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ARAB LOANS TO DEVELOPING COUNTRIES CITED 


Kuwait KUWAIT TIMES in English 29 Oct 81 p ll 





[Text] 


KUWAIT — The Arab 
funds for development 
provided loans totalling 
$1117 million during the 
first half of this year to 
needy nations in the Arab 
world, Africa, Asia and 
Latin America, an official 
report said. 

In the first quarter of 1981, 
4i loan agreements were con- 
cluded with 30 developing co- 
untries totalling $579.08 mil; 
lion in addition to eight te- 
chnical assistance loans cost- 
ing $2.97 million, the repo-t 
added. 

Ove; 69 per cent of the al- 
locations were approved for 
infrastructural projects while 
the remainder of the appro- 
priations were made to im- 
prove the balance of payme- 
nts, financing foreign trade 
operations and to the agro- 
industrial sectors. 

During the second qua-t2: 
of the year, Asian countries 
received $ 253.36 million com- 


pered to $208.9 during the 
first quarter. 

Arabs’ sha-e in the second 
quarters decreased from 
$263.07 millions in the first 
quarter to $125.86 during the 
period Ap-il-June. 

The share of African coun- 
tries increased from $66.0! 
millions in the first quarter 
to $189 million in the second. 
the repo-t added. A $10 mil- 
lion loan was made to a Latin 
American country during the 
first half of the year. 


PROJECTS 

During the first quarter of 
1981, Abu Dhabi Fund for 
Arab Economic Development 
(Adfaed) concluded loan ag- 
reements totalling ($25.39 
million, for financing elect- 
ricity projects in South Ye- 
men and Niger, the develop- 
ment of an airport in Ra- 
wanda and a Sudanese cotton 
industry. 

The Arab Bank fo-> Econo- 
mic Development in Africa 
(Abeda) finalised two ag- 
reements totalling $20 mil- 
lion during the second qua- 
arter of the year. 

Abcda funds were utilised 
in an airport project for Co- 
ngo and a chemical industry 
for Senegal. 

In the first quarter of 1931 
the bank concluded a $9 mil- 
lion agreement to finance a 
road project for Cameron and 
@ feasibility study of a Sene- 
gelese animal project. 

The Areb Fund for Econo- 
mic and Social Development 
(Afesd) concluded three ag- 
reements during the second 
quarter of 1981 totalling 
$24.85 million compared to 
four agreements ($62.26 mil- 
lions) in the first quarters. 

The funds were used in fin- 
encing communications, se- 
wage, electricity, fishing and. 
water projects in various 
pa>ts of the Arab wor'd. 


_ S$TUDY 
During the first half of the 
year Afesd also provided te- 
echnical assistarc.s for a num- 
ber of projects including a st- 
udy on the future of develop- 
ment in the Arab world. 
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During the first quarter of 
the year, the Islamic Deve- 
lopment Bank (IDB) coencl 
uded agreements for loans to- 
talling $203.18 million (157.18 
Islamic dinar units). 

Nine IDB loans to six Arab 
states were mostly used in 
financing foreign trade opera- 
tions while seven credits were 


made to four Asian countries, 


the report added. 

The Islamic bank had also 
made four loans to three Af- 
rican states in addition to 
$600,000 in the form of tec'- 
nical assistance to Djibouti. 

Kuwait Fund for A-ab Eco- 
nomic Development (KF. AED) 
concluded loan agreements 
totalling $266.08 million (KD 
74.95) during the second qu- 
arter of 1981, the report said. 

The figure compares to a 


total of $70.30 million (KD 
19.42 million) in the first qu- 


a-ter. 

Over $130 million were al- 
located for energy projects in 
addition to $32.30 million for 
Arab and $25.42 million for 
African states. 

The Saudi Fund for Deve- 
lopment (SFD) increased its 
loan commitment from $112.14 
million in the first quarter to 
$157.65 in the second. 

' The funds were utilised 
ir financing water, sewage, 
irrigation and rural develop- 
ment p-ojects, mostly in As- 
ian os le ecer 

Opec’s s 1 un - 
ded foans’ totalling $112.14 
million in the first quarter 
compared to 157.65 in the 
second, the report added. 

The greater pa-t of the fund 
was used in improving the 
balance of payments in As- 
ian, African, Latin American 
and Arab States. 








INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


MARITIME FRAUD LINKED TO GULF WAR 
Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English No 45, 9 Nov 81 pp 11,12 


[Text ] 





The International Maritime Bureau (IMB) reports an 
upsurge in marine fraud sparked off by the Iranlraq 
war. Ships bound for the Gulf have been diverted from 
their official routes to other ports in the area and the 
cargoes have found their way to Iran or Iraq by illegal 
ineans. 

An official of the London-based Bureau told An- 
Nahar Arab Report & MEMO that at least one case a 
week was coming to light involving false letters of 
credit being cashed by the consignors before the goods 
are shipped to the Gulf. 


Another problem directly linked to the war is that 
of cargoes disappearing as a result of cavercrowded 
ports. There may, in fact, be no actual deceit involved, 
but ports such as Aqaba are not geared to handle the 
enormous volume of transit traffic it currently receives 
and mistakes occur which result in the loss of cargoes. 

Efforts to combat marine fraud in Lebanon are 
still coming up against problems as the various interested 
parties find new ways to get around the latest measures 
brought in to tackle fraud, the IMB says. 

Arab efforts to improve coastal monitoring have 
not yet come to fruition; meanwhile two high-powered 
boats used by the Lebanese Army appear to have been 
taken over by the right-wing Phalangist militia group. 

As import taxes arc totally ignored, a thriving 
contraband business is being carried on in Beirut. One 
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customer recently ordered a printing press from West 
Germany and this was delivered within a week com- 
plete with guarantee. The IMB has also noted reports 
of a couple of 10,000-ton “floating warehouses” in the 
eastem Mediterranean, on which goods are stored after 
being hijacked to order. The ships avoid the major 
shipping fanes and can provide anything from heavy 
construction equipment to the latest coluur television 
set at a knock-down price of £20 (about $37). 

The Lebanese Embassy in London, however, believes 
that the situation has improved. A spokesman commen- 
ted: “We are doing our best and are confident that we 
are containing the situation.” 

The Lebanese government has recently strengthened 
regulations covering oil supplies to ships in an attempt 
to curb smuggling. Ships taking on gas oil or fuel oil will 
have to have a licence issued by the Lebanese Ship- 
owners’ Association confirming the vessel’s identity. 
Fuel supplies will have to be registered on a special 
document. 

These matters will have to be discussed in further 
detail in London from November 9-20 when the 12th 
session of the General Assembly of the Inter-govem- 
mental Maritime Consultative Organisation (IMCO) 
meets in London to draw up and pass various resolutions 
to further combat marine fraud, barratry and piracy. 











INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


KUWAIT LOAN TO IRAQ--Kuwait agreed in principle last week to lend Iraq $7 billion, 
according to the president of the Kuwaiti Parliament's Financial and Economic 
Committee, Jassem al-Khorafi. Mr al-Khorafi said the Kuwaiti Parliament will 
soon consider a draft bill on the loan, which was requested by Iraq. Kuwait 

lent Iraq $2 billion in April as part of a $14 billion package Iraq had sought 
from Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, and the UAE to help repair damages suffered 

in its 13-month-old war with Iran. The April loan was repayable over 10 years 
without interest or commission. [Text] [Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in 
English No 45, 9 Nov 81 p 3] 


IRAQI LOANS TO YAR--Baghdad--Two loan agreements have been signed between Iraq and 
North Yemen. Under the first agreement the Iraqi Fund will finance the construc~ 

tion of three medical centres in 'Aab' governorate in North Yemen. The second is 

for 100 hospital beds in the same government. [Text] [Doha GULF TIMES in English 

6 Oct 81 p 11) 
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[Text ] 


In a developing count- 
ry such as Afghanistan 
the success of developm- 
ent projects depends oft- 
en on the availability of 
suitable mapping. Due 
to the efforts of the Af- 
ghan Geodesy and Cart 
ography Department, as 
sisted by the United Na- 
tion, projects ranging 
from agriculture to co 
mmunications, and geo- 
logy to archaeology have 
all benefitted from im- 
proved mapping. 


This assistance, has Co. 
ntinued since the early 
1960’s. The present phase 
of the UNDP-financed pr- 
oject is planned to term- 
inate at the end of 1981. 
From 1976 to the end of 
1981, UNDP will contrib- 
ute nearly $1.2 million to 
the project. There are 
now four UN experts wo- 
rking at the Department 
and the workshop in Kh- 
air Khana: a geodesist 


(who is also the Team 
Leader), a photgrammetr- 
ist, a cartographer, and 





ADVANCES REPORTED IN VARIOUS PUBLIC SERVICES 


Cartography Project 


Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 21 Oct 81 p 3 


an instrument mechanics 
expert. In addition, on 
short-term contracts, a 
printing . specialist, and 
two instrument  constru- 
ctors, are also engaged. 


At present, the Proj- 
ect has directed its activ- 
ities to those which can 
be carried out in the rel- 
evant branches of _ the 
Department and to train- 
ing of national staff. One 
important activity now 
being carried on is that 
of improving the basic 
geodetic frame for Afgh- 
anistan; through i hiring 
of equipment at a cost of 
approximately $100,000, 
tracking of the Doppler 
satellite at eight diffe 
rent points of the coun- 
try by different Afghan 
crews, and then compu- 
ting the results; a new 
high precision system of 
basic points will be esta- 
blished in Afghanistan. 
These points will create 
a very precise frame wh- 
ich will give the possib- 
ility of\uniform mapping 


AFGHANISTAN 


of the country. 


In photogrammetry, the 
Department has become 
one of the most develop- 
ed organizations in the 
region. Topographic ma- 
ps, due to modern photo- 
grammetric equipment, 
and moderm methods im- 
plemented with the assi- 
stance of the UNDP ph- 
otogrammetric expert, 


can be produced. 


The workshop at Kha- 
ir Khana now houses ap- 


proximately $200,000 wo- 
rth of equipment supp- 


lied by UNDP. One of the 
tasks of the instructme 
nt mechanics expert is to 
train national staff in the 
many precise uses of this 
complex equipment. 


The Institute now hop- 
es to install its own mini- 
computer system by Dec- 
ember 1981, and training 
of national staff, which 
to present has been limi- 


- ted to theory and pocket 


computers, must be exp- 
anded and the real data 











processing by means. of 
computer implemented. 


Future activities and 
ways of achieving them 
will be determined in a 
review of the project wh- 
ich will take place shor- 
tly. One way of assisting 
the Afghan Geodesy and 
Cartography Head Off- 


Commercial Loans 


ice in the future may be 
by a twinning arrangem- 
ent with an equivalent or- 
ganization, which would 
ensure continued  techn- 
ical assistance. Whatev- 
er form future assistance 
takes, efficient mapping. 
of Afghanistan will lead 
to efficient development 
in the years to come. — 


Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 21 Oct 81 p 3 


[Text } 








Banke Millie Afghan ma- 
de a total profit of Afs. 281 
million during the Afghan 
year 1359, which compared 
to the year 1358 shows 96 
per cent increase, an unpre- 
cedented figure in the his- 
tory of the Bank, Moham- 
mad Akram Khalil, Executi- 
ve President of the Bank 
told a reporter of the Kabul 
New Times in an interview 
recently. 

The accounts and depo- 
sits of the people with the 
bank, including savings, de- 
posits and current accounts 
has been considerably _inc- 
reased during the same year 
compared to the last two 
years. About Afs. 2758.22 
million was held in these 
accounts in 1359 and in 
1358 it was Afs. 2267.56 mil- 
lion. There has thus. been 
an increase of 31.8 per cent 
in saving accounts, 18.7 
per cent in profit-bearing 
deposits accounts, 71.8 per 
cent in non-profit bearing 
deposit accounts and 13.9 
per cent in the current ac- 
counts. 


Answering a‘question Kh- 
alii said: Granung of loans 
and credits is part of the 
active transactions of the 
bank, like other commercial 
banks of the country throu- 
gh sale of atghanis and hard 
currency loans. The total 
volume of loans in afghauis 
covering ioans for carpets 
and karakui skin exporters, 
barter, credit, shares 
and misceilaneous and 
amounted to Afs. 563.8] in 
1359. 

The volume of hard 
currency loans including 


- doilars, pound _ sterling 


and *DM after con- 
version into afghani amoun- 
ted to Afs. 1140.68 million 
during the same year. 


As far as passive activi- 
ties of the bank is concern- 
ed, noted Khalil, efforts will 
be made to attract more Ca- 
pital through various possi 
ble means and provision of 
facilities. Likewise, in active 
transactions, efforts will be 
made to see that the bank 


_ plays a major role in further 


financing of commercial it- 


ems. Of course, the scope of 
activity of the bank will be 
determined by the credit 
plan of the respective year. 
Assessing the balance sh- 
eet of 1359 of the bank, Kh- 
alil said: The balance sheet 
of the bank in 1359 is an 
indication of the fact that 
the total benefit would ha- 
ve amounted to Afs. 311.74 
million if the incomes of the 
affiliated organisations of 
the bank had reached the 
figure of Afs. 48 million like 
last year. However, with a 
decline of Afs. 30 million 
in affiliated incomes the 
total profit of the bank 
amounted to Afs. 281.01. 
On the contrary the foreign 
hased affiliated incomes of 
the bank in 1359, compared . 
to previous years, shows a 
considerable increase. The 
incomes of Afghan Americ- 
an Trading Company in 
1357 was for instance Afs. 
13.20 million and in 1358 
it was Afs. 25.54 million and 
in 1359 it was increased to 
Afs. 31.85 million. A glan- 
ce at the incomes of other 
foreign branches of the 





bank shows the accelerated 
operations of these bran- 
ches. 


There has not been any 
marked change in deprecia- 
tion, salaries, advertisements 
and publicity, maintaining 
cos® of computer etc. How- 
ever there has been a shar- 
per increase in the expendi- 
ture column in view of rise 
of interests paid to clients. 
In 1359 the figure standing 
for interest paid amounted 
to Afs. 106,90, while in 1357 
it. was Afs. 86.79 million. 
The rise in interest as far 
as expenditures is concern- 
ed is attributed to increase 
in volumes of saving and 
interest-bearing deposit ac- 
counts, which again mani- 
fests the success of the bank, 
he declared. 

The executive presideng: 
of the bank said that after 
the victory of the Saur Re- 
volution, especially its new 
phase, the confidence of pe- 


ople in the bank has increa- 
sed greatly and they now. 
feel secure enough to depo- 
sit their money in the bank. 

The coming of increasing 
number of people to the 
banks is a sign for the con- 
fidence as well as the added 
facilities provided for them. 


In the past, each bank in 
the country drew individual 
plan on the basis of which 
they regulated their activi- 
ties. However, now a credit 
plan, based on the new ba- 
nking system has been int- 
roduced in the country. It 
is followed by all banks in 
the country, said Khalil. 
Banke Millie Afghan also 
pursues this credit plan and 
tries to implement it totally. 
The bank also translates in- 
to action the credit guidan- 
ce and consultative views 
of the Finance Ministry, to 
render more effective ser- 
vices, he added. ~ 


Kabul Sewage System 
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[Text ] 


“Preliminary work for 
the Kabul city sewage, COv- 
ering three residential pro 
jects and the central part 
of the city, seeking ways 
and means of financing the 
project and its design were 
among the important topics 
discussed at the first mee- 
ting of the technical consul- 
tative board of the Kabul 
city held recently. After 
scrutiny and deliberations 
on these issues, the partici- 
pants at the meeting took 
effective and useful decis- 
ions.” 


Stating this in an interv- 
iew with our reporter, Eng 
Sediq Ebadi, president of 
the planning department of 
the Kabul Municipality, el- 
aborated on the need for 
formation, the strength and 
methods of work of the Ka- 
bul City Technical Consul- 
tative Board in coordinating 
the work for expansion and 
balance” development of 
the city. 

He said: “The board is 
composed of representatives 
of the Ministries of Public 
Works, Communications, - 


National Defence, and Wa- 
ter and Power, Mines and 
Industries, Education, Agri- 
culture and Land Reforms, 
and Transport and Tourism, 
the State Planning Commit- 
tee and the cartography de- 
partment”. The first mee- 
ting of the board was held 
under the chairmanship of 
Eng Adeena Sangeen, the 
Mayor of Kabul. 


Subjects discussed at the 
first meeting included org- 
anisation and assessment of 
a regulation governing the 








Kabul Master Plan, the pr- 
oject for determining the 
site for first stage of resi- 
dential services and other 
constructions during the fi- 
ve years, issues relating to 
designing of the purificati- 
on plant and, most import- 
ant of all, the first stage of 
the sewage system for three 
residential projects and the 
central part of the city. 

In its first meeting, the 
board also approved its pr- 
ovisional charter which, af- 
ter the due legal process, 
has ben made effective and 
is being enforced. The ch- 
arter calls for monthly mee- 
tings of the board under 
the chairmanship of the Ka- 
bul Mayor. 


It provides for consaltati- 
on om: Problems related 
to implementation of the 
Kabul Master Plan, consult- 
ations on design and deter- 
mination of the site for con- 
struction of the projects by 
various plants, on solving 
problems in relation to con- 
struction and engineering 
networks drawn up by Go- 
vernment organisations, and 
in relation to sites where 
valuable Government pro 
jects are planned to be built. 

“The objective of for- 


mation of the board”, said 


Eng Ebadi, “is to coordin- 
ate the work of interested 
organisations in solving the 
problems concerning the im- 
plementation of the Master 
Plan as far as determining 
the site of construction, kind 
of design, industrial and 
residential construction, en- 
suring greenery and eng- 
ineering grids etc is concer- 
ned.” 

“The Master Plan is desi- 
gned and drawn up for all- 


sided development and ex- 
pansion of the city and en- 
suring the welfare and co- 
mfort of nearly two million 
people. This great plan was 
legalised in 1978 and its im- 
plementation began in the 
following year”, noted Eng 
Ebadi. 


“On the basis of the end- 
orsemeut of the DRA Gov- 
ernment, the implementati- 
on of the Master Plan be- 
gan for the first time in 
1979 with the construction 
and asphalting of roads and 
distribution of plots for re- 
sidential quarters in Khuv- 
shal Khan Mena, Khairkh- 
ana Mena, Third Parwan, 
Rahman Mena, and Wazir 
Abad Mena as part of the 
work of the Kabul Munic- 
pality. All this work con- 
tinues regularly and in acc 
ordance with the Master 
Plan”, he said. 

In accordance with the 
Master Plan, the Third Par- 
wan, Karte Ariana and Wa- 
zirabad are earmarked _ as 
residential areas and, for 
many years, a great numb 
er of citizens have built the- 
mselves houses, as defined 
in the detailed plans. Ho 
wever the table of subterr- 
anean water in these areas 
is so high that, during the 
first months of the year, it 
submerges the roads, br- 
idges and culverts and even 
the residential houses, dir- 
ectly threatening the _resi- 
dents. 


“Similarly, those of our 
compatriots who have re- 
ceived plots for housing in 
these areas cannot build 
themselves houses due to 
accumulation of water on 
the plots”, he noted. © 


“This problem has been 
there for many years and 
the residents have repeated- 
ly voiced their complaints, 
which unfortunately in the 
past went unheeded, with 
no action taken to solve this 
problem”, he recalled. 


“Under the present con- 
ditions when the Governm- 
ent organisations deem it 
their duty and obligation, in 
accordance with the policy 
and directives of the party 
and Government, to be sip- 
cerely responsive and at 
the service of the people, 
and strive to solve the peo- 
ple’s problems and meet 
their needs, the Municipali- 


ty as an organ directly res- 


ponsible for ~ construction 
and daily life of the peo 
ple, put forward a proposal 
in this regard which was 
approved by the authorita- 
tive sources”, he added. 

An agreement.was signed 
with the Water and Power 
Ministry on drawing up an 
designing a canal in Wa- 
zirabad. | 

“With the construction of 
the canal and channelling 
of water which, during the 
winter and spring causes, 
heavy financial damages to 
the residents every year, 
and threatens their lives 
due to humidity, life for the 
people in the four residen- 
tial projects will become 
more comfortable”. he po- 
inted out. 


The 18km long canal 
begins from Karte Ariana 
and enters the Third Parwan 
residential area and there 
crosses from the middle part 
of Wazirabad and Khairkh- 
ana residential areas into 


Lagons area earmarked for 

















city sewage and, running 
from the vicinity of the Ka- 
bul International Airport, 
it enters an area behind the 
industrial plants in Pule Ch- 
arkhi. And finally it is to be 
linked with Kabul river. 

The depth of the digging 
is estimated at 450 cubic 
metres. In addition. to de- 
sign and mapping expenses, 
the total spending on the 
the canal is to reach some 
two million Afghanis. 

The starting point of the 
canal will be 11 meters wi- 
de and, in some areas, the 
length will reach 25 met- 
res. The completion of the 
canal will greatly help 
the first stage of the plan- 
ned sewage. . 


The residential projects 
of the Housing Cooperative 
in third Parwan. and apar- 
tment houses belonging to 
the National Defence Mi- 
nistry are scheduled to he 
completed sooh. Work has 
‘begun on the Shaprara_ re- 
sidential project; making 
all the more necessary the 
construction of the first sta- 
ge of sewage system for 
the residential projects. The 
Municipality hopes that the 
interested organisations will 
pay due attention to this pr- 
oject. 


“The water for the city 
is supplied by the water su- 
pply and sewage depart- 
ment of the Public Works 
Ministry and it is hoped 
that, with the completion 
of Afshar pottable water 
project, the needs of resi- 
dents of Khairkhana Mena 


and Wazirabad for this es- 
sential is totally met”, 
Eng Ebadi noted. 

“The first stage of the 
Kabul sewage for three re- 
sidential projects and centr- 
al part of city drew great- 
er attention of the memb- 
ers of the board and views 
were exchanged on possibi- 
lities of financing of the 
project and its design”, ne 
recalled. 


“Tt was thus resolved 
that the project requires 
more careful research and 
study. It ought to be det- 
ermined whether a techric- 
al or a natural purification 
system is more useful and 
economic. And it was 
decided that, in the future 
meetings, specific propos- 
als should be prepared on 
these alternatives”. 

On the basis of Article 8& 
of the regulation goverring 
the board, the following, 
after voting, were elected 
and appointed as members 
of the leading body: ' 

—Eng Adena Sangeen, 
Kabul Mayor, Chairman, 

~—-Hamid Barna, Technical 
Vice-President of Kabul . 
Municipality as member and 
secretary, 


—Daoud Saroosh, presi- 
dent of the City Projects 
Institute, member, 

—Abdul Satar Ureya, pr- 
esident of the water supply 
and sewage department, me- 
mber, 
mber, and Eng Abdul Satar 
Safi, president of the Ka- 
bul electricity department, 
member. 








Loans for Housing 
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{Text ] 


The Mortgage and Con- 
struction Financing Bank 
has so far extended 1239 
loans to workers, employ- 


cers and retired officials, 
who have met the conditi- 
ons for venefitting from su- 
ch loans, for construction, 
completion and repair of 
housés located in one of the 
housing projects of Kabul. 

Faiz Mohammad, presid- 
ent of the bank talked to 
the Kabul New Times rep- 
orter on terms of the loans, 
the volume of loans, and 
the number of recipients in 
1359 as well as on the me 
thod of activity of the bank 
in serving the homeless pe 
ople in the country. 


He said: “The bank’s lo- 
ans, ranging from Afs. 
30,000 to Afs. 50,000, are 
paid to the applicants after 
due legal procedure and, 
after the needs and requi- 


rements of the recipient 
are found to be compatible 
with the ditions under 
which loans are extended. 

The loans are meant te 
help the workers, employ- 
ees, officials, military offi- 
cers and retired civil ser- 
vants to construct and com- 
plete their half-fmished ho- 
uses to become owner of a 
house—an important contr- 
ibution towards implemen- 
tation of the housing pro)- 
ects in the city.” ' 


The workers, officials, 


military officers and reti- 


red civil servants whose pe- 
riod of services in Govern- 


ment organisations is at 
least 10 years and have a 
plot of land in one of the 
housing projects in the city 
are entitled to the loans pr- 
ovided they have already 
begun the construction work 
on the plot. 

To make sure that the lo 
ans are repaid on a regular 
basis, the bank seeks to ob- 
tain a verification from the 
concerned Government de- 
partments about the offi- 
cial engagement of an ap- 
plicant and as well as a Co 
mmitment about the mo- 
nthly payment of the ins- 
talment and transferring it 
to the bank account. The ap- 
plicants are required to ha- 
ve served their military ser- 
vice. 

Before agreeing to loans 
for applicants, the bank ma- 
kes al] necessary inquiries 
about them, as part of the 
precautionary measures to 
make sure that the loans 
are paid on time and with- 
out any hitches. The recp- 
ients are required to pres- 
ent proof of the ownership 
of the half finished houses 
in one of the housing pro- 
jects. Before making a 
final decision, the bank al- 
so ascertains if the applic- 
ant is really in need of such 
loan. 

Towards the end of 1358, 
the total amount of loans 
not repaid or settled amo- 
unted to Afs 87.82 miilion 
and, by the end of 1359 


* it stood at Afs 104.75 mill- 


ion, which shows an increa- 
se of Afs 16.93 million or 
19.27 per cent. 
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At present, the total nu- 
mber of recipients who have 
utilised the loans, the per- 


iod set for repayment of wh- . 


ose loans has not expired 
or, in other words, who ha- 
ve not settled their accounts 
is more than 5,000. In the 
course of 1359, loans was 
extended to 881 applicants 
and in 1359 to 1239—an in- 
crease of 358 recepients or 
40.63 per cent. 


The bank is a specialised 
one and the scope of its 
activities is confined to ex- 
tension of loans for constr- 
uction of houses, comple- 
tion of half-finished and 
repair of houses belonging 
to workers and civil  serv- 
ants. The loans bear a low- 
interest compared to those 
of other banks in the coun- 
try. 


Unlike in the case of oth- 
er banks, the loans extend- 
ed by this bank are _ long- 
term and repaid in month- 
ly instalments, deducted fr- 
om the monthly. salaries of 
the recepients. 

The bank charg¢s an eig- 
ht per cent interest on its 
loans while the interest ch- 
arged by other banks is 12 
per cent. 


The net profit of the bank 
in 1359, compared to 1358, 
was 46.89 per cent more, 
and this rise is attributable 
to the increasing credit ac- 


tivities of the bank and ban- 


king services and partly al- 
so to improved and sound 
management. 








The profit recorded dur- 
ing the 1359, one year after 
the new phase of the revolu- 
tion, was considerable not 
only compared to 1358 but 
to the four preceding years. 

The bank was established 
in 1947 under the name of 
Construction Fund with Afs 
30 million. in 1954, its name 


was changeg into Mortgage 
and Construction Bank and 
its capital was raised to 
Afs 60 million. In 1976, wh- 
en the banks in the country 
were nationalised, the per- 
missible capital of the 
bank was set at Afs 200 
million. However. its paid 
capital now is Afs 100 mil- 





lion. 


Technical Standards 
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[Text] 


The Norms and Standards 
Department was establish- 
ed for the first time in 1973 
within the framework of the 
Mines and Industries Mini- 
stry. The department has 
carried out a series of stu- 
dies and research on prob- 
lems caused by lack of stan- 
dardisation in various fields 
of life especially the sect- 
ors of industries, trade, se 
rvices, and agriculture. De 
spite problem of shortage 
of experienced cadres and 
financial difficulties, the 
department has carried out, 
with the assistance of scien- 
tific and research institu- 
tes, a series-of major tasks. 

These include setting up 
of 23 standards and stand- 
ard recommendation : forms 
for textiles manufactured in 
public and private sectors, 
standards for raisins and 
the hygienic standard for 
fruit processing plants in 


the recommendation _ 


forms, standard specifica- 
tions for the Ghor Cement 
Plant, determination of the 
norm for expenditure of 
fuel for vehicles and var- 
ious machinery, publication 
of 13,000 copies of proce- 
dures for sorting ginned 


cotton for cotton-growers 
and gin and __—s wpress 
plants, determination of the 
norms and standards tor 
a number of products such 
as sample standard of cot- 
ton boxes. The department 
has also conducted a ser- 
ies of courses and seminars 
and determined a series of 
norms for various sections 
with the cooperation of in- 
terested organisations. 


The performance of the — 


department is better org 
anised in the light of the 
Saur Revolution, its new 
phase in particular, and po- 
sitive steps have been 
taken towards de 
termining the norms and 
standards for products. For 
ingtance, it has determining 
the norms for 674 kinds 
of transportation vehicles 
and 108 kinds of machinery, 
held seminars and training 
courses for cotton sorters 
in the cotton-growing pro 
vinces, reintroduced the 
subject of standardisation 
principles and control of 
quality of products at the 
Polytechnic Institute, and 
introduces the . subject 
for senior students at the 
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yocational schools and te- 
chnicums in the current 
Afghan year with the help 
of the vocational education 
department of t*e Higher 
and Vocational Education 


Stating all this in an in- 
terview with the Kabul New 
Tiems, Eng Taj Mohamm- 
ad Yarmand, director-gene- 
ral of the department, ad- 
ded: “The standard in its 
scientific form was _ intro- 
duced at the start of 20th 
century when the first nor- 
ms and standard institute 
was established in Britain 
fn 1906. Presently there 
are thousands of na- 
tional, regional and 
international standards 
being enforced throughout 
the world in various  secti- 
ons of life especially in in- 
dustries and technology.” 

In Afghanistan, the stan- 
dard in its local form has 
a history of 5,00 years and 
its relics can be seen at the 
Kabul Museum, excavations 
of Hadda, Tela Tapa, Aij- 
Khanum and in the _histo- 
rical structures such as Co- 
ngregational Mosques of 
Herat, Bost Arch and Ghaz- 














‘ni minarets. However, pra- 
ctice of standardisation in 
its modern form began in 
our country in 1974. And, 
with the victory of the Re- 
volution, especially its new 
phase, the concerned auth- 
orities are paying more aitt- 
ention to popularisation . of 
standardisation. 


On the basis of its char- . 


_ter, the department is assig- 
ned to prepare standards for 
the products, materials, the 
methods and systems, taking 
inte view the international 
progress and the con- 
ditions and requirements of 
the country, and strive for 
their popularisation and en- 
forcement at the national 
level. 


The development and po- 
pularisation of norms - and 
standards requires a long ti- 
me as it poses complicated 
scientific, technical and eco- 
nomic problems. What acc- 
elerate the process of deve- 
lopment and popularisation 
of standardisation in a CO 
untry are education, publi- 
cations, and scientific res- 
earch as well as_ practical 
experiences, said Eng Yar- 
mand. 7 


Notwithstanding the nu-- 


merous difficulties, the de- 
partment has achieved so- 
me successes in its work 
under the guidance of the 
interested authorities and 
cooperation of scientific 
and industria] institutes. In 
this connection, familiaris- 
ation of students with pr- 
inciples of standardization 
and quality of products is 
noteworthy. Some 2,500 
students, who have gradua- 
ted until this current Afg- 


CSO: 4600/116 


han year from Polytechnic 
Institute, College of Eco 


1 have been train . 


ed in ‘the field until 1360. 

The number of skilled 
employees, who have enri- 
ched their knowledge in the 
field through participation 
in seminars and _ internati- 
onal training, programmes 
reach 14. 

The problems of quality 
are manifold and each one 
has to be tackled in view of 
its economic importance 
and the possibilities and 
means available. For instan- 
ce, determining the sort- 
ment and standard of cot- 
ton with scientific and tech- 
nical methods to raise the 
quality of cotton, sound gu- 
idance of newly established 
institutions and enterprises 
in production of such pro 
ducts as shoe cream. soaps, 
and pressure-cookers by la- 
boratory analysis as well as 
technical specifications for 
interested organisations are 
among the problems to be 
tackled. 

“By further eauipping 
the norms and standard se 
ctions and staffing them 
with experie and high- 
ly educated personnel and 
availability of equipment 
for assessment and quality- 
testing with the cooperati- 
on of the concerned organi- 
sations, those standards will 
be enforced which have a 
high economic priority and 
whose enforcement is in the 
interest of the toiling peo- 
ple of Afghanistan”, said 
Eng Yarmand. 
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' Association 


In the first stage, the ac- 
tivities of the department 
will be focussed on pro- 
vision, compilation and det- 


. ermination of locally man- 


ufactured products and 
exportable goods as_ well 
as on chalking out scientific 
quality control methods ai- 
med at restricting the im- 


port of inferior quality 
goods. 
Eng Yarmand recalled 


that, on October 14, 1970 
for the first time the World 
Standard Day was marked, 
when Faruk Sunder serv- | 
ed as the President of tiie 
International Standard Or- 
ganisation (ISO), .to draw 
wider attention to the acti 
vities of standardisation, ge- 
nerally, and world standar- 
disation in particular. Siace 
then, every year, the day 
is being marked by mein- 
bers of the ISO. 


The ISO is entrusted with 
developmeni of standards in 
all technological fields ex- 
cept electro-technical _loo- 
ked after by the IFC, an af- 
filiate, of the ISO. The !>u 
was established in 1947 fol- 
lowing the Second World 
War on the basis of the In- 
ternational Standardisation 
(ISA), which 
was established in 1926 for 
engineering activities. 


The ISO has some 90 - 
members. Its main tasks are 
drawing up of drafts of in- 
ternational standards and 
international recommenda- 
tions and approval of in- 
terntional. standards. It also 
carries out scientific res- 
earch and training p-ogra- 
mmes for the benefit of me- 
mber institutes. 

















AFGHANISTAN 


ACCOMPLISHMENTS REPORTED IN AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT 
Loans to Cooperatives 
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(Editorial: "Agriculture Posted for Major Advance" ] 


[Text ] 


Afghanistan has rich natu- 
ral resources and favour- 
abie climatic conditions 
tor growing crops and br- 
eeding livestocks. Eighty- 
five. per cent of the co- 
untry’s manpower is en- 
gaged, directly and indir- 
ectly, in farming and 
livestocking. Thus, the 
agricuiturai and livestock 
products and by-products 
constitutes one of the 
prominent sources of the 
national income, making 
agriculture the major ec- 
onomic sector in Afghan- 
istan. 


The DRA. Government, in 
pursuance of its progres- 
sive policy, has underta- 
ken, planned programm- 
es aimed at enhancing the 
agricultural output in 
the interest of the vast 
masses of the farming po- 
pulation in the country 
and with the active par- 
ticipation of farmers. 


As part of its efforts for 
development of agricultu- 
re, the Government is 


providing bank credits 
to farmers for purchase 
of tools and machinery, 
improved seeds and che- 
mical fertilisers, to help 
them increase their land 
productivity. -Increasing 


_ numbers of farmers are 


organised in agricultural 
cooperatives. By joining 
the cooperatives the far- 
mers and livestockers can 
utilise the considerable 
facilities available for 
better production meth- 
ods. 


The farmers can obtain a 


better price for their pro, 


~ ducts sold through the 


cooperatives. Through th- 
em, again they can ob- 
tain required loans on 
time and on favourable 
terms. They can also get 
inputs of a high quality 
at reasonable prices. 


Individual farmers find it 


difficult to market their 
surplus produce and get 
desirable prices as farms 
are located far away fr- 
om the market places. Th- 
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ere is a lack of motorable 
roads in some areas and 
irregularity in transpor- 
tation, as well as a lack 
of storage—and finally of 
marketing knowledge - on 
the part of- farmers. Th- 
ese are factors that redu- 
ce the income of the pea- 
sants. 


The cooperatives provide a 


solution to most of these 
problems and help put 
an end to the illegal pra- 
ctices of middlemen who 
can thrive only at the 
farmers’ cost. 


Through the cooperatives, 


the farmers can easily 
establish contacts with . 
tne interestea Ofgaliisa-" 
twils SUCM aS Loe = Agricur 
tial veveiopment oak, 
we Atgnan Chemica £e- 
ruuzer Company anu tue 
arghan peeas Company 
Winch proviue the cssen- 
tiai inputs for farmers 
aNu contribute to popu- 
iarisauon of mecnanisea 
larming im the country, 
to repiace the oid anu 








primuve metnods of ‘tar- 


ming. 


Other major steps taken Dy 
the Government to raise 
tne farming proauce im 
the country are launching 
or spring and autumn $o- 
wing campaigns and in- 
creased distrioution of im- 
provea seeds [to tarmers 
to heip these campaigns. 


As a result of efforts made 
by tne Government and 
the wise plans drawn to 
augment agricultural out- 
put in the country, 4s 
well as the untiring ett- 
orts of the farmers and 
livestockers with the help 
oc material ana tecnmical 
assistance? of the Govern- 
ment, tae overall agricul- 
turat yield as well as the 
uvestock produce is re- 


Increased Cutton Production 


ported to have increased 
compared to the last year. 


The Minister of Agricultu- 


re and Land Reforms, im 
an interview on agricul- 


tural production and de- 


velopment as well as_ the 
future plans of the Gov- 
ernment, has termed tne 
over-all farm producti 
on in the’ country * as 
“satisfactory”. | Accord- 
ing to him, the total out- 
put of crops this year will 
reach 4.5 million tons, 
out of which wheat wil 
account for 2.85 to 2.9 
miflion tons. He also ex- 
pects the raw cotton pro- 
duction will increase by 
15,000 tons and that otf 
sugar-beet by 10,000 tons 
—or by 23 and 28 per 
cent respectively—comp- 
ared to last vear. 
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Similarly, some two per 


cent increase is expected 
in livestock production. 


Now that the land reforms. 


programme is being im- 
plemented with the mas- 
sive participation of far- 


mers on the basis of just. 


and democratic land and 
water distribution to the 
benefit of the toiling pea- 
sants in this country, it 
is hoped that the farmers 
will do more and make 
the maximum use of all 
facilities provided to th- 


‘em by the Government to 


raise their production 
and thus play a major 
role in the overall dewe- 
lopment of of the natio- 
nal economy and impro- 


vement of their people’s. 


living standards. 


(Editorial: "Cotton Output Reflects Overall Farm Growth"] 


[Text } 


The DRA Government, 
as the true protector of 
the rights and interests 
of peasants and the far- 
ming population in the 
country, is exerting re- 
volutionary. efforts to 
secure a decent life for 
the toiling masses. For 
the prosperity of peasa- 
nts and in an effort to 
help them increase th- 
eir land productivity, 
the Government is pro- 
viding gigantic assista- 
nce to farmers. 


Following the Saur Rev- 


olution, and its new 
phase in particular, th- 
ere has been a marked 
increase in distribution 
of improved seeds, ch- 
emical fertilisers and 
agricultural tools which 
has enabled the farm- 
ers to augment the per 
unit productivity of 
their lands. 


As part of efforts to dev- 


elcp agriculture, whe- 
re some 85 per cent of 
the country’s manpower is 


engaged, the Government 


has undertaken all-sided 
and comprehensive pr- 
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ogrammes. Through in- 
terested and concerned 
organisations, it has 
increased technical and 
financial assistance to 
the farmers as well as 
provided them with te 
chnical guidance. 


The Agricultural Devel- 


opment Bank, the Afg- 
han Chemical Ferfilis- 
er Company, the Af- 
ghan Seeds Compeny 
have increased the sc- 
ope of their activities 
in providing the farm- 
ers with easy-term cr- 
edit, provisions of agri- 


; 
t 
; 
' 











cultural tools, improv- 
ed seeds and fertilisers 
as part of the plans to 
develop agricultural 
production in the cou- 
ntry and at the same time 
achieve the aim of pop- 
ularising mechanised 
farming in the count- 
ry. 

The Agriculture Exten- 
sion Department of the 
Ministry of Agriculture 
and Land Reforms has 
also intensified its act- 
ivities to provide ne- 
cessary guidance for 
the farmers to help th- 
em increase their land 
productivity by acqui- 
ring new and modern 
knowledge and me- 
thods of farming. 


These are but a few ex- 
amples of the Govern- 
ment’s plans and _ its 
massive efforts to help 
the farmers in the cou- 
ntry and to fullfil the 
tasks set by itself for 
further development of 
agriculture. 

As a result of all these 
comprehensive and con- 
structive plans as_ well 
as the hard and concer- 
ted work put in by the 


Afghan peasants and 
stock-breeders, the 
overall agricultural yi- 
eld and livestock out- 
put have registered in- 
creases over the figur- 
es of the last year as was 
revealed by the Minis- 
ter of Agriculture and 
Land Reforms. 


Among other things, the 


harvest of cotton, an 
important industrial, crop 
in the country, is 
also expected to surp- 
ass the last year’s fig- 
ure by 15,900 tons and 
the sugar output by 
10,000 tons. 


As reported the other 


day, only in the course 
of the last Afghan mo 
nth of Mizan, 628 to- 
ns of cotton, worth Afs. 
11,000,000 have been 
purchased by the Soin 
zar Company, a major 
buyer of cotton in the 
country, from cotton-gr- 
owers in several north- 
ern provinces. 


The projected increase in 


cotton output is partic- 
ularly welcome news, 
for it constitutes not 
only an important raw 
material for the grow- 
ing number of textile 
mills in the country, 


but also, stands promin- 


ent among the export 
items of Afghanistan. 


Large areas in Afghan- 


istan are under cotton 
cultivation. The  cott- 
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on-growers are provid- 
ed all necessary tech- 
nical and financial help 
to encourage them to 
bring more and more 
land under cotton cul- 
tivation. In order to en- 
able the cotton growe- 
rs to raise their produ- 
ction and cultivate mo- 
re lands, the Governm- 
ent has raised the pu- 
rchase price of this im- 
portant industrial cr- 


op. ; 
The Norms and Standard 


Department of the Mi- 
nistry of Mines and 
Industries §_ has also 
taken measures relat- 
ing to sortment and st- 
andardisation of cotton, 
which will prove useful 
to the growers to sell 
their produce at much 
higher price to the co- 
nsumers. 


With the added facilities 


as well as technical 
and financial assistance 
provided by the Gove- 
rnment, it is hoped that 
the cotton growers, and 
the sugar beet cultivat- 
ors, will be able to pr- 
oduce more. 


It is also hoped that the 


overall development of 
agriculture in the cou- 
ntry will be accelerated 
es result of continu- 
ed and large-scale ass-' 
istance provided to fa- 
rmers by the Governm- 
ent. 








More Wool Exports 
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[Text | 


“An amount of 12,000 tons 
of unwashed wool at an es- 
timated value of Afs 60 mil- 
lion has been purchased 
from various sources by 
the state and private sec- 
tors during the first six mo- 
nths of the current Afghan 
year and were readied for 
export.” 


Stating this ‘in an inter- 
view with the Kabul Times, 
Dr Mohammad Zahir Barez, 
general president of the 
wool enterprise department 
of the Commerce Ministry 
said: “Generally the cam- 
paign for the purchase of 
wool in the country starts 
from the month of Hamal 
and continued till the  be- 
ginning of the month of So- 
nbula”, though the. camp- 
aign period has_ ended. 


Detailed information the 
enterprise has received fr- 
om the main wool produc- 
ing centres, reveals that an- 
other amount of 15,000 
tons of unwashed wool wo 
rth Afs. 750 million could 
be collected from these ar- 
eas. And, relying on these 
informations the enterprise, 
it has intensified its efforts 
to collect more wool and 
ready it for export to the 
foreign markets. 


In response to a question, 
Dr Barez stressed that the 


main sources for the  pur- 
chase of wool in-the coun- 
try include the Kandahar, 
Herat and Balkh  provinc- 


‘ es. Usually, the wool pur- 


chased from the stockbree- 
ders and in the markets of 
these province are in the 
form of unwashed wool, 
which is being sent to the 
washing plant of the en- 
terprise and then exported 


‘to the potential foreign ma- 


rkets. The wool so far 
purchased by the enterp- 
rise are of the kinds of ka- 
rakul wool, white sheep 
wool, and coloured wool. 
The three kinds of wool ex- 


ported are in demand in the 


foreign markets, but the 
white sheep wool is in grea- 
ter demand in the foreign 


markets, he said. 

The department, he ad- 
ded, was established for the 
purpose of promoting the 
production and export of 
this important item of ex- 
port. The idea behind the 
enterprise was also to str- 
engtnen the economy of the 
wool producers and marke® 
their produce on time and 
earn them reasonable pri- 
ce for their production. As 
a state trading firm, Wis 
enterprise has the respon- 
sibility of controlling and 
supervising the collection 
and export of wool in the 
country, both in the private 
and state sectors. And, as 


16 
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a matter of fact, since the 
establishment of this e 

erprise, not only have gre- 
ater facility been provided 
for the wool producers and 
their economy boosted, but 
the production and export 
of wool also been further 
promoted earning greater 
income for the producers 
and the state respectively. 


The enterprise is_ three 
years old. Over the three 
years since he establish- 
ment of the enterprise, the 
export of wool in comprison 
to 1356 has increase by 
100 per cent. In accordan- 
ce with the plan, greater 
amounts of wool are to be 
readied, standardised and 
exported to the foreign 
markets and sold at reas- 
onable prices. Likewise, the 
enterprise plans, for fur- 
ther promoting the process 
of collection and purchase 
of wool from the local sour- 
ces, to open its branches 
in the Ghazni and Kunduz 
provinces as well. The en- 
terprise hopes that, with 
the help of these branches, 
it would be in a position to 
collect and purchase great- 
er amounts of wool. 


From the beginning of 
the current year’s campaign 
till now, around 2,500 tons 
of wool have been process- 
ed and exported to the So- 
viet Union, Dr Barez said. 

















Successes of Land Reforms 


Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 1 Nov 81 p 8 


{Interview with Fazlur Rahim Momand, minister of agriculture and land reforms, 


by Bakhtar] 


[Text ] 


“As a result of hard 
and concerted work of 
the Afghan peasants and 
live stock breeders, and 
due to the material and 
technical assistance prov- 
ided to them by the Gov- 
ernment of the DRA, ov- 
erall agricultural yields 
and the output of the 
livestock products have 
registered an_ increase 
over last year”, Fazlur 
Rahim Momand, Mini- 
ster of Agriculture and 
Land Reforms told Bak- 
htar in an interview. 


Evaluating the autu- 
mn harvesting which is 
nearing ‘completion, the 
Minister said that the 
grain production this 
year amounts to 4.5 mi- 
llion tons, and in it, wh- 
eat yield alone reaches to 
2.8-2.9 million tons. It 
is expected that the co- 
tton harvest will surpass 
last year’s figure by 15,- 
000 tons and sugar beet 
will exceed by 10,000 to- 
ns, that is, by 23 and 28 
per cent respectively. 


He predicted a two 
per cent increase in the 
livestock output, both in 
the numbers of cattle 
heads and poultry and 
in the quantity of anim- 
al proteins. 


Pointing out to the de- 
velopment of agriculture 


and cattle breeding in 
Afghanistan, the Minis- 
ter likened them to the 
problems faced by every 
other developing count- 
ry. 


DEVELOPMENT 


The ever increasing 
need for the developme- 
nt of industries demands 
improved supply of agr- 
icultural raw materials. 
The export of traditional 
items like cotton, kara- 
kul skin,, wool, carpets 
and fruits must also be 
developed he said. 


Mornand said that for 
increasing © agricultural 
production, modernizat- 
ion of the infrastructure 
of the socio-economic re 
lationships, and among 
them the elimination of 
the remnants of fedual and 
pre-feudal systems, and 
turning the primitive fo 
rm of agriculture into a 
modern and mechanised 
one through scientific 
methods of using chem- 
ical fertilizer, providing 
and distributing improv- 
ed seeds and fighting pe- 
sts and plant and veteri- 
nary diseases was neces- 
sary. 


The minister of agric- 
ulture referred to the 
enormous aid that the 
DRA is receiving from 
the Soviet Union in the 
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form of improved seeds, 
chemical fertilizers, ma- 
Ghineries and equipment 
for mechanisation of agr- 
iculture, insecticides. pe- 
sticidis for use against 
plant diseases, and adv- 
isors for training of per- 
sonnel and other necess- 
ary facilities. 


He also referred to the 
four mechanised agricu- 
Itural stations that have 
been set-up with the 
economic and_ technical 
assistance provided by 
the Soviet Union. 


Emphasising the vital 
role of public sectors in 
the future development of 
agriculture in the coun- 
try, he said that the est- 
ablishment of state farms 
occupies an important 
place in our agricultural 
activities, particularly for 
the production of cotton, 
sugar beet, vegetables, re- 
production of improved 
seeds, production of me- 


at, butter, egg and other 
farm items. 


Work on the setting-up 
of new agricultural coop- 
eratives and the streng- 
thening and _ consolidat- 
ion of the existing coop- 
erative which are  beco- 
ming more and more pop- 
ular among the people 
will continue. 








In reply to.a question 
as to what measures have 
been adopted to continue 
further implemerttation 
of the present stage of 
the democratic land ref- 
orms in the country, he 
said that at present, in 
accordance with the dec- 


isions of the Politburo of 
the Central Committee 
of the PDPA and the Co- 
uncil of Ministers of the 
DRA, the evaluation of 
the results of the first st- 


age of the implementation 
of land-reforms on the 
basis of the study of land 
in the country, distribut- 
ion of material and finan- 
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cial assistance to the far- 
mers and agricultural co- 
operatives, and effective 
regulation of the system 
of land ownership inclu- 
ding the distribution of 
the land and related it- 
ems will continue. 


He said that the progr- 
amme of land _ reforms, 
with the active particip- 
ation of the vast masses 
of peasants, based on 
the just and democratic 
distribution of land and 
water to the peasants wh- 
ich would be to their in- 
terests will continue to 
be put into practice. 











BRIEFS 





SOVIET JUSTICE MINISTER--This afternoon Nezamuddin Tahzib, president of the 
Supreme Court, met Aleksandr Yakovlevich Sukharev, first deputy justice 
minister of the USSR, at the headquarters of the Supreme Court. They 
discussed subjects of common interest. The vice president, members of the 
High Judicial Council and heads of the central departments of the Supreme 
Court also attended the meeting. [Text] [LDO10620 Kabul Domestic Service 

in Dari 1600 GMT 31 Oct 81 LD] 


GOSR RECEPTION--The 64th anniversary of the Great October Socialist Revolution 
was marked this evening by a gala and a glorious reception in the USSR Embassy 

in Kabul. The reception was attended by the members of the Politburo, PDPA 
Central Committee, Presidium, DRA Revolutionary Council and Council of Ministers, 
a number of high-ranking officials [words indistinct] government employees, 
ambassadors and charges d'affaires in Kabul. The reception was held in an 
atmosphere of sincerity, cordiality, friendship and warm enthusiasm. [Text] 
{LD080630 Kabul Domestic Service in Dari 1600 GMT 6 Nov 81] 


INDIAN ENVOY--DRA Minister of Foreign Affairs Shah Mohammad Dost gave a farewell 
luncheon today in Kabul in honor of the Indian ambassador and representative 
extraordinary, J. Teja, whose term of duty is ended in the DRA. The luncheon 
was attended by a number of high-ranking officials of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, the dean of the diplomatic corps and some ambassadors and charges 
d'affaires of some friendly countries in Kabul. Foreign Minister Shan Mohammad 
Dost and the Indian ambassador both spoke at the luncheon about the long-standing 
friendly and fraternal relations existing between Afghanistan and India. [Text] 
[LD111532 Kabul Domestic Service in Dari and Pashto 1430 GMT 11 Nov 81] 

Babrak Karmal, general secretary of the PDPA Central Committee and president 

of the DRA Revolutionary Council, this morning received J. K. Teja, Indian 
ambassador in Kabul, at the revolutionary council headquarters for a farewell 
meeting. J. K. Teja'’s term of office as his country's ambassador to Afghanistan 
has recently been completed. [Text] [LD180640 Kabul Domestic Service in Dari 
1600 GMT 17 Nov 81 LD] 


NEW INDIAN AMBASSADOR--Kabul, 16 Nov (BAKHTAR)--Babrak Karmal, president of the 
Revolutionary Council of the DRA, has approved the accreditation of [name 
indistinct] Dikshet as the ambassador extraordinary and plenipotentiary of the 
Indian Republic to the DRA. [Text] [LD180640 Kabul BAKHTAR in English 

0418 GMT 17 Nov 81 LD] 
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"BAKHTAR '-—"MONTSAME" COOPERATION AGREEMENT=——A cooperation agreement between 
the DRA's BAKHTAR News Agency and the MONTSAME News Agency of the Mongolian 
People's Republic was concluded today in Kabul. The agreement was signed 

by the deputy director of the BAKHTAR agency and deputy chairman of the 

State Committee for Broadcasting, information and television of the People's 
Republic of Mongolia. The signing ceremony was attended by the deputy 
minister for publication of the Ministry of Information and Culture and the 
Mongolian ambassador in Kabul. Under the contract exchange of news, bulletins, 
news publications and photographs aiming at informing the toiling masses about 
the achievements and structures of these countries will be carried «wut and 
fruitful cooperation will be implemented in the area of exchanging experiences 
of correspondents. [Text] [LD180640 Kabul Domestic Service in Pashto 1530 GMT 
17 Nov 81 LD} 


MEETING WITH USSR OFFICIAL--Kabul, 16 Nov (BAKHTAR)--Dr Sayed Amir Shah Zara, 
vice president of the Peace, Solidarity and Friendship Organization of the DRA, 
met Yevgeniy Ivanov, the visiting vice chairman of the Union of the Soviet 
Societies for Friendship With the Foreign Countries today and held talks on 
the issues of mutual interest. [Text] [Kabul BAKHTAR in English 0415 GMT 

17 Nov 81 LD] 


SOVIET ACTIONS--London, 31 Oct (AFGHAN NEWS PRESS)~--Since Soviet troops arrived 
in Afghanistan, some 280 mosques have either been destroyed or damaged in the 
three northern provinces alone. According to the agency, in the provinces of 
Qonduz, Baghlan and Samangan, through which the highway from Shir Khan port 

on the Oxus passes and which the Soviet Army has been using, along with the 
road through Herat, the Soviets have destroyed or damaged mosques all along 

the route. The Soviets believe the mosques serve as hiding places for the 
Mujahidin. The Soviets have destroyed about 109 mosques on the stretch of 

road between Shir Khan through Pol-e Khomri to Baghlan. On the road between 
Pol-e Khomri and Samangan 180 mosques have been destroyed. In the village of 
‘Aliabad in Qonduz Province the Soviets killed 37 persons, including the 

famous mullah Maulana Shirin, when they were standing at prayers. Maulana Shirin 
was such a prominent clergyman that even Radio Kabul had to announce his death 
although it was careful not to mention the cause of it. Mr Sargardan, who 

was the only man to escape death in the incident and is at present commanding 
Mujahidin in a sector of Baghlan Province, said that for him there was no 
choice left but to begin fighting after that incident. Narrating the incident, 
Mr Sargardan told the AFGHAN AGENCY reporter that it was afternoon prayer time 
when Soviet tanks were heard approaching. There was a hail of bullets and 
rockets. The mosque became one heap of human blood and flesh and he was wounded. 
The villagers came to the spot after a while but he was the only one left alive. 
[Excerpts] [GF0O41830 Karachi MASHRIQ in Urdu 1 Nov 81 p 1] 


PLIGHT OF KARMAL GOVERNMENT--Rawalpindi, 1 Nov--A former high-ranking official of 
Afghanistan, Mohammad Yusaf Farzand, has stated that the Karmal administration 
is in a state of siege. Its power extends to 10 km [around Kabul] during the 
day and to only 6 km at night. In fact, there is no government in Afghanistan. 
Mohammad Yusaf, who was an adviser in the Afghan Ministry of Finance, in an 
interview said that government officials cannot move from one place to another 
without a military escort. On the other hand, the Mujahidin move freely through 
the country. The Karmal administration has no support from the people. Not 

one percent of the government officials supports the Karmal administration. 
Government officials are secretly connected with the Mujahidin. Mohammad Yusaf 
said that the Karmal administration fully realizes that it cannot remain in 
power without the help of outside military help. Therefore, it favors 

keeping foreign forces in the country. [Text] [GF061838 Karachi MASHRIQ in Urdu 
2 Nov 81 ppl, 6] 20 











MUJAHIDIN ACTIVITIES--Peshawar, 2 Nov (PPI)--The Soviet High Command is 
reequipping its forces against the Mujahidin for a winter offensive, says 
a HEZB-E ESLAMI source. According to this source, a convoy of 800 Soviet 
military vehicles was ambushed by the Mujahidin on the road between Kabul 
and Lowgar last week. The Mujahidin blocked the road in several places 
and created difficulties for the Soviets. In one attack the Mujahidin 
destroyed 17 tanks and armored vehicles. A report from Paktia says that 
another convoy of 200 military vehicles including tanks and armored cars 
which was moving from Ghazni through Paktia Province was ambushed by the 
Mujahidin in the Soltani region at (Kharera). Fifteen tanks and armored 
vehicles were destroyed. On another occasion when 35 Soviet helicopter 
gunships assisted by jets bombarded a hill at (Shoikamar) to support Soviet 
troops moving between (Mathro) and Soltani, the Mujahidin blocked the road, 
but the Soviet troops changed plans and moved toward the (Chaharbaran) region. 
On 23 October, the Mujahidin mined the road to (Chaharbaran) and blew up 
two tanks. A bitter fight ensued and 35 helicopter gunships and jets strafed 
Mujahidin positions. The battle began at 0700 and lasted until 1800. In 
the battle the Mujahidin killed many Soviet soldiers and in the end only 

12 tanks reached the (Tabut) area. The Mujahidin destroyed 4 tanks in this 
battle, set on fire another 5 and killed more than 50 Soviet soldiers. 
[Text] [GF061859 Karachi MASHRIQ in Urdu 2 Nov 81 p 1] 
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BAHRAIN 


FOREIGN MINISTER DISCUSSES GULF DEFENSE 
Paris AL-NAHAR AL-'ARABI WA AL-DUWALI in Arabic No 232, 15-19 Oct 81 pp 20-21 


[Interview with al-Shaykh Muhammad Mubarak Al Khalifa, Foreign Minister 
of Bahrain by Rafiq Khalil Ma'luf; in New York; date not given: "Foreign 
Minister of Bahrain Says, ‘We Are Making Preparations To Defend the Gulf; 
War in Lebanon Is Threatening Others’ "] 


{Text ] Al-Shaykh Muhammad Mubarak Al Khalifa, Bahrain's minister of 
foreign affairs and the head of his country's delegation to the UN General 
Assembly spoke with AL—-NAHAR AL—'ARABI WA AL-DUWALI in New York about Arab 
conditions. He spoke about matters that concern the Gulf: the war between 
Iraq and Iran, the Lebanese crisis and the Palestinian question. The text 
of the interview follows: 


[Q@. _tion] There is considerable discussion in the United States about 
a strategy in the Middle East. What is your view of this idea? 


[Answer] First, there is an Arab strategy that pertains to the Arab nation 
as a whole. This is the strategy that was in the Common Arab Defense Pact 
which comprises all the Arab countries. As is the case in the Gulf region, 
the Arab countries deal and interact with each other through a council 

of cooperation. This cooperation is regional, and it takes place in an Arab 
context in order to devise a strategy to defend the area. That strategy is 
an Arab strategy and it serves the interests of the Arab nation and the 
regional areas. We believe that this strategy must keep its distance from 
the two superpowers in their struggle over centers of influence. 


1 believe that there is an Arab strategy and not a strategy that is affi- 
liated with a group or with one of the superpowers. This is my understan- 
ding of strategy, and this is our understanding of our strategy. 


[Question] What do you think about the alliance policy and the attempt by 
both the Soviet Union and the United States to establish facilities and 
centers of influence in the Middle East area? What is your view of these 
actions? 


[Answer] The statement that was issued by the Gulf Cooperation Council [6CC] 
of the Gulf Countries emphasized that the area must keep its distance from the 
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struggle and that the people of the werea are the ones who were responsible 
for its defense. 


[Question] What do you think about the AWACS deal and the strong opposi- 
tion it is facing in the United States? 


[Answer] The AWACS deal concerns the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in par- 
ticular. This is due to Saudi Arabia's geographic location and the vast 
area of land that requires this kind of modern equipment. I believe that 
any Arab country has the right to acquire advanced weapons to defend 
itself. This deal should pass or should be approved in favor of Saudi 
Arabia and all the countries of the Gulf. 


[Question] What is your view of the situation in the Gulf at the present 
time? Has tension increased due to the continued Iraqi-Iranian struggle 
and to the fact that most countries of the world look upon this area as 
[the world's] principal source of energy? Do you have the feeling that 
danger is imminent? 


[Answer] There is no doubt that the importance of the Gulf area to the 
world is increasing every day. The Gulf area has become one of the most 
significant and sensitive areas in the world due to the essential oil re- 
sources which God has bestowed on it; these resources are essential to the 
development of societies particularly in the west and in many countries 

of the Third World. We also believe that the security of this area is the 
responsibility of its people. Therefore, we thought of establishing a coun- 
cil of cooperation so that this action can be collective instead of uni- 
lateral. Yes, we must make preparations. Our area, like any other area in 
the world, may face dangers and threats. What is most important is that we 
make preparations. We are proceeding in that direction, and we are 
developing the frameworks and the capabilities that can defend this area. 
Defense must stem from the faith of people and of society. We are therefore 
unifying the ranks and establishing this cooperation in order to move this 
area away from the international struggle. 


[Question] Some people feel that Israel threatens not only the confron- 
tation countries, but that its conduct-—bombing the Iraqi nuclear reactor 
and its strong opposition to the sale of AWACS--indicates that it harbors 
hostile intentions toward the countries of the Gulf. Do you have this 
teeling? 


| Answer] We are always saying at all levels that the Israeli expansionist 
policy is threatening the Arab nation in general and not, as is being said, 
only the countries that are close to it. This has recently been established 
by the terrorist operation, which Israel carried out against the Iraqi 
nuclear reactor, and by the threats that are made every jay by Israeli 
officials. Therefore, we believe that Israel's policy is an expansionist 
policy that threatens not only the Middle Zast, but also peace and security 
in the world. This is because Israel's ambitions are unlimited. Unless this 
policy is curbed, the Middle East area will continue to be a volatile area. 
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|Question] What is your view of the Arab situation? 


[Answer] The Arab situation is not what we would wish it to be. There 

are differences, and these differences are now threatening the Arab nation 
itself. It is the weakness of the Arab nation as well as its differences 
that are making it possible for the enemy to expand. I believe that we are 
now engaged in communicating with each other in preparation for the next 
Arab summit. There will be bilateral communications between the countries 
to reduce this tension and to restore the Arab rank to its former state. 
The unity of the Arab rank is the only strong weapon that the Arab nation 
has. Without it we will remain as weak and as fragmented as we are [now]. 


[Question] What is your view of the Lebanese situation, and are you trying 
to offer assistance? 


[Answer] Lebanon is part of the Arab nation, and it interacts with it. How- 
ever, Arab differences are reflected here and there. It is unfortunate that 
these differences are reflected in Lebanon more than they are in any other 
Arab area. However, Lebanon itself is partly responsible for what is hap- 
pening. I believe that there are two sides in this matter: an Arab side 

and a Lebanese side. If Arab cooperation and intra-Lebanese cooperation 

are not proportionate, we cannot achieve the solution that is required. 

It is essential that Arab and Lebanese efforts be intensified, for if these 
efforts achieve the level [of agreement] that is required, it will then be 
possible to stop the bloodshed and the destruction which are breaking all 
our hearts. Lebanon has paid too much. I believe that Kuwait and Saudi 
Arabia are playing a positive and an effective role in this regard. In a 
spirit of affection, brotherhood and responsibility I would like to say 
that there must be a strong posture of solidarity in Lebanon. We in the 
Gulf countries are doing everything we can to stop the bloodshed because 
what is happening in Lebanon is not confined to Lebanon. The fire which 

is burning in Lebanon may destroy others. Accordingly, the two parallel 
courses of Arab action and Lebanese action to which I referred are pro- 
ceeding together. There is no doubt that Arab differences were the prin- 
cipal cause of that situation, but we must avoid talking about the past, 
and we must work for the future. 





[Question] What do you think about the effect which the failure of the 
AWACS deal would have on Arab-American relations and on Saudi-U.S. rela- 
tions? 


[Answer] I believe that if the United States does not comply with the 
Arab countries' request for weapons to defend their land, the effect of 
that will be significant and meaningful. We believe that the matter of 
AWACS will have a major effect if the deal is not approved. But we will 
wait before we pass judgment on the matter. 


[Question] It seems that attempts are being made to put the Palestinian 
question on the back burner and to go ahead with the subject of strategic 
consensus. What is your view of this matter, and what is your evaluation 
of this situation? 
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[Answer] I believe that the Palestinian question now is in a position 
unlike that in which it has been for the past 10 years. It has become 
evident that the substance of the struggle in the area is the need to solve 
the question of the Palestinian people. [It has become evident that | with- 
out such a solution, there can be no real strategy to keep the Middle East 
area away from the struggle. 


The cease fire that happened in south Lebanon recently was an event in 
which Palestinians and Israelis took part for the first time. Palestinians 
now have a political and a military role which is recognized by the world. 
I mean the Palestinian question has become a recognized fact, and it has 
emerged in an unprecedented fashion. I believe that today all the powers in 
the world are focusing on a solution to that problem more than they ever 
did in the past. We, the Arabs, have to strive to bring about the with- 
drawal of Israel from all occupied Arab lands and [to establish] the right 
of the Palestinian people to determine their own destiny, including their 
right to establish their independent state. 


The Palestinian question is a question of time. I believe it is a fundamen- 
tal question which cannot be ignored because this would mean that the 
attainment of a comprehensive solution in the area was being ignored. 


In this context, countries that have been helping Israel are to stop sup- 
plying it with weapons and giving it economic aid so that Israel would 
reconsider its actions because its conduct is not even like that of the 
superpowers. Never in history has a country behaved the way Israel has been 
behaving. 


8592 
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BAHRAIN 


NEED FOR CLOSE COOPERATION EMPHASIZED 
Paris AL—NAHAR AL-'ARABI WA AL-DUWALI in Arabic No 233, 20-26 Oct 81 pp 27-28 


[Article by ‘Ali Hashim: "The Assassination Increased Enthusiasm for 
Cooperation; the New Egyptian Regime Is a Temporary Extension of Its Pre- 
decessor" | 


[Text ] Anwar Muhammad al-Sadat died, but Arabism is not dead. 


This is what a Gulf official told AL-NAHAR AL—'ARABI WA AL-DUWALI when 
he heard the news that the Egyptian president had been assassinated. 


The brevity of that simple sentence epitomizes many things. However, the 
simplification does not solve the problem; in fact, it increases its 
mystery and its complexity not only as far as the Middle East question 
as a whole is concerned, but also at least as far as the situation in the 
Arabian Gulf is concerned. 


The problem of the Arabian Gulf is a problem. Its condition is that of 

an area which is being courted by the whole world and at the same time 
looked at wrathfully as though it were responsible for the inflation, for 
the high prices, for the decline of the economy, for the famine, for the 
tragedies and even for the cholera. 


The situation of the Gulf is such that if there were a storm in Poland, the 
Gulf would tremble. 


If there were tension in Afghanistan, it would shudder. 


If President Reagan becomes tense and if Soviet leader Leonid Brezhnev's 
nerves are strained, the Gulf exclaims, "Good heavens!" 


In other words the Gulf now feels that it is the target of all the 
maneuvers and dialogues that take place in the world, not because it is 
powerful and awesome, but rather because it is a storehouse of the energy 
which the world needs. Without this energy there can be no industry, no 
progress and no civilization would develop. Quite simply, the problem of 
the Gulf Lies in the fact that it has become the key to everything. Every- 
one wants to have this key in his pocket and to use it whenever he wishes. 
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The Gulf and the Cause 


Even though the Gulf itself is a problem, it is to a large extent related 
to the greater problem, that is, the question of the Middle East. 


On the major question the Gulf neither jests nor indulges. It has offered 
and is offering everything it can materially and morally offer. It is using 
its clout internationally in the interests of the cause, and it is using 
energy, which is oil, to serve the cause. 


When al-Sadat embarked on a course that contradicted the beliefs and convic- 
tions of the Arabs, the Arabs of the Gulf stood against him but maintained 
their strong relations with the Egyptian people and with the Egyptian 
institutions that were not totally related to the Egyptian regime and its 
men. 


The Sultanate of Oman was [the only country in the Gulf] that maintained 
its relations with Egypt's president, with Egypt's regime and with the 
Egyptian people, saying that Egypt had taken a step to regain its land and 
to regain the rights and the sovereignty of the Palestinian people on their 
land. When this step fails, the situation will be dealt with then on the 
basis of circumstances at that time. Oman asked the Arabs who boycotted and 
opposed Egypt to come up with an alternative, affirming that ultimately it 
would support any Arab consensus and a clear, objective Arab plan that 
would yield positive results, even if this step involved embarking on a 
real and not a verbal war. 


Only once did the sultanate assume a firm position vis a vis al-Sadat's 
regime. That was when Israel declared that Jerusalem was a unified city and 
the capital of Israel. A year ago Oman issued a statement warning that it 
would assume a negative position on the Camp David accords if Israel did 
not retract that step which it had taken. 


Therefore, with the exception of the sultanate's position, the position 

of the Arab Gulf on the question remains clear. It is a position that is 
trying to close the case in a manner that would preserve Arab rights; it is 
devoting its capabilities and its diplomacy to the interests of the cause. 
Even the invitation that PLO Chairman, Mr Yasir ‘Arafat received to visit 
Japan was made as a result of an initiative by one of the Arab emirates, 
and it was arranged by Minister of Petroleum and Mineral Resources Dr Mani' 
ibn Sa'id al-—'Utayba. 


Anwar al-Sadat is dead. With his assassination an era comes to an end. 
As far as the Gulf is concerned, what is the next era? 


The commentaries that came from the Gulf countries about what happened 
denounced the assassination incident itself but not the end of the Camp 


David period to which these countries were fundamentally opposed. 


What is disturbing the Gulf countries in particular is the violence 
involved in devising or changing stages, policies and positions. For this 
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reason, what happened and what may happen in Egypt is beginning to attract 
the attention of Gulf countries. It is causing Gulf officials to become 
tense out of fear that the area may become unsettled and that it may 
experience difficult periods of tension and instability that would affect 
their area as well. This area, that is the oil area, is a sensitive area 
that would not withstand shocks or hot winds. 


Therefore, some time before the assassination the countries of the Arabian 
Gulf had one option: to find a just solution. This was summarized in the 
plan of Prince Fahd ibn 'Abd-al-'Aziz, the crown prince of the Kingdom 

of Saudi Arabia and first deputy prime minister. 


The Saudi peace plan focused primarily on the rights of the Arab people 
of Palestine and did not involve itself in the intricacies of eastern or 
western international struggles. 


All the countries of the Gulf adopted Prince Fahd's plan and decided to 
bring it up for discussion at the Fez Summit Conference in Morocco next 
month. With an Arab consensus the plan would eventually become an initia- 
tive that the countries of the European Common Market would adopt and 
thrust onto both the Soviet Union and the United States of America. 


The recent events in Egypt occurred after the proposal was made. 


Anwar al-Sadat was assassinated, and Husni Mubarak became the new presi- 
dent. The Gulf countries' insistence on their plan grew after what happened 
in Egypt. Following the meeting of the ministerial council of the Gulf 
Cooperation Council in al-Ta’if 2 months ago Prince Fahd's plan became a 
Gulf plan; it was no longer either Prince Fahd's or Saudi Arabia's plan. 


Diplomatic circles in the Gulf are now convinced that the new regime in 
Egypt, despite its declaration that it was an extension of the former 
regime, will neither be similar to that regime nor represent an extension 
of its policy except for a period of time. This is the period in which 
the final Israeli withdrawal from Sinai will be achieved in April 1982. 


The Battle of Diplomacy and Oil 


The restoration of the rights of the Arab people of Palestine requires 
major effort and involvement in a vicious battle behind which the Arabs 
would place all their clout. Numerous judgments have been and are being 
made on this battle. The most recent such judgments in the Gulf was one 
which stated that the Arabs have waged more than one battle but have not 
achieved anything. The time has come to use diplomacy and oil as weapons 
and to stay away from succumbing to this or the other country so that we 
would not have fragmentation [among the Arabs], turning the battle to one 
of loyalties and alliances and thereby wasting the effort. If diplomacy and 
oil are reinforced by moral and material support, it is inevitable that 
they will accomplish something. 
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Accordingly, the Gulf decision is to polarize the largest number of 
countries in the world that have clout so that in time this or the other 


superpower can be induced to produce results. 


There is one effort, and Gulf officials say it is simple and may appear 
childish at the outset. However, they are convinced that this effort will 
not hurt. In fact, in their opinion, it would bring all the Arabs together. 
If there is an Arab official who has other proposals, he should come for- 
ward with them or put them to use, for they may provide a solution. 


Those officials add that not a single eastern or western country has so 

far stated that the Gulf countries' proposal is wrong. No country has 
opposed it either secretly or publicly. Even Arab countries themselves-—-the 
moderate ones and the strict ones--have supported the Gulf effort or at 
least proclaimed that it was appropriate as a beginning, [even though they 
acknowledged that] there was a need to "tighten it" in some places. 


Self Security 


So far this is the position of the Gulf countries. In the aftermath of the 
events in Egypt and the effects these events have on the question of the 
Middle East, the situation in the Gulf area itself remains the same. 


Gulf officials feel now, more than they did before, that the destiny and 
the future of the area are tied only to the will of its people. 


Those officials had begun making preparations for the security of the Gulf 
by relying on a country and its capabilities. [Recent] events have 
increased their conviction that they must become more rigorous in estab- 
lishing the security zone away from struggles and alliances. The Riyadh 
Summit on the 10th of next month will be decisive. The plan is now ready, 
and it bears the imprint of Saudi Arabia, of the Sultanate of Oman and of 
Kuwait. It also has the approval of the three other countries that are 
members of the council. These are the United Arab Emirates, Qatar and 
Bahrain. 


The Gulf is now concerned about protecting itself and about participating 
extensively, or rather taking the initiative, in solving the major problem 
[of the Middle East], which in its opinion is the powder keg that may 
explode at any moment. 


8592 
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GOVERNMENT PLANS TO IMPROVE ECONOMIC INFRASTRUCTURE 
Spare Parts for Tractors 
Tehran SOBH-E AZADEGAN in Persian 27 Sep 81 p 9 


[Text] Predictions are that in the current year 20,000 tractors will be dis- 
tributed among farmers throughout the country. Farmers in our country will not 
have any difficulty getting spare parts next year. The imposed war has made it 
necessary and possible for us to produce all wheat harvesting machines for dry 
farming areas by means of Iranian industry. Mahmud Jamali, Head of the Agricul- 
tural Machinery Distribution Center, in an exclusive interview yesterday with the 
PARS NEWS AGENCY, while announcing these matters, said that statistics which have 
come to hand show that despite economic restrictions that have existed in various 
parts of the country, in 1980-1981 around 13,517 tractors were distributed among 
farmers throughout the country. In the year 1358 [21 Mar 1979-20 Mar 1980] this 
figure was around 12,000 tractors, and in 1978-1979 the figure was around 7,/00. 
He added that predictions are «hat in the current year 20,000 tractors will be 
distributed in the country, because statistics show that during the first 4 months 
of this year [21 Mar-21 Jul 1981] 6,800 tractors came on the market. Jamali said 
that in addition to procuring tractors for farmers, on the basis of planning that 
is underway the Agricultural Machinery Center will also procure their spare parts. 
Not only will we have no limitations in the procurement of tractor spare parts, 
but spare parts will also be procured for machinery such as combines and others. 
He added: In the current year there was not the slightest problem with harvesting, 
because around 300 combines carried out the harvest throughout the country. Even 
in the war zones this important task was carried out despite bullets and mortars. 


He said: Combines were under gcevernment control this year and were not sold to 
anyone. Their usage was under the complete control of the Reconstruction Crusade, 
the seven-person councils, and the rural cooperatives and they carried out the 
harvest in places where the farmers had fled. He said: In the procurement of 
agricultural machinery 2,000 tillers were sent last year to the country's northern 
provinces. It is our aim to increase this figure to 10,000 this year. Around 
5,000 agricultural machines of this type will be built inside the country and the 
rest will be imported from Japan. Jamali then said: At the beginning of the im- 
posed war we resolved in our planning for achieving self-sufficiency to build ma- 
chinery that requires less technology. On this basis equipment like ploughshares 
has been placed in the direct custody of this center, so that in the current year 
7,000 ploughshares were purchased domestically. An Iranian company has also 
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contracted to build 10,000 3 to 5-ton trailers [sic] this year. This center has 
also signed a contract for construction within the country of 2,000 manure spread- 
ers and 1,500 bulldozer blades. Referring to the important role played by the 
procurement of spare parts in Iranian agriculture, Jamali then said: Only 8 mil- 
lion dollars in spare parts for Romanian tractors was foreseen for the past 2 years, 
while this figure has increased several times over the next 3 years. He gave as- 
surances to our dear farmers that in the coming year there will be no problem with 
respect to the procurement of spare parts. He said that around 4 million pounds 
of spare parts have been imported for Massey Ferguson tractors. In general the 
imposed war has forced us to think of spare parts every time we conclude a con- 
tract, and while concluding these contracts to take steps in the direction of 
self-sufficiency with respect to agricultural machinery. With the money that the 
government has made available to the center, the cash flow in the water pump and 
agricultural machinery factories has increased so tat they have not had to close 
down. The imposed war has also forced us to take effective steps in the training 
of manpower. For this purpose, trainees have gone to Romania and West Germany for 
further training and to acquire specialized knowledge. Technicians from the 
Massey Ferguson Company have also held classes in Iran. Jamali said: I must men- 
tion that this war has forced us to develop the capacity to manufacture 100 rer- 
cent of the wheat harvesting machinery used in dry farming areas in Iran. Jamali 
said: This center's work is based on the policy of neither East nor West, so that 
even now the machinery needed for harvesting wheat in dry farming areas and the 
machinery needed for next year's rice cultivation has already been foreseen. As- 
sistance has also been obtained from revolutionary organs and groups in the matter 
of training. Among these groups and organizations are the Reconstruction Crusade, 
the seven-person councils, and the rural cooperatives. A group has gone to Aus- 
tria, West Germany, and Italy for the purpose of technical training. A high-level 
machinery committee has studied the issues in order to get a factory started in 
Tabriz, and it will make a decision on the quality, kind, and quantity of the 
equipment. In conclusion he said: So far this center has received the request 

of 36,000 farmers for agricultural machinery. It is our view that this figure is 
incorrect. This number of petitioners is being studied by the Reconstruction 
Crusade and the seven-person council. 


Rehabilitation of Former Kurdish Stronghold 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 7 Oct 81 p 2 


[Text] Urmia--KEYHAN Service--A group composed of administrative officials and 
West Azarbaijan military commanders, during a trip to the liberated city of 
Bowkan, studied the issues and needs of this area and made decisions on various 
matters. 


Mojtaba Hashemi, aide to the Governor-General of West Azarbaijan, who was with 
this group, said in a talk upon his return to Urmia: The present atmosphere in 
the city of Bowkan is ready to accept all the policies and procedures of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran. 


He added: In its present situation Bowkan is in need of reconstruction. With 
this intent, following the installation of military outposts and checkpoints in 
order to safeguard the aims of the Islamic Republic of Iran and also the estab- 
lishment of a lieutenant governor and a mayor, the preliminaries for which have 
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been accomplished, all government organizations have been reopened and will begin 
their work in this city. 


The West Azarbaijan governor-general's aide then said: A decision will be made in 
the future on the installation of a police headquarters to secure the city. 


He also said the government has opened a separate account for the reconstruction 
of Kordestan. In order to carry ovt reconstruction plans, considering that there 
is only a short time remaining in the area's work season, the best possible effort 
will be made to repair and restore part of the destruction caused by the idol- 
worshippers and the counterrevolutionaries. A complete reconstruction program 
will be undertaken in the implementation of long-term and far-reaching plans, 
which need precise planning and the expenditure of sufficient time. 


Concerning the manner in which the people of Bowkan received the forces of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran after entry into the city, Hashemi said: In the several 
instances in which we talked with the people of Bowkan they said they had been 
prepared with expectation and longing to receive and accept the forces of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran. An old man even cried and said "how happy I am to see 
the forces of the Islamic Republic of Iran in the area at last instead of infidel 
forces." 


During his remarks the West Azarbaijan governor-general's aide pointed out that 
preparations have begun for reconstruction of hospitals, treatment clinics, or- 
ganizations for teaching and training and other government organizations, and for 
the restoration of damages caused by the presence of counterrevolutionaries in 
the area. 


He added: Upon inspection of Bowkan's health facilities and schools, we saw that 
their equipment, especially in the Bowkan health clinic's operating room, had been 
stolen by counterrevolutionaries, and immediate steps must be taken for their re- 
construction, ‘ 


Concerning Bowkan's present situation, Hashemi said: Revolutionary forces, com 
posed of the army, the revolutionary guard, and the mobilization staff, have taken 
control of the city upon becoming established there. They have alertly placed all 
counterrevolutionary movements in the area under surveillance. After entry of the 
warriors of Islam into Bowkan and the clearing of the area, now the counterrevolu- 
tion's organizations and installations in the Bowkan area have been destroyed. 
Renewed formation of counterrevolutionary forces will be prevented with the con- 
tinuation of purging operations, and there will be no opportunity for them to 
build nests of corruption. 


Concerning the matter of procuring supplies for the people of Bowkan, the West 
Azarbaijan governor-general's aide said: The Commander of Mian Dow Ab has to a 
certain extent procured general foodstuffs and other needs of the people of Bowkan 
such as flour and fuel. God willing, and with the establishment of full security, 
this assistance will continue in the area. 


Calonel Azadi Talab, West Azarbaijan Regional Gendarmerie Commander, who was also 
with the group, said in a talk: Gendarmerie outposts and checkpoints will soon 
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be set up at sensitive points in this area to provide security and peace for the 
villagers around Bowkan. Counterrevolutionaries will no longer have the courage 
to make trouble for the area's noble Kurds. 


He said: All the forces of the Islamic Republic of Iran are at the disposal of 
the oppressed people and tormented Kurdish brothers and sisters. They have no 
other desire but to serve the oppressed people. 


At the conclusion of its inspection of the city of Bowkan this group returned to 
Urmia yesterday evening. 


A Message From the Imam's Representative in the Western Part of the Country to the 
People of Kordestan 


Hojjatoleslam Musa Musavi, the Imam's representative in the Western part of the 
country, also sent a message to the Muslim people of Kordestan on the occasion of 
the liberation of the city of Bowkan. The text of the message is as follows: 


In the name of God. God will not allow infidels to bring harm to believers. 


Respected Muslim people of Kordcstan, brothers and sisters of Bowkan, American 
groups, acting on the orders of their world-devouring bosses, capitalizing on the 
unawareness arising from the oppression of the masses, and in the shadow of lib- 
eral rule, have kept this region embroiled in turmoil, corruption, and increasing 
deprivation for more than 2 years, to the benefit of East and West colonialism and 
despite past oppression, but through the will of God, their oppression and obvious 
corruption, their direct complicity with the American hireling Saddam, and their 
despicable American and counterrevolutionary face has been shown to the Kurdish 
Muslim masses. Now, with the help of God, your sincere cooperation, and the un- 
sparing efforts of the fighters of the army, the revolutionary guards, and Kurdish 
Muslim martyrs, their last strongholds in Bowkan have fallen to the Islamic front. 
While congratulating the Imam of the nation, the brave fighters, and you, the 
Muslim people of Bowkan on this great victory, I expect all of you, in the form 

of fervent service, because of the martyrs’ Islamic commitment and solemn sanguin 
prophecy, after exposing to the satanic face of these traitors to Islam and the 
Kurdish people, to overthrow the real agents of the counterrevolutionary movements 
in the area more than before through your full presence in the field, and to help 
your Islamic, revolutionary, people's government completely clear the area of the 
contamination of self-prostituting foreigner-worshippers and to help with the 
area's material and qualitative reconstruction. You may be sure that those de- 
prived deceived people who now penitently take refuge in Islam are forgiven by 
order of the Imam and will benefit from the revolution's magnanimity. In conclu- 
sion, I am desirous of the alleviation of the area's difficulties and the full 
occupation of Islamic Jand in the presence of God Almighty. 


Peace be upon you and the mercy and blessings of God. 
The Reconstruction Crusade of the city of Bowkan also renewed its activities in 


this area after a hiatus of 2 and 1/2 years. These activities have begun follow- 
ing the liberation of the city of Bowkan by the brave fighters of Iran. 
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"Bozorgi," an official of the Kordestan Province Reconstruction Crusade, while an- 
nouncing this, said: The Reconstruction Crusade has decided to rebuild its ia- 
stallations in this deprived city and to undertake the restoration of losses and 
deficiencies brought on by anti-people's groups. Accordingly, a place for the 
Reconstruction Crusade was immediately selected, and this city's Reconstruction 
Crusade was set up with the sending of a number of self-sacrificing members of the 
Mahmud Abad Reconstruction Crusade and three vehicles to Bowkan. 


The official of the Kordestan Reconstruction Crusade added: Bowkan was one of the 
first cities in the Kurdish areas where the Reconstruction Crusade began working 
after the triumph of the revolution, but only a few months after their work began 
American groups gradually penetrated Kurdish areas and prevented the continuation 
of the Crusade's work. He added: Now that the revolutionary fighters have again 
taken this city out of the clutches of the imperialist hirelings, once again the 
headquarters of submissive groups like the Democrats have been converted and will 
be converted to places belonging to the Reconstruction Crusade and other peoples’ 
and revolutionary organizations. 


In this same connection an announcement from the Reconstruction Crusade to the 
People of Bowkan was issued. 


The text of the announcement is as follows: 


In the name of the Almighty--Moslem, suffering people of the city of Bowkan, dur- 
ing these 2 years you have lived under the domination, pressure, and suffocation 
of counterrevolutionary groups and you have not been able to do agricultural, de- 
velopment, and reconstruction work, but now, as in the past, the Reconstruction 
Crusade, with all its ability, will be ready to cooperate and struggle with you 
brothers and sisters in the reconstruction of the area. Return to your work and 
go back to your normal lives. You may be sure that the government of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran will help you, as in the past. It will put an end to your short- 
ages and decisively confront counterrevolutionary agents. 


An Attack on the Bowkan Revolutionary Guard Headquarters 


The headquarters of the brothers of the Islamic Revolutionary Guards of Bowkan was 
attacked night before last with RPG-7's and hand grenades by American hirelings 
of the disbanded Democrat and Kumeleh parties. 


PARS reported that this attack was repulsed by fierce return fire from revolution- 
ary guard brothers and the counterrevolutionaries were forced to retreat after 
giving up a number of dead and wounded casualties. 


According to this report, no injury of any kind was inflicted upon the brothers 
in the revolutionary guard. 


According to the same report, the day before yesterday one concrete-piercing shell 
and five single-barrelled weapons were found and confiscated by the brothers in 


the revolutionary guard. 
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Seven-Year Water Program 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 12 0.t 81 p 13 


[Text] Three-hundred million tumans credit has been designated for small-scale 
government programs. 


Engineer Ma'sumi, general manager of water planning of the ministry of power, in 
an exclusive interview with PARS, talked about the priorities of the water distri- 
bution plans, the overall plans of this ministry, and the limitations of water 
sources. 


He began by discussing the resources and limitations of the country's water re- 
serves, saying: Expansion of industry and agric ilture, population increases, and 
increases in the urban standard of living have increased the country's need for 
water and the use of water reserves. He stressed that the country's greatest need 
is to obtain water for agriculture for the purpose of attaining self-sufficiency 
in food production and the production of other needs for the people. Ma‘sumi 
added: Water for agriculture, comprises 90 to 95 percent of the water consumed 

by the country. The country's water sources consist of runcff water in surface 
and underground channels, which are always interrelated. 


He added: Studies show that the volume of water runoff in the country averages 

400 billion square meters annually. Of course this figure fluctuates between 200 
and 600 billion square meters and it is irregularly distributed in time and space. 
The general manager of water planning then said concerning priorities for water 
distribution: In general 73 percent of the area of the country faces severe water 
shortages, and the principal factor in agricultural, industrial, and housing short- 
ages arises from these very shortages. 


In this regard all the water distribution planning for areas with little water re- 
ceives top priority at the Ministry of Power. This ministry tries to create every 
kind of facility for water distribution for these areas. These measures include 
the construction of runoff tunnels and canals, dams for reservoirs, transporting 
water from major rivers, and other things which have special importance. 


Concerning this ministry's overall plans, the general manager of water planning 
for the Ministry of Power said: The Ministry of Power has a seven-year water pro- 
curement plan, which started about a year ago, and for which 17 billion rials' 
worth of credit has been projected for this year. This program is mostly directed 
towards creating small water reservoirs, redirecting river water to the land by 
way of irrigation channels, construction of streams and channels, and covering 
canals to prevent water waste. He also added: For small government plans around 
300 million tumans in credit has been projected which will be divided among 11 
regional water organizations. 


In conclusion, Mohandes Ma'sumi said: At the present time the construction of 
some dams is being completed and they will probably be ready for use by the end 

of the current year. Also the construction of semi-completed dams will be finisi- 
ed in the future with the help of the Sabir Company, which is one of the companies 
affiliated with the Ministry of Power. 
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TEHRAN RESTORES ORDER IN FORMER KURDISH STRONGHOLD 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 25 Oct 81 p 14 


Spx With the establishment of the rule of the 
Islamic Republic in the western regions, a deep 
gap has been created among armed groups. 


In the joint session of Kumeleh leaders, 60 persons 
of the armed elements of this minigroup were 
purged. 


Six occupants of an automobile were killed upon 
hitting a mine. 





The people of a village killed three counterrevo- 
lutionaries in an attack on the stronghold of the 
[Kurdish ] Democratic Party. 


Counterrevolutionaries injured 21 persons with 
hand grenades thrown into a group of people of 
Baneh. 


The victims of the recent skirmishes in Bukan will 
be compensated for their losses. 


The people of Uramanat marched in support of the 
revolution. 


With the liberation of Bukan by the revolutionary 
forces, the police department of Bukan was once 
again established in this city after two and a half 
years. 


Reports from the western part of the country 
indicate that after the establishment of the rule 
of the Islamic Republic of Iran in these regions, 

a deep gap was created among counterrevolutionary 
minigroups. These differences have resulted in the 
purge of 60 persons of the “Kumeleh" elements. 








These reports also mention the attack of the people 
of a village on the stronghold of the abolished 
[Kurdish] Democratic Party during which three 
members of this party were killed by the villagers. 


Also, four passengers of a minibus carrying 
villagers were martyred when the bus hit a mine 
and in a similar accident, two military brothers 
attained the high rank of martyr. 


This report also states: Counterrevolutionary 
elements threw grenades into a group of people 
of Baneh injuring 21 passersby. 


/Kermanshah, KEYHAN correspondent/ [in boldface ]--With the establish- 
ment of the rule of the Islamic Republic of Iran in the western 
regions of the country, a deep gap has been created among the counter- 
revolutionary forces affiliated with the Kumeleh minigroup. As the 
public relations office of the revolution guards of Marivan reports: 
In a joint session of the leaders of the outlawed Kumeleh Party around 
Marivan, this difference escalated until one group was disarmed by 
another. Sixty persons, of whom 15 reside in Marivan, were purged. 
This report adds: Last week, 12 persons of the deceived individuals 
affiliated with the outlawed Kurdish ] Democratic and Kumeleh Parties 
turned themselves in to the Kamyaran guards and after repenting their 
past actions, were given amnesty. 


Another report states: At 9:30 on Thursday, 30 Mehr [22 Oct], the 
people of the village of Gelin in the region of Zhavrud attacked the 
stronghold of the outlawed [Kurdish] Democratic Party in that village 
and killed three members. his report also states: These skirmishes 
continued until 5 am last Friday, yesterday. 


The revolution guards of Kamyaran also report: As a result of a 
minibus carrying the people of the village of Takht-e Zangi destined 
for Kamyaran hitting a strong mine set by the pro-American minigroups, 
four of the passengers of the minibus were piteously martyred and 
seven persons were injured. The injured were transported by the 
patrol group of the revolution guards to Kamyaran, where they were 
treated. This report adds: On the same day, two anti-tank mines 
were discovered by the brothers of the revolution guards and were 
disarmed. Also, last Friday afternoon, when a jeep carrying four 
military brothers hit an anti-tank mine at the beginning of Radio 
Mahabad Street, two of the brothers were martyred. The Islamic 
revolution guard corps of Mahabad confirmed this report and added: 

In this explosion, military brothers Hasan Qaribi, a student of the 
cadre, and Reza Peymani, a conscripted soldier, attained the honor 

of martyrdom and two others, ‘Abdollah Safari and Mohammad Seyfollahi, 
were injured. 
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Throwing Grenades among the People 


A report from Sanandaj states: A grenade was thrown among the people 
of Baneh by the counterrevolutionaries of this city as a result of 
Which 21 passersby were injured. Four of the injured were taken by 
helicopter to Saqqez because of severe injuries. At 4 pm Thursday, 

22 Oct, a hand grenade was thrown among the people by the counterrevo- 
lutionaries on Imam Khomeyni Street in Baneh, which resulted in 
injury to 21 passersby. According to this report, the injured were 
immediately transported to the hospital of the city and treated. 

Also, four of the injured in this incident were dispatched to Saqqez 
by helicopter because of severe injuries. 


The Islamic revolution guard corps of the province of Kurdistan con- 
firmed the report and said: Those responsible for this incident are 
being pursued by law enforcement authorities. 


Establishment of the Police Department in Bukan 


Following the liberation of Bukan from the counterrevolutionaries, 
the police department of Bukan was reopened last Saturday, after two 
and a half years of domination by the mercenary elements of outlawed 
minigroups, with ceremonies in which the supervisor of the police 
department of the Islamic Republic of Iran and a number of military 
and law enforcement authorities of western Azarbaijan Province 
participated. 


Around 2 pm last Saturday, Colonel Hejazi, supervisor of the police 
department of the Islamic Republic of Iran, accompanied by one of the 
law enforcement deputies of the national police department, the chief 
of police of western Azarbaijan Province, and the commander of the 
gendarmerie of western Azarbaijan region, entered Bukan to reo.en the 
police department of the city. 


During the reopening of the Bukan police department, the supervisor 
of the national police department, in a gathering of the committed 
Moslems of Bukan and police department personnel, addressed the top 
officers of the police department as the first representatives of the 
national police department in Bukan and said: As the representatives 
of the police department of the country, you must demonstrate the 
hiphest of Islamic conduct in your relations with the people in order 
to make the revolution understood in the best possible manner in this 
region which has, for so many years, been under the oppression and 
tyranny of the previous regime and afterwards, for two and a half 
years, under the pressure and oppression of political minigroups. 


Colonel Hejazi, in another part of his speech, referred to the 
increased cooperation, more than ever before, between the armed 
forces and said: You, police brothers, must show the utmost coopera- 
tion and coordination with the other armed forces of the Islamic 


38 








Republic of Iran in order to regp@nd to the wishes of the oppressed 
Moslem people of Bukan, 


The supervisor of the national police department of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran then participated in a gathering of the various 
classes of people of Bukan in the bazaar mosque of the city and, ina 
speech, referred to several verses of the Koran and the history of 
Kurdistan from ancient times up to the present and asked them to 
cooperate very sincerely with the police brothers and other combating 
forces of Islam, including the military, the gendarmerie, and the 
revolution guard corps. He asked them to drive away the counterrevo- 
lution in order to establish the government of God's justice and the 
decrees of the Koran in that city. 


Colonel Hejazi and those accompanying him left Bukan for Orumiyeh at 
4:30 pm that same day. 


It must be pointed out that the other institutions and administration 
organizations of the city of Bukan will begin work one after another 
and will begin to offer services to the liberated people of this city. 


Compensation for the Damages of the People of Bukan 


In addition, Asadollah Tabe', the city governor of Miando'ab and 
supervisor of the district governor's office of Bukan, in a telephone 
conversation with the correspondent of PARS NEWS AGENCY in Orumiyeh, 
emphasized compensation for the damages to the victims of the recent 
skirmishes of Bukan and said: With the liberation of the city of 
Bukan from the hands of the outlawed armed elements, the situation in 
the city is presently quite normal and all the shops have resumed 
their activities. Also, with the cooperation and initiative of the 
brothers in the reconstruction crusade, most government offices have 
resumed their activities. The imam's relief committee, the Foundation 
of the Oppressed, and the revolution prosecutor's office are handling 
the affairs of the people. 


He said: Even though all the needs of the people of Bukan, including 
focdstuff and fuel, have been provided, food ration coupons will be 
distributed in this city. Also, a committee is studying the damages 
inflicted on the people of Bukan during the recent skirmishes. After 
these investigations are completed, steps will be taken to make 
repairs. 


The March of the People of Uramanat 


Following the recent victory of the combatants of Islam in Uramanat 
and Marivan, last Friday morning, the people of Uramanat marched 
carrying placards and pictures of the great leader of the revolution, 
Imam Khomeyni, Dr Beheshti, Dr Bahonar, and martyr Raja'i and shouted 
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harsh slogans against the occupying regime of Qods, the United States, 
and the minigroup Rozgari. 


According to a PARS NEWS AGENCY report, the marchers then gathered in 
front of the public relations office of the guard corps of Uraman. 

The head of public relations of the Marivan guard corps and one of the 
clerics spoke about the nature of the Rozgari minigroup and the 
fugitive Sheykh Osman Naqshbandi. 


In this gathering, a-:song was sung by a group of Marivan students. At 
the end, a resolution was issued and read and the marchers went off 
for the Friday prayers. In the unity-creating and enemy-—breaking 
Friday prayers of Marivan, which were held with the participation of 

a large group of people, one of the revolution guard brothers, named 
Mehrshad, spoke about the martyrdom of Haj Mostafa Khomeyni. The 
Friday prayer leader of Marivan also spoke and offered the congratula- 
tions and condolences of himself and the people of Marivan to the 

imam of the people on the occasion of the martyrdom of Haj Mostafa 
Khomeyni. 


Twelve members of the outlawed [Kurdish] Democratic and Kumeleh 
Parties turned themselves in to the guard corps of Kamyaran in the 
course of last week, expressed repentence for their past actions, and 
received amnesty. 


Memorial Ceremony for Martyr Ayatoilah Seyyed Mostafa Khomeyni in 
Oshnuyeh 


The people of Oshnuyeh held a memorial service on the occasion of the 
anniversary of the martyrdom of Ayatollah Haj Seyyed Mostafa Khomeyni, 
the brave, revered son of Imam Khomeyni. The city governor of Naqdeh 
also participated in the ceremony praising this martyr, which was 
held in the bazaar mosque of Oshnuyeh. Also, the Friday prayer in 
Oshnuyeh was led by Magistrate Khezri. In his prayer sermon, he 

said: The counterrevolution will never achieve its filthy goals 
throush terrorism, because Islam will never retreat from terrorism, 
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IRAN 


MINISTER OF HEALTH DISCUSSES VARIOUS ISSUES 
Tehran JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI in Persian 1 Oct: 81 p 10 


[Text] Dr Hadi Manafi, minister of Health, took part in an exclusive interview 
with JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI and answered its questions. 


Dr Manafi began by discussing steps taken to eliminate unfair distribution of 
doctors in Iran. 


In the name of God, the Merciful, the Compassionate. The roots of the matter of 
unfair distribution of doctors must be studied. We know that doctors have not 
been distributed justly. Our statistics show that there is a doctor for every 700 
persons in Tehran, while there is one for every 2,000 persons in Yazd, and one for 
every 15,000 persons in Kohkiluyeh and Boyer Ahmad, just as there is one physician 
for every 34,000 people in more deprived places. The reason for this is the at- 
traction that more comfortable conditions hold for physicians, which is natural. 
Everyone is in a place where they are more comfortable and where there are more 
facilities, and they want to live there. Formerly, all the resources were con- 
centrated in Tehran, and everyone was naturally drawn to Tehran. The good life 
was in Tehran, and physicians naturally settled in Tehran also and practiced 
medicine there. Therefore it is our goal to give priority to the deprived areas 
as much as we can and attract the physicians towards the deprived areas. This 
will be accomplished in several ways. One is that the attraction of private 
medical practice in Tehran must be reduced. For this reason, the doctor's fees 
which are paid will be of some help, because in the past doctors were able to 

have an income without accounting for it, but after this they will not be able 

to have an income without accounting for it. Therefore, medicine, like other 
fields, must henceforth be controlled, so as to eliminate extortion. This task 
must be pursued vigorously. A law has been drawn up, fees have been set, and a 
law on infractions is on its way to the Majlis. When this law on violations is 
passed, then those who are violators according to that law will be confronted. 
Therefore there will be no more exorbitant incomes. When this activity, which 

of course is only the work of a small number of physicians, is stopped, then that 
appeal of private practice will be reduced. On the other hand we are also in the 
process of trying to make the employment of doctors by the government more appeal- 
ing, and we are upgrading the capacity and quality of the Ministry of Health's 
hospitals. Of course we must also change this attitude of ours. In the beginning 
we said that government hospitals would not work, but today we see that the govern- 
ment hospitals have better and more facilities than many private hospitals, and 
they really are more effective, but we still have the attitude that they are of 
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no value because they are government hospitals. As we have seen, if we dispensed 
expensive medicine at a government treatment center to someone, he would take it 
behind that very treatment center, throw it away and leave. That same medicine 
sold for even higher price when it was wrapped in gold foil. However, since it 
was in bulk form, in 500 and 1,000-unit boxes, placed in an envelope and handed 
to the patient, and the patient did not pay for it because it was from a govern- 
ment agency, and he had no faith in government establishments at that time, he 
would throw it away. Therefore we must change this attitude, when this situation 
appears. Many physicians come to the big cities. When they cannot obtain those 
large incomes they. will naturally be drawn to smaller places. We must, however, 
provide the amenities of life in other areas so they can go there. We know that 
up until today the people have deprived our country of the basic resources. Fur- 
thermore the government has fully committed itself to reaching out to the deprived 
areas and is applying pressure to bring prosperity to the deprived areas first, 
and to take all health and educational facilities to those places that have noth- 
ing of this nature, so that, God willing, we will be able to persuade both physi- 
cians and urbanites who are trying to come to Tehran to give up that idea and to 
go to smaller places to live. 


Absolutely No Mercy Must Be Shown to Smugglers 
The Minister of Health then discussed measures taken to uproot addiction. 


The law gave addicts a 6-month period of grace within which to cure themselves. 
None of them turned themselves in, however. They went into hiding, obtained drugs 
illicitly, and continued with their addictions. We equipped the hospitals on the 
basis of statistics we had and we thought that all of them would turn themselves 
in, but, they did not. Now that the grace period has passed, addiction is a crime. 
An addict is a criminal. This is not the fault of the government, it is the fault 
of the addict who continues with his addiction. The government is guilty of only 
one thing here, and that is not fetching them and imprisoning them. Of course 
eventually it will do this, and God willing, later it will increase its ability 

to do this, so that addicts will be treated like criminals. They will be arrested 
and kept in prison so long as the law allows, and they will be treated according 
to the law. From the point of view of treatment, we are obligated to help by see- 
ing that their condition does not deteriorate, since there is no specific tech- 
nique to cure addiction as such. The matter of treating addiction involves de- 
priving the addict of narcotics for a specified period. The symptoms of addiction 
will disappear as a result of not consuming narcotics, but what prevents an addict 
from quitting is not having a sound personality and a proper will. Just as he 
initially became addicted, after quitting he will again go back to that substance. 
We must, however, make it clear to addicts and our society that this is an inhuman 
act and that whoever does it is a person without a proper personality and will. 

We must strengthen ourselves, our children, and our society so we will not be 
drawn to narcotics, because someone who turns to narcotics and becomes an addict, 
besides being useless and even detrimental to this country and to his own environ- 
ment, becomes a parasite in that society as well. 


To what extent, therefore, can society tolerate that parasite? Ultimately, if 


that parasite is not cured, he must somehow be removed from society. He must 
either be imprisoned or kept under control. On the other hand, narcotics must be 
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fought vigorously, so that if someone smuggles narcotics he will be vigorously 
fought. Absolutely no mercy must be shown to them, because they are people who 
destroy human societies. They must be pulled out by the roots so that addiction 
disappears. 


Implementation of the New Plan for Distributing Medicine 


Concerning the history of implementation of the new (generic) medicine distribu- 
tion plan, the Minister of Health said: 


The generic plan is now being implemented, but it is not a matter of removing the 
old system and supplanting it all at once with this plan and saying now the generic 
plan is in effect and that's it. Supposing we have 13 kinds of ampicillin in Iran. 
The basic ingredient of these 13 kinds of ampicillin is ampicillin, but it was 
found in one place under the name Penbritin, in another as Pantraksil [sic], and 
Ampicine [sic] in another in various guises. Now, however, it is only imported 
and distributed under the name ampicillin. In reality those 13 kinds are changed 
to one kind, but there are stiil some of those other drugs being sold on the 
market along with ampicillin. Gradually, as we are able to respond fully to needs, 
licenses for those drugs will be revoked, and after a specified period of time we 
will not have anything on the market other than ampicillin. The same goes for 
other drugs, meaning we will import and aistribute by the generic name. Now we 
have 50 percent of our consumption, and when we have reached 100 percent of our 
consumption we will have cevoked all the previous licenses. Within 2 years we 
will have a generic system throughout the country, which will cover over 90 per- 
cent of all medicines and we will have no shortages of needed medicines. 


Concerning the use of hospitals to train medical students, Dr Manafi then said: 
The Ministry of Health has around 35,000 hospital beds throughout the country and 
there are about 10,000 hospital beds in the medical schools, which give a total 
of 45,000 hospital beds. It has thus been estimated that if we use all the coun- 
try's resources for training physicians, instead of delivering only 700 or 800 
physicians per year to society, we will be able to multiply this figure several 
times over. Naturally we can train many physicians. As a result, after a certain 
period we estimate that if we can train about 4,000 doctors every year we will 
have one physician for every 1,000 people in the country after 15 years. Today 
we are short 20,000 physicians. Allowing for growth in society, we will need 
30,000 or 35,000 physicians in the next 15 years. Taking this situation into 
account, it has been decided that the Ministry of Health's hospitals will both 
teach and administer treatment. The same is true of the university, and again 
this relates to the Cultural Revolution Staff's plan along the same lines, which 
is to utilize medical facilities throughout the country both for treatment and 
teaching. There is no separation between teaching areas and treatment areas. In 
all our operations, wherever we administer treatment we will also teach in order 
that these medical deficiencies and shortages are rectified. 


Ayatollah Khameneh'i's General Condition 


Ayatollah Khameneh'i is doing well. His hand is now receiving physical therapy. 
He may need an operation, and this will be done at the appropriate time if needed. 
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Our reporter then asked about the new plan that has been introduced in some 
cities. The Minister of Health said: The plan our brothers in Esfahan have pro- 
duced deals with the regulation of dental and other fees. We have the same thing 
also, but we are waiting for guidelines on violations to be put into effect. Of 
course we study all views from every source. In general we do the best thing or 
we combine various ideas and do what works best, which is the way this plan was 
put into effect in Esfahan and Shiraz. Of course these things are easier in small 
‘places. The Friday Imam, the Islamic groups, and the doctors themselves sit down 
and make decisions together. When they come to a conclusion they announce the 
fees and put them into effect. In the Majlis, however, a law has been passed that 
requires the Ministry.of Health to set the fees for medical services, which the 
Ministry of Health has done, but we have not announced it pending passage of a 
law on violations, since we view violation of this as a crime and this should be 
enacted legally. Until it is enacted, if someone wants to violate this and the 
government has no answer, then our work is effectively nullified. Therefore it 

is better if we announce the fees for medical services when the guidelines for 
violations are announced. 


Measures for the Health of Pilgrims 


Concerning measures taken to look after pilgrims to Mecca by the Ministry of 
Health, Dr Manafi said: Every year every 100-person caravan takes a doctor with 
it. This year we took the war situation into consideration and the fact that we 
have great need of physicians in Iran. We realized that if we want to do that 
more than 700 physicians would have te leave Iran. Therefore we put doctors in 
various treatment clinics for them. There was one treatment clinic for every 

10 caravans working continuously there. We did not allow 700 physicians to leave 
Iran for this task. We hope that they will be able to provide good service there, 
and we will not be left shorthanded here. Concerning hygiene, there are hygiene 
teams which are controlling the hygiene situation and the sanitary conditions in 
the caravans, and the Red Crescent also has its own special desert hospital. In 
general we had only one difficulty, and that was that Saudi Arabia did not clear 
the medicines we brought from here. They were extremely difficult about medi- 
cines. Of course we had 1 or 2 days of trouble with medicine there, and then they 
cleared them. God willing these troubles are now over and our pilgrims will re- 
turn to the country having performed the Pilgrimage acceptably, in one piece, and 
good health. 


9310 
cso: 4640/33 


44 


— 


IRAN 


GOVERNOR-GENERAL INTERVIEWED ON SITUATION OF BALUCHESTAN 
Tehran ETTELA'AT in Persian 11 Oct 81 p 4 
[Interview with Dr Mohammadi] 


[Text] Zahedan--ETTELA'AT correspondent--Dr Mohammadi, governor-general of Sistan 
va Baluchestan explained various issues in the province and development plans 
under implementation in an exclusive interview with ETTELA'AT's correspondent. 


While emphasizing the point that counterrevolutionaries have strived and will 
strive to create turmoil in the province, and that the dear brothers and sisters 
of the province must vigilantly strangle each counterrevolutionary movement in 
its infancy, concerning the necessity of eliminating the deprivation in this 
province, said: Martyred brother Raja'i proposed a plan to eliminate deprivation 
in the backward provinces such as Sistan va Baluchestan. A budget of 2.5 billion 
tumans, separate from the province's annual development budgets, was proposed to 
the martyr Raja‘'i's cabinet. After complete study, the proposal was approved, 
and an amount equal to 500 million tumans was placed at the disposal of the 
governor-general and the Department of Agriculture of Sistan va Baluchestan in 
order to start activities. 


The governor-genera’ of Sistan va Baluchestan added: Of course the governor- 
general's office must adapt itself to this broad activity and must create a new 
developmental organization in order to absorb this budget. Our developmental de- 
partment was strengthened by the selection of an effective developmental deputy 
and the invitation of a number of committed experts from the governor-general's 
office. Thus it will be able to have the requisite supervision and management 
over project implementation. 


In order to attract experts to this province, a plan called "three weeks, one 
week" was proposed, which we hope will be approved. 


The Bank-e Mashin Alat-e Sangin [Heavy Machinery Bank] was created in order to 
eliminate the shortage of heavy machinery. Actions were also taken to supply 
building materials, and orders were also placed abroad which will soon be deliver- 
ed. Also, we will try to create a bank called the "Construction Materials Bank." 
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Three Types of Developmental Plans 


He then said: We have three types of plans: A plan related to raising production 
and self-sufficiency, one related to the increase in mercantile activities, and 
one related to the creation of security. 


We have allocated the amount of 900 million tumans for agricultural expansion in 
connection with the development and self-sufficiency plan. The main executor of 
this plan is the Department of Agriculture. The major portion of the plan for at- 
taining agricultural self-sufficiency is concentrated in Sistan and Iranshahr- In 
Sistan, the main parts of the plan are the dredging of streams, building irrigation 
canals, stabilizing shifting desert sand, and raising the productivity of agricul- 
tural land. In Iranshahr, the plan involves the expansion of land under cultiva- 
tion, creation of new date palm groves, the improvement of seed and saplings and 
the education of farmers. It also involves industries associated with agriculture, 
such as disinfectant and date-packaging factories, which will soon go into opera- 
tion. 


Third is the raising of the production of fish and so-called "white protein." To 
this end, refrigerating plants in Konarak and Chabahar have been put into opera- 
tion, and at the present between 30 and 70 tons of fish are purchased daily from 
the fisheries. We hope that this figure will soon come to 150 tons of fish. We 
will also give fishermen more work equipment, and purchase fish from them at a 
more suitable price. 


The governor-general of Sistan va Baluchestan then spoke about the issue of 
"trade," and during a detailed speech, said: By putting the ports of Konarak and 
Chabahar into operation, this province will soon have a first-place role in trade. 
In 2 years, perhaps about 1,000 trucks of goods will be carried from these harbors 
daily. To this end a ship anchorage has been transferred from Bandar ‘Abbas to 
Chabahar, and a company has also announced its readiness to begin to unload be- 
tween 1,000 and 5,000 tons of cargo daily with a system of "double work." 


Founding "Iran Bandar" 


He then said: A contract has been signed with the "Piruz Company" in order to 
found “Iran Bandar." This company is committed to preparing this anchorage for 
operation in Konarak within a period of 20 months. This anchorage will be able to 
handle ships of 25,000 tons. Similarly, a 300 million tuman contract has been 
signed with the "Bahambar Company" for the construction of a jetty in Chabahar. 
This jetty can be a commercial and fishing wharf. This company is also committed 
to delivering jetties for commercial and fishing harbors in Chabahar and Konarak 
within 20 months. 


Dr Mohammadi then spoke about the issue of creating security, and said: In order 
to accomplish this, studies are being made about better control of the borders. 
Among plans being studied are roads on the border strips, coastal roads, creating 
new guardstations and observation towers on the border strip and also strengthen- 
ing the gendarmarie. 


Then, concerning preventing counterrevolutionaries and elements associated with 
the former regime from coming and going across the border with Pakistan, as well 
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as the traffic of international, professional smugglers across the border, he 
said: In this area it has been determined that the gendarmarie will be rebuilt 
and equipped. Some time ago I myself traveled to Pakistan and discussions were 
held towards having the two governments, Iran and Pakistan, jointly control the 
borders. These actions will be pursued. 


Road Construction 


The governor-general of Sistan va Baluchestan then pointed to the matter of roads 
and road construction, and said: Unfortunately, due to the great distance between 
cities and villages and between stone mines and these points, the lack of suffi- 
cient road-building equipment and the lack of companies prepared to carry out large 
projects, we are faced with very serious difficulties in this respect. However, 
the government of the Islamic republic has taken effective steps in this direc- 
tion: The Khash-Saravan road is under construction by two or three companies, and 
the paving of this road has also begun. About 40 kilometers of asphalt paving has 
been laid. As far as the Zahedan-Zabol road is concerned, a contract has been 
signed with the "Paris Company." Previously a Greek company was supposed to com 
plete this road. Furthermore, a major portion of the road-bed preparation on the 
Zahedan-Mir Javeh road has been accomplished. In addition to this, surveying for 
the creation of a rail line between Kerman and Zahedan has begun. It is hoped 
that the construction work on this rail line will begin in the next 2 months. The 
Reconstruction Crusade has done work in this area, but still none of it is suffi- 
cient. 


Purging of Bureaus 


Dr Mohammadi then spoke about the purging of offices in Sistan va Baluchestan, and 
said: We are waiting for the bill for reconstruction and improvement of the 
bureaus. This bill has not yet been approved by the Council of Guardians. When 
its approval is announced, we will go to work in this area. Of course we have 
made those persons ready for service whom we determined were corrupt in the past, 
or who lack the ability to adapt themselves to the needs of the revolution. The 
bill for the reconstruction of the labor force will clarify their situation. 


He added: We have adopted a policy of reward and punishment in this area. If a 
person is suitable and can fulfill managerial responsibilities well, his educa- 
tional documents and previous work experience are of secondary importance. 


Of course removing persons incompatible with the revolution is faster than replac- 
ing them with committed persons. To solve this problem the government must permit 
us to attract effective and constructive forces. 


Plot to Create Discord Between Shiites and Sunnis 


The governor-general of Sistan va Baluchestan then pointed to the Taif Conference, 
which was a U.S. plot to create discord between Shiite and Sunni, and said: This 
is a cowardly plot. They say that we do not use indigenous (Sunni) people in the 
bureaus. We are striving very hard to employ indigenous persons. Anywhere that 

we are introduced to indigenous persons possessing the qualifications and standards 
acceptable to the government of the Islamic republic, you then see that we even 
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request them to come and take responsibility for the people's destiny in adminis- 
trative, developmental and service affairs. These days, government, administra- 
tive and police responsibility, which is a form of worship and a religious duty, 
no longer means that material standards should dominate. Rather the basic goal 

is performing religiously sanctioned and revolutionary service. Wages are gotten 
for living and for serving the people. If persons accept these standards and want 
to work to serve the masses and the oppressed people, official's office doors are 
open to them. 


He added: In the offices of the governor-general, the governors and Lt. governors, 
indigenous persons are used as much as possible. The majority of our lieutenant 
governors are indigenous, and the mayors as well. But in light of the deprivation 
of this province under the former regime, and its cultural deprivation and poverty, 
you can attest that the indigenous forces unfortunately do not possess those spe- 
cialties and qualifications that are needed to implement developmental and admin- 
istrative plans. Therefore non-indigenous experts have come to help their Sistani 
and Baluchi brothers. The indigenous forces are being educated and will be able 
to replace the non-indigenous persons in the future. This matter requires time. 
The government is also making an effort in this direction. Also, when there is a 
situation of equal qualifications, the indigenous person las preference. 


Obstruction by Tribal Chiefs and Counterrevolutionaries 


Dr Mohammadi confirmed the fact that in some of the rural cooperative companies, 
persons affiliated with the counterrevolution and the tribal chiefs are not dis- 
tributing the goods of these companies fairly. They thus create artificial short- 
ages and claim they are the result of the government's functioning. Dr Mohammadi 
said: Unfortunately, due to a lack of change in the laws and standards governing 
rural cooperative unions, no notable steps have yet been taken towards the definite 
solution of this problem. Efforts only have been made to change personnel and to 
make some tactical moves to lessen the influence of the tribal chiefs and stooges 
of the counterrevolution in these unions. 


For example, it was decided to carry out elections of store and union officials, 
which were formerly held under the influence of the tribal chiefs, in the mosques 
and Friday prayers in the presence of pious persons, government officials, the 
Reconstruction Crusade and the clergy. However, a fundamental change must be 
made, and I strongly request officials of the State Rural Cooperative Organiza- 
tion to take serious actions to eliminate these insufficiencies and weaknesses in 
the organization of the rural cooperative companies and unions. 


The ‘Afghan’ Problem 


Following this, the issue of the presence of Afghans in the region was raised. A 
group of these Afghans have created discontent on the part of the government and 
the people, and have set about smuggling drugs and goods needed by the people. 
They are increasing the discomfort of the people. Furthermore, the existence of 
a group of counterrevolutionaries supported by the executed Sadat, Soltan Qabus, 
King Khaled and the United States among these immigrant Afghan brothers and 
sisters necessarily transforms some of them into a potential danger for the 
Iranian Islamic revolution. The governor-general of Sistan va Baluchestan said: 
The government of the Islamic Republic of Iran supports the struggles of the 
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Afghan Mojahedin on the basis of the principle of "neither East nor West." What- 
ever help comes from the Islamic Republic of Iran, whether financial or spiritual, 
the Afghan Mojahedin will not be neglected. However, the existence of some sus- 
picious and corrupt elements among these immigrants must be eliminated. This means 
that not only we but rather the Afghan brothers themselves must not permit persons 
wearing the clothes of expelled Afghans to carry out illegal activities, such as 
drug smuggling, theft and so on. Therefore the government of the Islamic Republic 
of Iran, while accepting the principle that the Afghan brothers must be helped, 
will in no way waive its sovereignty over its own decisions in the territory of 

the Islamic Republic of Iran. The Afghan brothers here are subject to the laws 

of the Islamic Republic of Iran. Thus I request the Afghan brothers to help solve 
the Afghan refugee problem by showing the necessary cooperation with the decisions 
the government has made and the actions it is taking. We believe that the Afghans 
must be divided into different categories. One group is persons who can crusade 
and make war, and they must be helped and guided so that they can go and fight with 
the aggressors. There is no necessity for them to leave their homes and flee from 
the holy war. The second group is persons for whom the possibility of the holy 

war does not exist, such as sick and aged people, women, children and families that 
cannot go and fight. The government of the Islamic Republic, out of the affection 
and brotherly love that it has due to a common religion, considers it its duty to 
accept this group. Camps for them are in the process of formation, and we will 
guide them to these camps. We hope that these camps will be ready in the next 

? months. We will receive them in these camps in a very respectful and Islamic 
manner. 


The third group is persons who have come to iran under the banner of being Afghan 
refugees or warriors and are committing abuses, doing indecent things and disturb- 
ing the peace. We are going to deal with them in a serious and decisive way. We 
will either punish them according to the laws of the government of the Islamic 
Republic, or we will expell them across Iran's borders. 


In any case, the government is very seriousiy determined in this case, and we hope 
that the Sistani, Baluchi and Afghan brothers and sisters will cooperate with us 
in implementing this plan so that we can succeed in carrying it out. If, God for- 
bid, any friction appears in connection with the problems they have created, it 
will in reality be at the desire of the East and West. It will strike blows 
against ‘he indefatigable struggle of the Afghan brothers, and will also inflict 
blows on the government of the Islamic Republic. | 


Rebels, Nobles and Monarchists 


Our correspondent then raised the issue of the rebels, monarchist tribal chiefs 
and drug smugglers. In addition to previous brigandage and martyring a large num 
ber of brothers from the Gendarmarie and two health employees from Mohit-e Khash, 
a while ago they martyred seven of our self-sacrificing Guards brothers on the 
Zabol road. It is said that fugitive monarchists and expelled Savakists situated 
in Pakistan have recently joined with the rebels and tribal chiefs in this move- 
ment. Our correspondent asked: What programs are you currently implementing for 
the decisive suppression of the counterrevolutionaries and preservation of the 
region's security? 
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The governor-general of Sistan va Baluchestan stated in reply: Of course this 
movement which we see coming from the rebels, tribal chiefs and corrupt smugglers 
(who are in reality the same loyal and true helpers of the Idol, since the Shah 
was the head of all these people) is a desperate movement. We should not give 
much value to these movements. They are such cowards and chicken-hearted that 
they make use of the darkness of the night and the emptiness of the roads. They 
martyr everyone, be he a gendarme, a guard, a health employee or a pedestrian. 
This is exactly the same movement that the United States’ other stooges, meaning 
the hypocrites [Mojahedin-e Khalq] are carrying out, with the difference that 
fortunately the hypocrites have no influence here. The United States spreads its 
poison by means of its practical allies. But because these dregs have no base of 
support among the people, they are obliged to flee across the borders or to very 
distant spots. At the present moment the government of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran has absolute authority in Sistan and Baluchestan. However, due to the bor- 
ders being open and Pakistan's lack of control, and furthermore the border regions 
of Afghanistan being open, they flee to those sides of the borders and thus escape 
the claws of Islamic justice. The preservation of security in this case depends 
on the greatest possible control of the borders and the strengthening of the com 
mitted Gendarmarie forces. We must create such security on the border fringes and 
give such complete cover to the borders that they will not be able to easily 
escape from the claws of Islamic justice after striking a blow. We hope that 
with the complete implementation of this plan, the problem posed by these rebels 
will also be solved. I am confident that their movement is even more worthless 
than that of the hypocrites. But since the Great Satan does not want to be so 
easily pushed into the dirt, it resorts to any device. 


U.S. Plots 


Dr Mohammadi then added: The United States once wanted to sow discord between 

the Sunnis and the Shiites with something called the Taif Conference and the Kis- 
singer Plan. At another time, it brought the hypocrites into motion under the 
banner of a monotheistic classless society. Today it thinks that it is possible, 
in the name of the monarchists, to once again gather and put into motion all those 
corrupt persons who enjoyed security in the shelter of the Idol's government. Of 
course this movement is empty and without effect, and Baluchi and Sistani, Shiite 
and Sunni citizens have vigilantly confronted this matter. You yourself have wit- 
nessed that Sunni and Shiite, Persian and Baluchi unitedly participated in the 
funeral of those martyrs. They also condemned the barbaric and inhuman operations 
of these persons. 


What is important is that the Sistani and Baluchi brothers and sisters remain 
vigilant, recognize this sort of plot, and neutralize it. They must know that 
whoever, on whatever pretext, wishes to carry out a plan to create insecurity, 
they are certainly inspired by the Great Satan (the United States). We must be 
attentive and see what the goal of the revolution's enemy is. If the goal is in- 
spiring strike and creating insecurity and discord, it is certain that it is to 
the nation's harm and that it must be decisively confronted. They have been un- 
able to find a base of support among the people during the past 3 years, and we 
must not permit them to find one. 
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Cultural and Economic Poverty 


The governor-general >f Sistan va Baluchestan, concerning difficulties existing in 
the path of implementing revolutionary plans, and the people's duty vis-a-vis 

the government, said: As far as the people's participation in implementing govern- 
ment programs is concerned, we are unfortunately confronted with many more prob- 
lems in this province. Since this deprived and tyrannized nation was not permitted 
to develop culturally during the several centuries of British and U.S. colonialism 
nor afterwards under the tyranny and oppression of the shah's despotic system, not 
only does economic poverty exist, but cultural poverty as well. The consequence 
of this cultural poverty is that the presence of these persons on the scene and 
their participation in their own destiny is made many times more difficult. Simi- 
larly, the responsibility of officials is also many times heavier. In order to 
eliminate this cultural poverty, we have requested and are again requesting the 
committed clergy and our Sunni and Shiite brothers to do some propaganda work in 
order to guide the deprived people of the region, particularly in the villages, 
towards greater participation in the government's work. 


Secondly, by expanding the mass communications network and the mass media such as 
radio and television, we have strived and will strive so that the people have the 
greatest possible access to these two means of mass communication. In this way 
we can really raise the cultural level of the society. The third thing which we 
are soon about to do is to increase the scale and coordination of publications 
put out by revolutionary organs, public relations offices and Islamic societies. 
By coordinating all these cultural organs, we can take steps to publish a news- 
paper throughout the province. By publishing this newspaper, we will be able to 
explain all the problems to the people, and also raise the society's cultural 
level. The illiteracy rate in this province is truly staggering. A great many 
people, due to traditional prejudices, even refrain from sending their children 
to school. A campaign must be made against this idea. Islam has made a lot of 
effort and done much to encourage the increase of literacy. We are hopeful that 
we will be able to greatly raise the society's cultural level by creating schools 
and employing committed teachers. Thus the people themselves will participate in 
developmental activities and take their destiny into their hands as in other places. 


Message to the Province's People 


The governor-general of Sistan va Baluchestan concluded with a message to the 
province's people, and said: In the period of nearly one and a half years that I 
have been serving in this province, I have seen such purity and sincerity in the 
Sistani and Baluchi people that I am confident that, in light of their strong 
religious beliefs and their readiness to accept genuine, Islamic words and actions, 
they will never permit the counterrevolution to stir this province into riot. 


Furthermore I ask the people to pay more attention to the behavior and contacts of 
their children and not permit them to go about unsupervised. Also these dear 
children should beware of falling into the trap of the hypocrites and counterrevo- 
lutionaries, and also strive to raise their cultural level so that we can attain 
self-sufficiency. In conclusion, I once again ask. the dear Sistani and Baluchi 
people to remain vigilantly on the scene and to strangle any counterrevolutionary 
movement in its infancy. 
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RESISTANCE ACTIVITIES ON TURKISH BORDER DESCRIBED 
Buenos Aires LA NACION in Spanish 14, 15 Oct 81 

[Article by Thierry Desfardens: "Iranian Resistance Is Organizing" 
[14 Oct 81 Part I] Guerrilla Forces | 


[Text] I have just spent 2 weeks with members of the Iranian 
resistence who are now making plans to scale the mountains 
along the Turkish border. Ome thing is certain, these people 
are starting to organize very seriously and, what is even 
more important, appear to be at the point of forgetting 
personal or ideological differences which have hindered them 
for months. I met a colonel who is very close to Shapur 
Bakhtiar, a former fighter pilot loyal to the young shah, a 
colonel who swears only by General Ariana, a few prominent 
Kurds, students a bit behind in their studies and more or less 
from the left--in a word the whole spectrum, or almost all of it, 
of the factions opposed to Khomeini, which seem ready to work 
together from now on. 





Paris--The objective of the operation was for me to enter Iran clandestinely and 
to travel from mountain to mountain. Viewed from Paris everything seemed very simple. 
I had been warned that there would be several days of hiking through the mountains 
and I was advised to buy a knapsack, a sleeping bag and some good shoes. The idea 
of losing a few pounds and to step on Iranian soil once more in spite of the 
ayatollah's probibition pleased me. Dressed as a backpacker I arrived in Ankara. 

The first surprise, and this was a dandy, my "contact" was at the airport and in his 
outstretched arms he even carried an immense sign bearing my name in Gothic letters. 
Without any doubt, on that day I was the least discreet "clandestine person" in the 
airport in Ankara. A brand new air-conditioned Mercedes with a chauffeur awaited us. 
My contact insisted on introducing himself. This good looking young man, wearing 

a tweed jacket, open shirt, a silk handerchief and a Cartier watch was a former 
captain of the imperial army. 


- ~ ee 


His Majesty's Emissaries 


During the conversation I soon learned that he had served much more in the Niavaran 
palace than in the remote garrisons. At the present time he had his "base" in 
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Istambul where he was in charge of the transportation to Iran of the emissaries of 
"His Majesty" (the young Shah Reza II) or "His Excellency" (Shapur Bakhtiar). The 
chauffeur placed a cassette in the car. It.was Bakhtiar who spoke. The captain 
opened his portfolio (made of crocodile) and showed me a recent photograph of Reza II. 
I was clearly in the hands of a democratic-monarchical organization. The captain 
left me at the Hotel Buyuk, the Ankara palace where a room had been reserved for 

me. He would come by 2 hours later “with friends." 


Two hours later, with rigorously military precision, three men were waiting for me 
in the lobby of the hotel. The captain introduced me to his two friends, Colonels 
A and M. 


The Western Front 


We settled ourselves in the bar of the hotel between a group of American tourists 
and a Lufthansa crew. The colonel had a proud look. He undisputedly was a man of 
action. At least 1.90 meters high, shoulders as wide as a wardrobe, the neck of a 
bull and a shaven head. M with his small moustache, looked more like a captain of 
the Hussars. In the time of the shah the colonel had been in command of the 
Sanandaj brigade; now he is in command ot the entire "western front." His brother, 
a former major of the imperial army is, on the other hand, "over there" with a 
battalion of 300 men who control the Mahabad hills. 


Without any discretion whatsoever, the colonel opened on the table a military staff 
map and explained the situation to me. Khomeini's men more or less occupy the 
large cities. Tabriz, of course, but also Shapur, Urmia and Mahabad. All the rest 
of the country is in the hands of the "democrats" who, besides, can move freely in 
the big cities during the night. 


Tens of Thousands of Armed Men 
[Question] How many armed men do you have on the entire western front? 


[Answer] Tens of thousands of men. First there are the Kurds of Ghassamlou, that 
is, 30,000 perfectly organized "pechmergas" [Revolutionary fighters] plus 50,000 
armed civilians. At the present time there are in addition thousands upon thousands 
of former military men of the imperial army who are forming groups and training. 

In reality we could take almost all the cities of the west tomorrow. 


Militarily it would not present a problem. We are like fish in water there. But it 
would be a mistake. Khomeini would immediately send his aviation to bomb those 
cities and there would be many civilian victims. No, our strategy is simple. We 
are organizing everywhere, in the whole western region, but also in Beluchistan, in 
all the provinces of the country and in Teheran. 


A Gigantic Insurrection 
We have, of course, many friends in the army and they too are waiting. On "D-Day" we 
want to unleash a gigantic insurrection everywhere at the same time. In Teheran, in 


all the provinces and inside the army itself. Then Khomeini will not be able to do 
anything more. 
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[Question] How soon do you intend to start this insurrection? 


[Answer] Time is of the essence. If we are not able to do anything within 2 months 
then we will have to wait until next year because winter will paralyze us. But at 
the present time we still have political problems. There are those like Ghassamlou, 
who prefer Bani-Sadr and have already forgotten that this Bani-Sadr was the creation 
of Khomeini. And there are the others, among the Kurds (and we desperately need 

the Kurds since they control the pass), who reproach Bakhtiar for his centralist 
aims. But all that will be worked out. 


A Perfect Organization 


M came to the hotel the next day to get me. Several hours later we arrived in Van, 
the last big Turkish city before the border, one of the capitals of Turkish Kurdistan. 
About 1,800 meters in altitude, the high mountains, the multi-colcred dresses of 
women and the thick moustaches of the proud warriors start appearing. Everything 

was perfectly organized. A relief car was waiting for us. We stopped in the very 
middle of the city, at a hardware store of friends. There were other men, former 
officers of the shah. Tea, yogurt, honey. We started out again right away. 


We had to travel for 4 hours to go from Van to Yuksekova. A fabulous landscape, with 
3,000 meter passes, tremendous precipices, interminable defiles, Every once in a 
while we saw huge herds of sheep with their shephards and their large dogs which, 
barking all the while, attacked the car and pursued it in an endless, breathless race. 


Strange Tourists 


Sometimes, after a pass or a curve a Turkish control agent appeared. "Passport. 
Tourist? OK." This calmed me. The Turks don't make any problems for themselves 
with "the tourists" who head straight for an Iranian border which is practically 
closed. They know very well who they are dealing with but they shut their eyes. 
Ankara is now helping everyone, because that brings in a lot of money. Soviet arms 
that go to Iraq pass through Turkey; the arms which supply the Iranian resistance 
also pass through here. There is a sort of tacit agreement. If Ankara blocks the 
opposition's supply the Kurds (Turkish or Iranian) would immediately blockade 
Khomeini's access to the outside. It is give-and take. 


[15 Oct 81 p 9 Part II] Kurdish Opposition 
[Text] A Foreboding Village 


Paris. Yuksekova by night. A foreboding village. A shadowy main avenue, a service 
station, a slightly deteriorated headquarters, furtive silhouettes. The automobile 
stops. M asks me not to move and not to let myself be seen. A few minutes of 
waiting. Another car parks beside ours. They transfer my knapsack from one truck 
to another. They signal me to jump into the other car. And once more the highway. 
This time we travel with the headlights out. And then, suddenly, we leave the high- 
way. 


It is almost a mule path, with a steep grade. We climb the mountain that serves as 
a border with Iran. Fortunately, the night is clear. The climb never ends. M 
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suddenly appears to be more tense. In a hushed voice he tells me that Iran is less 
than 200 meters away, precisely at the summit which is silhouetted against the sky. 
And behind an enormous rock we come to a large lighted farmhouse. The auto stops 
and we get out. 


The Chief 


It is freezing cold, the silence is striking, the altitude slightly oppressing. A 
man waits for us at the door of the house. I see women behind him who become excited. 
"Good day, good day. May God protect you." We enter. We go up a rickety wood stair- 
way. The grain loft is a large room covered by rugs. On the wall a photograph of 
Shapur Bakhtiar. There are five men, seated on the floor, drinking tea from small 
glasses. They get up. All embrace one another. Interminable shows of courtesy. 

One can immediately locate “the chief," an old man wearing a cap, with gold teeth 

and an impeccable thick moustache. Beside him is his son--there is a striking 
resemblence. The others must be in-laws, they are more respectful and remain almost 
withdrawn. It is they, on the other hand, who hurry to carry my knapsack and to 

offer offer me scalding tea, yogurt, honey and olives. 


The Faces Darken 


Everyone sits on the floor again. The courtesies continue for about one more hour. 
And then M, who has translated the entire conversation for me, finally broaches the 
subject which interests us. And suddenly the faces darken. M continues telling 

me everything. Since the day before yesterday everything has gone to pieces. The 
Kurds are killing each other on the other side of the border. Saunar Mamedi, the 
chief of the famous Chkak tribe is in open warfare with Ghassamlou. Ghassamlou 
attacked and Saunar asked Khomeini for help. Khomeini immediately sent his troops. 
Ghassamlou had to evacuate the whole border area and fall back to the south of 
Mahabad, near Nouwawan. Since yesterday the border is thus in the hands of Khomeini 
and his "pasdarans" [Revolutionary Guards] and all this because of traitorous Kurds 
who for reasons of personal rivalry did not hesitate to ally themselves with Khomeini. 


Kurdish Politics 


M takes the blow seriously. He realizes that not only is our trip seriously compro- 
mised but also that these Kurdish complications are going to cause considerable 
trouble once again for Iranian resistance. Our hosts sadly shake their heads inter- 
minatly. They too are Kurds. The tea becomes bitter and the yogurt seems rancid. 


M.explains to me the convolutions of Kurdish politics in recent times. In 1980 the 
Fourth Congress of the Kurdish Democratic Party [PDK] decided to adopt a policy of 
"relative cooperation" with the regime of the ayatollah who, due to the difficulties 
he was having, appeared willing to grant certain benefits to the Kurds. Ghassamlou 
had been reelected secretary general of the PDK and a central committee of 25 members 
was elected. 


Tribal Complications 


A few weeks later, 7 of the 25 central committee members were beginning to dis- 
agree with Ghassamlou because they reproached him for not showing himself to be 
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sufficiently cooperative with Khomeini. At least that was the official reason. In 
reality what was involved once again were triple complications: Ghani Boulourian 
(27 years in prison in Iran during the shah's rule) chief of the seven opponents, 
rejected Ghassamlou's "dictatorship," which was becoming harsher and harsher, and 
accused him also of being too far to the "left." 


This first split was almost without consequences. Unfortunately, a few weeks ago 
three other members of the PDK's central committee also became dissidents. Well now, 
these three members of the central committee were important since they were the heads 
of the Chkak, Harki and Bahzadeh tribes, the tribes that control the Iranian-Turkish 
border itself, and who--this aggravates things even more-~-are allies of the Barzani, 
the Iraqi tribe which controls what is called "the three frontiers," that is, the 
mountains which sit astride Iran, Iraq and Turkey. 


The Seven Plus Three 


This time Ghassamlou could no longer tolerate the dissidence. He sent his "peshmer- 
gas." There was war. The seven plus three brusquely joined Khomeini. The 
“pasdarans" arrived and the peshmergas withdrew toward the east and the border was 
closed. All this had just happened. Our host had not yet had time to advise Ankara. 


M added, "The same thing always happens with the Kurds. It will take us weeks of 
negotiations and a lot of money to reopen the pass. We can no longer do anything 
before the coming of winter." 


They prepared two blankets for us. M talked to me all night long. The world did 
not know anything about it but things were going well for the Iranian democrats. 
There were more and more adherents in Iran itself; where no one could pur up with 
the dictatorship of the mullahs, the crazyness of the ayatollah and the breakdown of 
the economy. The West was making one more mistake when it imagined that Bani-Sadr, 
who was largely responsible for all this chaos, for the executions, might some day 
be the ideal man. No. According to him there were only two possible solutions 
left: either a victory by the communist Tudeh party, which for months has been 
infiltrating the Khomeini government with cells while playing the role of complete 
collaboration between Marxism and the Koran, and is now organizing without any doubt, 
the attacks on the religious heads so as to create a vacuum around Khomeini; or, as 
a second alternative, this general uprising which the democrats are preparing and a 
return to a reasonable monarchy with Bakhtiar as prime minister, free elections, and 
finally, a real chance for Iran. 


A Dramatic Turn 


Next day we left for Van. I met numerous members of the resistance there. They were 
all talking about the dramatic change in the Kurds. A colonel close to Ariana told 
me that the Azadegan movement also has its own guerrilla group but more toward the 
north, in Azerbaidjan. A middle-class man had just arrived from Urmia. His English 
was perfect. When I asked him why he had fled, he first answered me that life was 

no longer possible “over there" because 1 liter of gasoline that cost 2.5 rials in 
1980 now cost 15 rials, because rice went up in price in 15 months from 30 to 280 
rials, a kilo of sugar from 29 to 350 rials. 
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Later he confessed to me that the pasdarans had arrested him because in a raid on 
his home they had found a bottle of whiskey. He received 80 lashes. 


A Mock Execution 


Then they covered his eyes, tied his hands, and led him before a firing squad under 
the pretext that he was helping the PDK. It was a mock execution. "They like to do 
this to destroy people's nerves. But to get free one just has to pay." Therefore 
the man had paid. Like everybody else. 


I met an enormous number of people over a period of several days. Van has become 
the rearguard of the Iranian resistance. The most disparate rumors are circulating. 
An Iranian army battalion had joined the resistance with its arms and equipment. 

An air force colonel had refused to bomb Ghassamlou's men and had gone to Iraq. We 
also lea:ned of the attacks on the president of the republic and his prime minister. 
It was a party. "You can see that he doesn't have long to go. Who carried out the 
coup? His friends? No, it was the Tudeh, but when they liquidate our enemies they 
are playing on our side." 


The Shortlived Republic of Kurdistan 


Among these military men, among these realists, these democrats, I finally met Ali 
Qazi, the son of Mohamed Qazi who, in 1945 was the first and only president of the 
shortlived Republic of Kurdistan and was hanged on the main square of Mahabad by 

the shah. After having been for a long time a diplomat for his father's executioner 
Ali Qazi is now returning to his homeland to lead his own resistance movement. He 
promised to get me across. Therefore a new trip to the border, Unfortunately this 
contact was also no good. A few hundred feet from the border in the company of my 
colleague Georges Menager from PARIS MATCH I fell into the company of a...smuggler. 


Only One Thing Is Certain 


At the end of the world, in an adobe hut, three girls were smoking American cigarettes. 
There were also several sofas covered with imitation panther, mirrors, a large amount 
of beer and tires. We soon realized that things could get very bad. Our man was 

too interested in our watches, our radio, our passports. In Van they had told us 
about certain false guides who robbed and then shot Iranians who were attempting to 
flee the country. We had fallen into the hands of one of them. However, after 

having paid a small ransom we managed to leave on good terms by telling them that we 
were going to get more silver in Van. It was our good luck that he believed us. 


The expedition had once again failed. But one thing is certain: the Iranian 
resistance is organizing. 


9204 
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IRAN 


BRIEFS 





TURKISH TRADE DELEGATION--A Turkish commercial delegation arrived yesterday in 
Orumiyah City in western Azarbayjan Province on a 2-day visit to Iran. Upon 
arrival the delegation held talks with the mayor and officials of the western 
Azarbayjan City on the trade exchange between border cities of the two countries. 
The delegation is composed of a number of assistants from the Turkish ministries 
of commerce and transportation. [Text] [GF170906 Tehran International Service 

in Arabic 0700 GMT 17 Nov 81] 


NEW AMBASSADOR TO VATICAN--Pope Paul II has received the credentials of 
Hadi Khosroshahi, the new Iranian ambassador to the Vatican. [GF181745 
Tehran International Service in Arabic 1430 GMT 18 Nov 81 GFY{ 





MESSAGE TO POPE--In a message from Imam Khomeyni, leader of the revolution and 
founder of the Islamic Republic, to Pope Paul II, his eminence has emphasized 
that humanity does not expect religious men to confine themselves to moral 
issues and worship, but it expects them to pay attention to social ills and 
confront international arrogance. The message was delivered to Pope Paul II 

by Seyed Hadi Khosrowshahi, the ambassador of the Islamic Republic to the 
Vatican who explained to his holiness the devisible stand of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran on Iraq's aggression, the Palestinian cause and the principle 
of neither East nor West, which the government of the Islamic Republic adheres 
to. In his reply, the Pope wished the Imam good health and the Iranian 
people--including the Catholic sect in Iran--prosperity and happiness. He also 
condemned war and terrorism and asserted Iran's sovereignty. During the meeting, 
Khosrowshahi submitted his credentials to the pope in a special ceremony. 
[Text] [GF190920 Tehran International Service in Arabic 0400 GMT 19 Nov 81] 


KHOMEYNI SAID TO BE FREEMASON--According to documents captured in Iran by Iraqi 
troops--the authenticity of which, according to the Iraqis, has been confirmed in 
London--Ayatollah Khomeyni has reportedly belonged to the Masonic Lodge of Iran for 
20 years. Thirty other names of Iranian religious dignitaries also reportedly 
appeared on the role of this "Islamic lodge." [Text] [Paris LE POINT in French 
No 477, 9 Nov 81 p 70] 


CSO: 4619/22 
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NA'IM HADDAD ADDRESSES NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 
Baghdad BAGHDAD OBSERVER in English 9 Nov 81 pp l, 5 


[Text] Mr Na’eem Haddad, Sp- 





eaker of the National Asse- 
mbly, yesterday inaugurat- 
ed the Assembly’s winter 
sessicn. 

Three newly-elected Me- 
mbers were sworn in duri- 
ng the session. 

The Assembly stood for 
one minute in silence in 
memory of the soldiers who 
met martyrdom ir the war 
against the Persian enemy. 

The Speaker in his inau- 

rate speech expressed ho- 
g and alidende that the 
session would complete the 
efforts exerted during pre- 
vious sessions and would al- 
so deepen the Assembly's 
democratic practices. 

He highly praised the gr- 
eat care and attention paid 
by President Saddam 
Hussein to the Assembly to 
enable it assume a leading 
role in the society. 


Mr Haddad said the Ass- 
embly successfully carried 
out its duties in an excell- 
ent manner during the past 
years and exercised its leg: 
islative and other powers 
efficiently and as duty bo- 
und under the law. 


ic base of 17th July Revolu- 
tion”, he said. 

With regard to the Arab 
and international situation 
he added that the session 
was being held under criti- 
cal Arab and world condi- 
tions, full of challanges and 
dangerous escalation of te- 
nsion between the supper 
powers. 

As for the situation in the 
Arab Hom< and he said the 
Arab arena witnessed dete- 
riorating situation at a ti 
me when the strategic alli- 
ance between imperialist 
and Zionist forces has been 
consolidated to control the 
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Arab Homeland through th- 
eir navies and rapid Deplo- 
yment Force. 

“All this strategy” he co 
ntinued “is being prepared 
to liquidate the 
issue, undermine the legiti- 
mate rights of the Arab pe- 
ople of Palestine and indu- 
ce other parties to join 
Camp David Accords”. 

On Lebanon, he said 
“The Palestinian resistance 
and th national forces m 
idation schemes carried out 
by Zionist invasion of the 
south Lebanon”. 


“The suspicious role pla- 
yed by the Syrian regime 
and its forces in Lebanon 


has also weakened the Pa- 
lestinian resistance, milita- 
ry and politically”, he add- 


“The greater part of this 
conspiracy”, he said “‘is car- 
tied out by the Persian reg- 
ime which is backed by the 
Zionist Entity, America and 
some Arab parties. They 
want to distract Iraq’s att- 
ention from liberating Pal- 
estine and mobilize the Ar- 
ab masses to foil all.imper- 
ialist schemes”, Mr. Hadd- 


cSo: 





ad said. 

“When the Persian regi- 
me persists in continuing 
its aggressive war against 
Iraq its aim is to distract 
Iraq’s attention from Pan- 
Arab tasks”, he said. 


Mr Hadad reiterated that 
the Iranian regime was he- 
‘ped by Zionists and imp- 
erialists to wage an aggres- 
sive war against Iraq with a 
view to disrupting its deve- 
lcpment programmes and 
stopping Iraq from effectiv- 
ely contributing to Arab 
and international issues. 
“All these schemes have 
failed so far’, he said. 


With regard to the Zior:. 
st and Persian collaborati- 
on in the field of armament, 
he affirmed that such col]a- 
toration takes place wit) 
the blessing of the United 
States of America. “The 
Zionist Entity and the Pe- 
rsian regime have also coll- 
adorated in raiding Tamuz 
nuclear reactor’, he said. 


He added the same coli- 
aboration was also under- 
way between the rulers in 
Tehran and the those in 
Damascus “who are pushi- 
ng the former to prolong 
the war and refuse all inte- 
rnational and regional effo- 
rts to end the conflict pea- 
cetully”, he said. 


“However”, he said “the 
war has taught Iraq and the 
Arab Nation valuable iess- 


ons, namely that the Arab 
nation is capable of conrro- 
nting the Zionist enemy in 
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a long war for which all 
human, military, political 
and economic potentials can 
be mobilized until the liber- 
ation of Palestine and all 
the usurped Arab lands are 
completed”. 

He added the war has also 
pioved the closing of ranks 
of Iraqi people and theiz 
tallying behind the leader- 
smp of the Ba’th Party he 
aded by President Saddam 
Hussein. 

Mr Haddad confirmed tk. 
at despite the war conditi- 
ons Iraq was determined to 
realize increasing pace of 
development and consoli- 
ating the base of its nation- 
al economy. 

“In acordance with the 
directives of President 
Saddam Hussein, the nati- 
onal development plan inc- 
ludes a numbr of indicatio- 
ns underlying the fact that 
Iraq was determined to 
execute its development pl 
ans and proceed along the 
path of social and economic 
progress to raise the lwing 
and cultural standards of 
ts people”, he said. 

“The leadership of th< 
Party and the Revolution”, 
he said, “has exerted conc- 
reted efforts to ensure vict- 
ory on both the home front 
end the war’. 


He added, Iraq has strat- 
egic potentials to meet all 
challenges and emergenci- 
es. The soundness of its ec- 
onomy is another indication 
that the leadership of the 
Party and the Revolution 
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has taken into account all 
aspects of life. 

“While in Iraq an upsur- 
ge in development is taking 
place and national unity is 
becoming more and more 
consolidated, the enemy, 
for its past, is in a chaotic 
situation with increased de- 
terioration in its poitical, 
social, and economic condi- 
tions, lack of national untiy 
and escalaton of Iranian 
peoples’ stru 
N\homeini’s terror’, he voi- 
nted out, 

“Nonetheless”, he said 
“Iraq has not forgotten its 
responsibilities towards its 
people and the peoples of 
the region. It still is ready 
to resolve the conflict pea- 
cefully and enter into dir- 
ect negotiations with despi- 
te the enemy’s intransigen- 
ce and persistence to purs- 
ue aggression and frustrate 
peaceful moves”. 


; Phi gh masses loo 
ow - 
their attachment to the 
right national path pursued 
by it to foil imperialist and 
Zionist plans”, he added. 
“The steadfastness of 
the Arab people of Palesti- 
ne in the occupied lands 
was another indication tha‘ 
the Arab people are deter- 
mined to met all challeng- 
es”, he said, adding that the 
killing of traitor Anwar Sa- 
dat was yet another proof th- 
at Arab people reject Camp 
David Accords and back 
the Palestinian issues and 
Other Arab issues”, 











RAMADAN ADDRESSES OPENING OF ADMINISTRATIVE CONFERENCE 


Baghdad BAGHDAD OBSERVER in English 9 Nov 81 p 4 


[Text } 


On behalf of President 
Saddam Hussein, Mr Taha 
Yassin Ramadhan, Revolu- 
tion Command Council Me- 
inber and First Deputy Pr- 
emier, yesterday morning 
opened the 2nd _ scientific 
conference on administrati- 
ve sciences in the Arab Ho- 
meland. 

Addressing the conferen- 
ce Mr Ramadhan referred 
to the significance of hold- 
ing the conference in Bagh- 
dad at a time when Iraq 
was ushering in a new stage 
of the Arab nation’s way of 
life. 

Since the conference was 
being held in Iraq, Mr Ra- 
madhan pointed out, Iraq’s 
victories over the Pe- 
rsian enemy would be anot- 
her factor of ensuring the 
success of the conference. 
This will be so because Ir- 
he victory has strengthen- 

its tion which will 
be an object of study and 
debate by the conference”, 
Mr. Ramadhan said. 

He also indicated the 
urportance of serious and 
c>c.sistent work to develop 
che system of administrati- 
ve practices in the light of 
the new revolutionary de- 
mocratic experiment in 
Iraq. 


He expressed confidence 
that the conference would 
be more effective in lead- 
ing to the increase of deve- 
lcpment returns in the Ar- 
ab Homeland and the expa- 
nsion of cooperation among 
Arab establishments conce- 
rned with development of 
administrative systems. 

Later Dr Mohammad al- 
Tawil, chairman of the exe- 
cutive council of the Arab 
Organization for Administ- 
rative Sciences, called on 
the conference to exert 
tho lneyeuged royeirements 

requirem 

of developing the administ- 
rative practices in the Arab 
Homeland in accordance wi- 
th the much needed joint 
Strategy and programmes 
to create more effective sy- 
stems for administrative pi- 
anning. 

He referred to the signif- 
icaNce of convening the co- 
nference in Iraq which ne- 
cessarily followed from Ir- 
aq’s advanced status in the 
field of administrative sys- 
tems. He affirmed that the 
Iraqi National Centre for 
Consultations and Adminis 
trative development, was 
considered as one of the 
pinoneering bodies for dev- 
eloping the administrative 
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systems in the Arab Homel- 
and. 


The opening session was 
attended by a 
Minist y a number of 


and specialists in 
administrative fields. 

The conference elected 
Dr Taha Ibrahim al-Abdull- 
ah, Iraqi Planning Minister 
as chairman of the 
conference and Mr Mazin 
al-Shukir, Tunisian Minister 
in of Administrati- 
Ive Reform, Mr Sa’eed al- 
Ghaith,, Minister of State 
for Cabinet Affairs in the 
United Arab Emirates, as 
vice-presidents. 

Dr al-Abdullah thanked 
the conferees for electing 
him chairman of the confe- 
rence. 


was read which reviewed 
the overall national issues 
in the Arab countries in 
general and the deveiopm- 
ent of administrative syste- 
ms in particular. 

It also referred to the mo- 
st important achievements 
of economic and social dev- 
elopment and the directions 
of administrative develop- 
ment in Arab Homeland in 
the light of the regional 


cso: 
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reports submitted 


to the organization 
and the researches and con- 
sultations completed since 
oe conference in 


It also contained the gu- 
idelines for the integration 
of administrative systems 
in the Arab Homeland. 

The ‘day conference will 
debate the reports submitt- 
ed by a number of Arab 
countries on their administ- 
rative activities. It will also 
discuss the startegy of de- 
veloping administrative pr- 
actices in Arab Homeland 
and cooperation among Ar- 
ab counries in all fields 
which would ultimately se 


expertise, information and 
visits of teachers to arrive 
at an Arab theory on admi- 
nistration taking into acc- 
ount the nationalist chara- 
cteristics of the Arab soct- 
ety. 
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NEW REGULATIONS AID PRIVATE SECTOR PARTICIPATION 


Baghdad BAGHDAD OBSERVER in English 3 Nov 8lp5 


[Article by L. ¥. Barkko: 


[Text] 


csc: 


The Ministry of Industry 
and Minerals announced th- 
at this vear’s pian regulati- 
ng projects which could be 
undertaken by the private 
sector has been amended to 
enable it enter, for the first 
time, into mew industrial 
spheres. 


The announcement was 
in line with President 
Saddam Hussein's directiv- 
es calling for a larger part- 
icipation by private enterp- 
rises in development plans. 


President Hussein has 
repeatedly pressed this po- 
int. Chairing a Cabinet me- 
eting on September 2] he 
said adequate development 
required a programmed pa- 
rticipation of private enter- 
prise. 


Despite war circumstan- 
ces, Iraq has soured more 
{han three billion dollars 
into —a during che cu- 
rrent year. This explains the 
soundness of Iraqi econd- 
my. 


§83 industrial projecis 
have been carried out by 
the private sector. These 
include, tile. brick and ce- 
ment bloc! factories, to me- 
et the rapidly increasing 


4400/53 


63 


demand for onstruction 
materials. 


Py the end of its “ive- 
Year Development Plan 
Iraq hopes to produce 25 
million tons of cement and 
eight billion bricks. 

The upsurge in develop- 
ment activities can be mea- 
sured bv the total yearly 
cement consumption which 
in Iraq is the highest in the 
world in per capita terms. 


To increase private ente-. 


rprise contribution to the 
production of construction 
materials, the Industrial 
Development Bank has be- 
en granting !oans equalling 
60 per cent of the total cost 
of such projects. 

During the first four mo- 
nths of the war, the Bank’s 
loans went up by a record 


100 per cent from the same 
period last year. 


An innovative combinati- 
on of both private and soc- 


ialist sectors in underway 
and the Iraqi leadershir 


views private enterprise as 
complementary and basic tc 


the functioning of the soc- 
‘aiist sector. 


TRAQ 


"Deivate Sector Invited to Invest in New Industries") 
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SOUTH KOREAN ROAD CONTRACT--The South Korean company Hyundai Construction has 
won a $369 million contract with Iraq to build an expressway between Rutba in 
Western Iraq and the Jordanian border, according to a REUTERS report from Seoul 
last week. The project for the State organisation for Roads and Bridges is due 
for completion by September 1984. The Korean company is also negotiating with 
Iraq's State Organisation for Housing for a $400 million deal to build 2,800 
housing units in Samara. [Text] [Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English 
No 44, 2 Nov 81 p 12] 


INCREASED AUSTRALIAN IMPORTS--Australia is expecting a boost to its trade with 
Iraq. Minister of Housing and Construction D. T. McVeigh said during a recent 
visit to Baghdad that in addition to primary products, Iraq was keen to increase 
its imports from Australia of such items as agricultural machinery, veteri:.ary 
products, air coolers and medical products. The minister added that Australia's 
exports to Iraq had grown five-fold over the past four years. During the last 
financial year, exports to Iraq were worth $259.7 m. [Text] [London 8 DAYS 

in English No 43, 31 Oct 81 p 41] 


TANZANIAN TRADE INCREASE=--Dar Es Salaam-~Iraq is interested in buying a number of 
agricultural and forest products from Tanzania, Tanzanian Minister for Trade Ali 
McHumo said here on his return from Iraq. The Minister, who represented his coun- 
try at the Iraq International Trade Fair, said that the two countries have agreed 
to strengthen trade cooperation and increase the exchange of trade delegations. 
“We have invited the Iraqi Trade Minister, Hassan Ali, to visit Tanzania for fur- 
ther consultations and exchange of views,” said the Tanzanian Minister. Speaking 
on the volume of trade between the two countries, he said there had not been much 
trade, especially after the breakout of the war between Iraq and Iran. He ex- 
plained that Iraq had been finding it difficult to carry out normal trade with 
other countries due to the war. According to trade sources here, Iraq could be a 
market for such goods as leather, tinned meat, tinned fruits and juices, timber, 
tea and beans. At present Tanzania sells to Iraq cloves, coffee and sisal. [Text] 
(Doha GULF TIMES in English 6 Oct 81 p 9] 
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ISRAEL 


DEVELOPMENT ISSUES IN ARAB TOWNS DISCUSSED 
Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 4, 7, 9, 10 Sep 81 
[Articles by Mordechai Barkai] 

[4 Sep 81 pp 15, 23] 


[Text] According to statements made by the Alignment's secretary for Arab af- 
fairs immediately following the elections, Israeli Arabs have proven that they 
dre in favor of co-existence and assimilation. This is certainly encouraging 
in and of itself. But if one were to doubt the validity of this determination, 
it would be due to the fact that this evaluation and others related to election 
results in the Arab sector are made by Arab specialists, not election analysts. 
The analyses that reached interested parties within the Jewish sector this time, 
as was the case 33 years ago, were from mediator-commentators. 


Although the Jews, who are perhaps unwilling experts on the Palestinian problen, 
continue to demand that a position be taken relative to the future of the terri- 
tories, they behave as if they were exempt from worrying about the Arab existence 
in the Galilee, the triangle, the depths of the Negev or even down the block, in 
cities such as Acre or Ramallah, places that are undeniably your country and 
mine--and theirs. 


This is their country, too. But with the exception of certain defined groups in 
certain defined areas and situations--students on campuses, workers and employees 
in certain industrial sectors, crowds and clerks on both sides of cashiers’ win- 
dows, even certain geographic neighborhoods--Israeli Arabs are not a regular 
part of the Israeli Jewish awareness. They appear mainly in the headlines, in 
articles about unusual events: enemy organizations, blood wars between the 
peoples of Kfar Yasif and Julis, the murder of Knesset member Shaykh Abu Rabi‘a 
against a background of political bickering. These irregularities are presented 
along with analyses by specialists, not because the issues themselves are com- 
plex, but rather because the events relate to people who are so close and yet, 
in reality, so far. 


This alienation is a one-way street. The Jews in general know very little about 
the Arab population. The Arabs on the other hand know a good deal more about 
the Jewish population and what's happening within it. Everyone below the age 

of 45 speaks Hebrew, watches Hebrew television and listens to Hebrew radio. A 
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significant portion of the Arab work force is employed in the Israeli economy. 
This one-sided, one-way acquaintance is due to the fact that information about 
the Jewish population is plentiful and basic. The Jewish part of Israel is 
well known to the Arab population. The Israelis expose their strengths and 
weaknesses to the Arabs, in more detail and depth than most people realize. 


All that has been written thus far is no more than an aside, but it serves as 

background to the attempt being made to understand some of that which is hap- 

pening in Israeli Arab villages today, in the summer of 1981. We say villages 

in particular because despite the elite position of Nazareth and despite the 

urban standing of Shefar‘am, and despite the fact that there are concentrations 

of Bedouins in the Negev, in the North and in the Arab quarters of integrated 

cities, it is the village that represents the essential character of the Arab | 
society, even today. There, in the villages, the really important developments 
are taking place. | | 


Two weeks ago, in Acre, a group of 10 elected Arab officials gathered to pub- 
licly express their disagreements with the policy of the National Board of Arab 
Council Leaders in Israel. The head of the Bedouin village of Sha'ab, the 
council leader from Fassuta, and council heads from Gush-Halav, Makr, Fraydis, 
Majd El-Karum, Abu-Sanan and others, accused the Board of being a puppet manip- 
ulated by Rakah and other extremist groups. Five days earlier, in Nazareth, 

the Board had discussed a list of fiscal demands for the government. They had 
also discussed a strike by the local Arab councils and the discontinuation of 
services, if the demands were not met. The 10 leaders complained that they 

had been threatened in Nazareth because they disagreed with Rakah policy. They 
demanded that the Board discuss municipal issues only and that it should cooper- 
ate in every way with the central government in Tel Aviv. Four days after their 
public appearance in Acre, the chairman of the Board, Ibrahim Nimr Husayn, who 
is also mayor of Shefar'am, met with the Acre group. According to one report he 
promised to be more responsive to complaints and to work hand-in-hand with the 
local government. However, according to another report, he was very hard on 
them. In any event, the local government did organize a meeting between the 
Ministry of the Interior and the heads of the Arab councils. 


No solutions were worked out, but at least the situation was brought to light. 


The Arab settlements are demanding funds for their empty coffers. They are de- 
wanding basic changes in the structure of the regular budget and development 
budgets. They are demanding equality with the Jewish settlements. They are 
demanding all this with urgency. The purpose is not to establish new services 
or implement new projects for developments, but, in the words of Ibrahim Nimr 
Husayn, to prevent the deterioration of existing services and to pay teachers' 
salaries. Budget allocations in the Arab sector, according to the officials’ 
complaints, are lower than those in the Jewish sector by a 4:1 ratio. The reg- 
ular budget of the Jewish settlements is established based on the rate of 5, 000 
shekels per capita while in the Arab sector the calculation is based on l. 500 
shekels per capita. The development budget for the Arab councils amounts to 65 
shekels per person.--"Less than nothing! Zero!" Another complaint is related 
to the inequities in the allocation of funds among Arab settlements. Why does 
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a village with 9,000 inhabitants receive 12 million lira when the village of 
Jatt, with only 4,300 residents, receives 60 million? 


The local government, which conducted its own studies on the financial situation 
of the councils in the Arab sector, found that--setting mismanagement and ignor- 
ance aside--there was some justification to these claims at least in two areas: 
among Jewish municipalities the number of workers in municipal positions was sim- 
ilar, 2.5 times higher that that of the Arab municipalities. Further, when the 
Ministry of the Interior makes budgetary decisions for the Jewish municipalities, 
it takes the overall budget into consideration, whereas with the Arab municipali- 
ties, every item is considered separately. 


The truth is that here is a real annual increase in the budgets of the Arab set- 
tlements at a rate which exceeds that of the Jewish settlements. But the gap is 
so large--as the local government will admit--that one can only dream of elimi- 
nating it. More realistically, one can only hope, under the best of circumstances, 
to reduce it. The natural increase in the Arab population (4.1 percent annually, 
as compared with 1.7 percent in the Jewish sector) is the main cause of the prob- 
len. 


The shortage of classrooms is the most painful. Children study in dilapidated 
structures and most localities rent rooms from private individuals, rooms that 
were not deemed suitable for any other purpose, not even for storage. Some are 
damp and musty, some are oppressively hot. The state inspection codes which 
set standards for square footage per student and adequate ventilation are like 
a bad joke in rented rooms such as these. Last year, the shortage amounted to 
1,400 rooms (based on 35 students to a room!). Government funds barely cover 
the cost of adding 100 rooms each year. This rate doesn't even allow for the 
maintenance of the current level. 


The reason for this distress--in the opinion of council head Mohammad Ebri--lies 
in the fact that the local Arab councils became independent municipalities only 
20 years ago. At that time, his village in the western Galilee was in reality 
cut off from the outside world. The first road, an access road, was paved in 
1961. It was only in 1965 that they hooked up to water lines. And they waited 
for electricity until 1973. The first telephones were installed in 1975. The 
first local council--as was true for other Arab villages--did not really grasp 
the essence of its role and shied away from accepting loans (!). They appear 
to have ignored debts which would eventually mean the eviction of residents 
from their land. Mohammad Ebri dreams about building an industrial area in 
cooperation with the neighboring villages of Dayr-Hana and Sakhnin. But he 
doesn't know where they'll get the financial backing required to do so. 


Does this mean that the Arab settlements are sinking into poverty? Not neces- 


sarily. The situation of the local councils is distinct from that of the in- 
dividual residents. 
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[7 Sep 81 pp 5, 7] 


[Text] Even in Shefar'am, where the danger exists that services may fall apart 
completely due to lack of funds, the situation of the residents themselves is 
"Not bad, thank God, not bad."" Most are well established people, from middle 
class families--Christians, Muslims, and Druze living in separate but close 
quarters. There are no significant economic differences among them, no tension. 
Recently, the Ministry of the Interior approved an additional 8,000 dunams to be 
added to the town's land area. This is a positive step but it is already clear 
that it is not enough. A much larger addition will be required. According to 
projections, the town will have 60,000 residents by the year 2000. Most of this 
increase will come not from natural growth but from immigration, especially from 
Bedouin concentrations in northern Israel. Indeed, Shefar'am holds a strong at- 
traction, first because of its location in the middle of the geographic-economic 
triangle of Acre-Haifa-Nazareth, and second, because of its reputation as a tow 
which absorbs immigrants and treats them in a humane and friendly manner so that 
in a short time they are part of the local population. 





The movement to build up the Arab settlements has been increasingly active over 
the last 15 years or more. Private homes with unique designs are being built-- 
not housing projects--some of them quite ostentatious and luxurious, in the style 
of the villas on the hills around Mount Carmel. They are crowding out the old 
stone and mortar houses from generations long gone. What's more, they're ob- 
scuring the characteristic traits of the Arab village. On the outskirts of some 
settlements, street after street of new homes are being built, well-planned and 
according to a clear blueprint. Im other areas, houses seem to spring up at 
random, sometimes alongside a cultivated plot of land, sometimes in an olive 
grove, facing different directions and attesting to a lack of planning and/or 
precision. 


This private building movement is not connected with or accompanied by the ‘de- 
velopment of public areas or public improvements. This is another indication 

of the gap between the financial situation of the local councils and that of the 
local residents as individuals. When the settlement was smaller--as the head of 
'Arab's council, Mohammad Ebri, nostalgically recalls--and residents knew each 
other better, community commitment was greater. People were more concerned about 
the cleanliness of their surroundings. Today, there is a local council, thank 
God, and the residents prefer to let the council do the work. But the council 
is struggling to maintain services, among them sanitation and cleaning. If 
there was money, they would lay sidewalks. But with no money, there are no 
sidewalks. The shoulders of the asphalt roads are strips of ash piled with 
garbage. Without paved shoulders, a mechanical street sweeper cannot be used. 


In all of ‘Araba, with its 9,000 inhabitants, there is one soccer field (and it 
does not belong to the municipality, it is rented). It is aiso the only green 
spot is town and even there, the neglected grass is yellowing. The Arab settle- 
ments in the triangle and in the Galilee have been blessed for the most part 
with an outstanding view, and the people have been blessed with a feeling for 
beauty and form. But this demand for aesthetics is expressed inside their homes, 
for the individual's benefit. The collective does not gain by it. 
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In all of Shefar'am there is no public park, not even an oasis of greenery, just 
as there is no real movie theater. It would not be worthwhile to build one, so 
they say, nor worth the cost of upkeep. There are no sports facilities, no pub- 
lic meeting rooms where the young people can get together in the evening for a 
good time. For such activities, the youth go to Qirlyat At'a or other qiriyot 
on the gulf, or to Haifa. Youth facilities are for boys, not for girls. 


Sayid Salim Shalah is a senior in high school. He took me to the foot of the 
citadel in the heart of Shefar'am where he showed me the beautiful arched en- 
trances leading to the great halls constructed by the Ottomans on foundations 
laid by the Crusaders. He and his friends, so he said, asked the town council 
to fix up one of these halls for them, halls where generations of garbage has 
accumulated, halls that no one is using for anything. They wanted a club: 
"Yes, a disco--why not?" They were answered with, "No funds." Sayid Salim was 
not convinced. He and his friends claim that the proceeds from the two local 
soccer teams (Hapo'el Shefar'am made it to the top league this year) would have 
sufficed for a start “if they really wanted it." I asked the mayor, ibrahim 
Nimr Husayn, why he didn't try to get the money together, from loans or grants, 
from rich Arabs in America or the oil countries, to subsidize special projects. 
The major didn't like my question. He explained, "Nazareth tried to get funds 
from abroad and failed. You can see what happened on the West Bank. Until re- 
cently, towns on the West Bank could solicit funds from the Arab world, as much 
as they wanted. But now, the Israeli government interferes and causes delays." 


How many of these troubles are a result of the network of relations between the 
local Arab communities and the central government of Israel--and how many have 
placed their fate in the hands of the local leaders? In other words: Does 

Jatt have a secret that was used to get five times the budget of a village twice 
its size? 


In Jatt, there is no sign of the dilapidated school rooms present in most Arab 
sectors. Six years ago, the last rented room was abandoned and today, children 
of all ages, from kindergarden to the upper high school grades, study in well 
equipped rooms, in designated buildings which are properly maintained. And 
they're still building. One of the two elementary schools won the President's 
Award this year. 


tn Jatt, tax collection rates are as high as 100 percent. On 1 April of this 
year, the residents finished paying off 30,000 shekels in debts to the local 
council and in the first month of the new fiscal year, 45 percent of the taxes 
levied had been collected. Jat had enforced linkages and interest on late pay- 
ment of debts before these policies were enacted into law. There is undoubtedly 
a connection here. 


In Jatt the employment picture is the diametric opposite of that in other vil- 
lages. In many or most areas, agricultural jobs are declining and the lion's 
share of the labor force goes to work on the outside "from Eilat to Qiryat 
Shemona." In Jatt, however, only 15 percent of the workers go elsewhere for 
employment. The rest earn their living within the village, the large majority 
in agriculture, of all things, in intensive agriculture in greenhouses which 
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yields an especially good return. “Blue collar," non-professional work is domi- 
nated by workers from the occupied territories who are far greater in number than 
the few from Jatt who work outside their village. The jobs they fill are much in 
demand within the various branches of industry in ‘Afula and Netanya. 


In Jatt the birth rate accounts for a 2.5 percent annual increase in the popula- 
tion, compared with a 4.1 percent average in the Arab sector as a whole. In 
1967 there were 147 babies born in Jatt. A decade later, in 1977, only 116 
babies were born. This surprised many, perhaps, but was nonetheless considered 
an achievement in family planning (average: 5 persons), and was attributed to 
the large number and influence of teachers in the village. 


In addition to the regular services, the residents of Jatt can take advantage of 
some unusual benefits such as the sports facilities--soccer, basketball and ten- 
nis--which are lit, well-kept and surrounded by bleachers. There is also a spe- | 
cial budget for events and parties held in the village cultural center. | 


In Jatt, there is a unique public park, encircling the "Hill of Education" and 
encompassing the sports facilities. 


All this is enumerated and presented by Mayor Ahmad Abu-Isba', who speaks 
"Kaduri brand Hebrew." It was at the Kaduri Agricultural Schocl that he ac- 
quired his profession as a teacher of nature and agriculture. And it was there, 
as far as one can tell, that he developed a love for trees and all things green. 
Ten years ago, with his own hands, he began planting for the park on the hill of 
the old graveyard. He brought each plant, one by one, from nurseries all over 
the country. Now the trees stand taller than a man and continue to be well . 
cared for. On the park's summit is a colorful boat with two slides on either 
side. The idea belonged to an artist from 'En-Hod whom Abu-'Esb'a met in Lod. 
He ordered a set of the equipment as the focus of the children's play area on 
the Hill of Education. The hill can be reached via an access road which leads 
into town. The avenues in town are lined with fig trees. And there will be an 
amphitheater, and public gardens, and... 


The mayor of Jatt is not bashful. He's 45 years old and 22 of those (with the 
exception of one term) he spent as head of the local council or as an active 
member on it. "The secret? It's simple: I know my job. I also know the job 
of the treasurer and all the other key officers in the local government. I 
know exactly what we should be getting and I get it." What, for example, has 
he gotten? He has convinced the Ministry of the Interior to establish the 
council budgets, not based on last year's budget, nor on population, but based 
on need. He is on excellent terms with the establishment. He can go to the 
national insurance offices and say, "You have to find a position here for one 
of my boys." He can go to the police and tell the station commander, "Release 
that youth. I, as head of the local council, will be responsible for his be- 
havior." He is not only the head of the council in Jatt, he is also a member 
of the central management committee for the local government, a member of the 
Board of Arab Settlements, and he's on the professional councils of both groups. 
Today, he is no less involved in enterprises related to the entire Arab sector 
than he is involved in his own village. 
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And because he is at the head of the organizational committee, and because he was 
appointed with a group of "positive" council heads ("and don't think that means 
I'm in someone's pocket"), a positive attitude exists on the part of the residents 
toward the council, its activities and its dealings with the establishment and the 
Jewish settlements in the region. How is this expressed? "In the last Knesset 
elections, the Rakah ‘front’ received 25 percent of the vote, as compared with 

65 percent in the preceding election. Today, there are no Rakah supporters in 

the municipality. 


[9 Sep 81 p 11] 


[Text] He who thinks he knows what a wedding is like in an Arab village should 
not be too sure of himself. He may not be up-to-date on the details, at least 
as far as Salah Diyab's "Muntaza." 


The background of this phenomenon can be explained more or less as follows: In 
the years of economic prosperity which began around 15 years ago, Arab women 
found that when it came time to marry off their sons and daughters, although 
they wanted a big wedding, they cringed at the thought of how much work would 
be involved in the preparation. They looked to the Jewish mothers to see how 
they did it and ... they discovered the banquet hall. 


Banquet halls in Haifa or Naharia, in Acre or in Netanya were undoubtedly expen- 
sive, but that was not the problem. There was the problem of the city ordinances 
that required the orchestra to stop playing at 11:00, at which time the real fun 
was just beginning. The aforementioned Mr Diyab drew the proper conclusions and 
came up with the idea of garden restaurants, like the well known "Montaza" in 
Ramallah. In order to completely avoid the problem of closing time, he built 

it at the crossroads between two villages in a location which does not fall 

under any city ordinances. 


In the course of time the garden restaurant was subject to the same phenomenon 
as any new fashion: it was not only popular among Arab families planning wed- 
dings, it was also discovered by Jews who started holding their weddings and 
Bar Mitzvahs there. Christians started celebrating baptismals there and the 
graduating class from the police academy in Shefar'am started using it for 
their ceremonies. 


S'alah Diyab, as everyone knows, is already planning to expand the “Montaza" 
into a country club, to add a stable, maybe even tennis courts. It all depends 
of course on his continued success. In the meantime, the restaurant continues 
to fulfill its original function. Arab weddings take place nightly, in the 
best Muslim tradition, but paid in cash and not in time and effort. 


This symbolizes the changes that have occurred in the Arab village, although it 
is not the most characteristic. Far more indicative are the large modern 
buildings, the hundreds of new consumer goods that have appeared on the market, 
western dress and a revolution in public health and medical services (without a 
doubt attributable to the Histadrut clinics). 
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When the first local councils were established 20 some odd years ago, it was 
only natural--according to the way of looking at things at the time--that the 
government would be in the hands of the clan leaders. They had always filled 
key positions, and if some of them were per chance illiterate, it didn't nec- 
essarily matter. Today the last vestiges of the clan system are fading and 
disappearing. More typically, elected officials are young local politicians 
(the average age is 35)--young and educated. This is a far more significant 
indicator of change. 


But, it is hard to imagine a more drastic change than that which has begun to 
effect the status of women, married and unmarried alike, in the social struc- 
ture of the Arab village. And more changes are yet to come. 


Nellie Karkabi talks about one of the latest developments in this process--the 
extent to which women were involved in the election campaigns and their re- 
sults. "... In Nazareth and in Shefar'am, in Tamra and in Acre, in Kfar Qar'a 
and in ‘Ar‘ara, as well as in a score of other places, women worked for com- 
pting parties. Within Rakah this was not an entirely new phenomenon, nor 
within Mapam. But it was new for the Labor Party." It was not a representa- 
tive of the party activists who went about waving the flag from town to town, 
but local cadres of women who rose and worked in their villages. "They spoke 
at meetings in homes, they spoke out of a conviction that they would get re- 
sults. They didn't work blindly. We were very critical of the Alignment. 

But we knew how to be perceptive without causing harm. We understood the de- 
mands of the campaign period ..." 
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Nellie Karkabi, a college graduate born in Nazareth and residing in Shefar‘an, 
is the wife of a school principal and a member of the center for Working Women 
and Volunteers in Israel. She speaks about the tremendous improvement in the 
status of women--often in the home she is now a full partner in terms of 
parental responsibilities and her opinions are respected even if she doesn't 
work. Of course, there has been an enormous change in the attitude toward 
daughters within the family. Even in the villages, far fewer families hesitate 
to send their daughters to co-ed classrooms in high schools. Often a father 
can be heard saying: "My son doesn't want to study? So what. He can go to 
work at some job. And if my daughter is the one that wants to study at the 
university, let her study. Why not?" The result is that in Shefar'am, a sig- 
nificant percentage of the teachers are local, educated women. The same is 
true for the social workers, the nurses and supervisors at local clinics, and 
the tellers in both local banks. Young educated girls who did not find employ- 
ment in Shefar'am work in Haifa and in the qiriyot as clerks and secretaries 
(for Jewish employers and, by the way, mostly under inferior conditions). 


What Nellie Karkabi and other members of the Working Women and Volunteers in 
other areas are trying to do is encourage women who did not finish high school 
or university, and therefore sit at home, to go out and get industrial jobs. 
They need this encouragement and so do their families. The advancement of the 
educated woman is assured, more or less. But the immediate goal is the advance- 
ment of those women who did not study in high schools or universities--from 
being idle to working in a factory, thereby allowing these women to gain finan- 
cial security, social status and self-esteem. 
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Nellie Karkabi tells both the educated women and the factory workers to beware 
because they're treading on thin ice: “You can't imitate Jewish women. You 
can't behave like them. What is acceptable for them is not acceptable among 
us. And despite everything, a woman who tries to do so will prevent other 
women from having the opportunity to leave the home." 


Progress has begun. One can still remember a time when parents «>uld not allow 
their daughters to study in co-ed high school classes. Today this is universally 
accepted, or almost. Further, young women travel from their villages to universi- 
ties in Haifa and return home on buses, at night. But these same young women can- 
not invite a male co-student into their homes. And if this same male student 
really did want to visit the girl, he would have to be her brother's friend or 
he'd have to come up with a very good excuse. And if he does come armed with a 
notebook that he's returning to her, and if he sits in the living room with her 
parents, and if neighbors come in, the girl cannot introduce him as her friend. 
Nor would the mother ever dream of saying: "Meet my daughter's friend." 


"I'm a university graduate myself," says Nellie Karkabi, “and I work in Tel Aviv 
for the Working Women and Volunteers in Israel. I visit other villages, drive a 
car and travel abroad. But when my own daughter entered high school, I had a 
long talk with her about what you do and don’t do. I promised her that she, too, 
with age, would be free." 


When Nellie was elected as the first Arab woman to Working Women and Volunteers 
in Israel, it was a big event. Her youngest son asked her if now she was "better 
then dad," who was only a school principal. She responded withe the utmost sin- 
cerity: "Me? Better than your dad? Never in this world." 


This year, as we've mentioned, women participated actively in the election cam- 
paign. At the close of the elections, they were complimented by male colleagues, 
each in her own section. "But we had to put out 200 percent in order to achieve 
the same recognition as the men. In order to get the women's vote, the names of 
active women party members were placed on the list, but not in realistic posi- 
tions. "They gave in--You know how it is, the women always give in..." Yes, 
they are already active. But they do not yet really participate in local politics, 
insofar as power, investment or authority. The example of Violet Hori in Kfar 
Yasif is an excellent one, and for the time being, a solitary example within the 
Arab sector. Is this not a challenge? 


Mrs Karkabi answers: "Yes, that is a challenge. But I'1l tell you candidly, it 
is not the number one challenge. There are other more important and more urgent 
matters that preoccupy me." 


There are certainly negative aspects associated with the processes of change, 
modernization and urbanization. Not just in the cities but in the villages, 
even the smaller among them, there are marginal youth. There is attrition in 
the schools, theft, breaking and entering, vandalism and wanton violence. There 
is the sale and use of drugs, economic regression, unemployment, neglect of the 
elderly, substandard housing, and chronic, untreated illness. 
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These problems are particularly acute in integrated cities. But according to 
statistics from 1978 (and there have been no significant changes since then) 
"The Arab society is still doing very well." Not only in the villages but in 
the cities, too, crime among Arabs is lower than among Jews. This is true even 
in a place like Nazareth, at least in comparison to near-by Jewish cities like 
"Afula and Bet-She'an, Tiberias and Migdal-Ha‘ emek. 


Change is unavoidable, but the more it comes to the forefront, the greater the 
opposition from conservative forces. The small size of the criminal element 

in the Arab sector--the smaller the settlement and the more rural, the smaller 
this minority--is not the result of police action but rather a function of social 
sanctions which are often stronger. Another factor working against the increased 
negative aftergrowths of change is the almost total absence of emigration. 
Workers from the Arab sector find jobs all over the State of Israel. Students 
attend universities in all the Jewish cities. But at the end of the week or the 
season, they all go home. They do not relocate. There is no emigration, no 
exodus from the village to the cities, no emigration abroad. He who was born 

in a given village in the eastern Galilee or in the Ayron Valley, has every 
chance, when the time comes, of meeting his c eator in the exact same spot. 


Only the old people do not have some level of proficiency in Hebrew. Those whose 
contacts with Jews are very frequent have completely adapted to the use of Hebrew. 
But this is far from implying that they have assimilated. Their ties with the 
Arabic language have not weakened, nor with tradition, and at its root, religion 
and folklore. They have just become more introverted. 


Nellie Karkabi spends most of the week in Tel Aviv where she speaks Hebrew. But, 
"TI return to my Arab home," and the Hebrew, along with a certain style of speech 
and behavior, remain on the other side of the threshold. The same rule applies 
to her son, who is studying medicine at the university where he speaks Hebrew. 

A Jewish girl from Hedeira who came to visit said that the Karkabi's run was 

- “exactly the same as the one in our house." Maybe the rug, but not the food. 

"IT cook traditional Arab foods. We don't eat sandwiches." In the kitchen 
nothing has changed, just as respect for the father has remained a constant. 


"To the contrary," says the head of the Department of Education in Shefar'am, 
Majid Haj. "As a minority group, we are more aware of the need to conserve 
things as they were, for fear that we will lose what we have." 


[10 Sep 81 p 9] 


[Text] Other than the revolution in health care--which began over a decade ago 
and is attributable to the establishment of clinics--to the outside observer, 
education appears to be the uncontested greatest success of the Arab sector in 
Israel. 


In the western Galilee, the town of ‘Araba with 9,000 residents, has 3,000 stu- 


dents in elementary school, 600 in high school. With all its problems, the 
school is surrounded by construction. 
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In the triangle, the town of Jatt, with 4,300 residents, has around 1,500 stu- 
dents in the educational systen. 


Also in the triangle is Kafr-Kasim with 6,800 residents, and 50 permanent munici- 
pal employees, 44 of whom work in the educational system, about half above the 
elementary level, and another 5 in the youth center. 


More than one-third of the population--children and youth--are studying. The 
lion's share of the budget goes to education. In the afte)‘noon the streets are 
filled with students returning from school. Jewish settlenents of parallel size 
might be jealous of the existence of a high school in this Arab village and of 
the high rate of attendance. True, it is partly due to demographic differences. 
But so what? 


"There is no doubt," says Majid Haj, director of the Department of Education in 
Shefar'am, with grave doubt, “that the absolute number of students and the per- 
centage of educated citizens are both impressive. This is part of the moderniza- 
tion process in this sector. But when you examine the content and essence, you 
discover things which need to be changed.” 


Majid Haj, who is certified in sociology and Hebrew literature, says that Arab 
education, impressive in its numbers, is at least 10 years behind the educational 
level in the Jewish sector, partly "because the starting point was so much lower," 
but also for other reasons. The lag is mainly in the vocational-technological 
area--it comprises only 10 percent of the education above the elementary level 

in the Arab sector, as compared with 45 percent in the Jewish sector. As for 
content, “Reforms were imposed on Arab schools where no foundation had really 
existed. Sociology, for example, was added to the curriculum required for 
matriculation, but without preparing text books, without training teachers, 

and even without a qualified director. Language and history teachers are 
handling it, using books mechanically translated from Hebrew or English. The 
results of learning by blind repetition are weli known." 


The principal of the high school in Jatt says that the text books for Arabic 
literature were written by Jewish teachers and administrators, and then ap- 
proved by the Ministry of Education. New developments in Arabic literature are 
not even mentioned, nor is there any coverage of new world literature in Arabic 
translation. He compares this, without even realizing the harsh irony, with 
what happened to literature and history books in Germany (!) during the entire 
generation following World War II: a period of 20 years was rooted out as if 
it had never existed. 


Majid Haj talks about long term investments in winterizing rented school rooms-- 
in some the teacher is physically unable to reach the student. At the director's 
initiative, reciprocal visits were arranged between students from Shefar'am and 
Qiryat Bialik. Haj doesn't know what the visits did for the youth from Qiryat 
Bialik, but he knows what they did for the Arab children. "Their response was: 
‘It was good to see the difference'--and from that time on they've been concen- 
trating on the difference. They saw the Jewish students’ environment, the con- 
ditions under which they study. They saw a group that they could compare 
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themselves with, as opposed to the eternal comparisons with the way things were 
in the Arab settlements a generation ago, or comparisons with what other Arab 
countries have or don't have." They could see what Qiryat Bialik has today. 

No explanation, even historical, is adequate justification. Im his opinion, 

it is not sufficient to explain miscarriages, they must be rectified. The Arab 
students, like like students everywhere, develop in school their notions about 
the rest of the world. They see the gap and the gap fosters jealousy. 


It's not just a question of the gap. Israeli Jews coming into actual contact 
with Israeli Arabs for the first time are surprised at their Hebrew fluency. 

Why should they be surprised when Hebrew is taught from the third grade on in 
the Arab sector. Haj is not surprised by their surprise, nor by the fact that 
Jews assume that Hebrew will suffice in their contacts with the other half. 

He asked if when I come to Arab village I don’t expect as a matter of course 

to be able to conduct an interview in Hebrew. He asked if this was not flagrant 


asymmetry. 


He pointed out a study by the sociologist Yohanan Peres, which found that in the 
Arab curriculum 40 percent of the history lessons are devoted to the history of 
Zionism and the Jewish settlement of Israel, while only 1 percent of the Jewish 
students’ curriculum deals with Arab history. To Haj this exemplifies “the 
tyranny of the majority" as defined by de Tocqueville. The majority looks down 
upon the minority, has no need for then. 


The result is “enduring estrangement." The Arab students have a richer, more 
detailed understanding of Jewish society and their willingness to approach fel- 
low Jewish students is greater. The Jewish student gleans his knowledge of 

Arab society not from school but from sources which are far less reliable. This 
is expressed in the stereotypes they espouse (10 percent of the Jews surveyed 
agreed with the opinion that Arabs would never reach the level of the Jews). 
This asymmetry, this imbalance, is, according to the head of the school system 
in Shefar'am, the Jews" loss. 


It's hard to disagree with that, just as it's very hard to judge what this has 
to do with political moods in the Arab sector. 


In the first part of this series I described a meeting of 10 Arab local council 
leaders who expressed opposition to the body they themselves were members of, 
the National Board of Arab Settlements. The immediate cause was to present the 
urgent financial demands of the councils. Also to be decided was the extent of 
cooperation with the local central government (yes or no) and the strength of 
the protest to be mounted (to strike or not to strike). But the real background 
was the split within the Board. The dissidents (as they were dubbed by the 
Jewish press) accused the Board of being a puppet in the hands of Rakah and 
other extremists. Rakah supporters (the most important among them the mayor 

of Nazareth, Tawfiq Ziyad) protested against the activities of the 10 leaders 
and demanded action against them. Among the moderates, including the current 
head of the Board (Ibrahim Nimr Husayn, mayor of Shefar'am), were those who 
claimed that the splinter group was simply attempting to manipulate the agency 
for Arab affairs. 
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This background has been brought out in an effort to find answers to questions 
like the one about “political moods" above, questions of opposition, power, 
models and trends within the Arab community. 


There are those who remember that the Board of Arab Settlements was established 
in 1974, if not at the initiative of then with the after the fact blessing of 
the man who was at the time the highest appointed official in charge of Arab 
affairs. Moise Han'a, from Kfar Rama, and a Rakah Knesset member at the time, 
was chosen to head the Board. It quickly became apparent that the radical ma- 
jority on the Board (9 out of 15 at that time) was pressuring him to initiate 
not municipal actions, but "national" political ones. The Earth Day demonstra- 
tions of March 1966 were discussed, although not decided, by the Board. The 
government refused to recognize the Board but was willing to negotiate with the 
local elected officials in the Arab sector--either on an individual basis or 
within the framework of the local centrai government. People like Tawfiq Ziyad 
of Nazareth and others of that class knew how to exploit both fronts: to agitate 
the Board into political, radical, anti-Israeli activity, and to bring the local 
central government to light as an example of “honesty and moderation." 


Meanwhile, Moise Han'a resigned and in his stead Ibrahim Minr Husayn was elected 
as head of the Board of Arab Settlements. He was seen as a moderate. But, 
simultaneously, another phenomenon was developing which peaked around the elec- 
tions for the tenth Knesset. This was the still fresh episode of veteran conm- 
munist, businessman Dr Emile Tumeh's attempt to unite all the radical Arab groups 
and bodies in Israel under one roof: "the front" led by Rakah, "the Village 
Sons,"’ the "Al Nehda" group from Taiyiba, the student's "National Progressive 
Movement" (some of its members were arrested and found guilty of terrorist ac- 
tivities for the "Popular Democratic Front" of Ahmad Jubril), and the “Academic 
Union" of Nazareth--nine groups in all. All the slogans and plans of operation 
were symbolic: "The 5th of June Paper" (the day the Six-Day War began), the 
call for the wording “national covenant" (based on "Palestinian covenant"), the 
meeting of a "congress" in Shefar'am (reminiscent of the Zionist Congress in 
Basel where the Jewish state was established), and the establishment of a 
"National Coordinating Committee" (based on the steering committee in the terri- 
tories). 


The first blow was dealt to this organization last December when the minister of 

defense, Menahem Begin, enforced emergency regulations from the Mandate period-- 

for the first time since the "Al Ard" group was dispersed at the beginning of 

the 1960's--and declared the meeting of the "congress" to be an illegal activity. 
The second blow came 4 months later when--according to the same regulation--Begin 
declared that the "Coordinating Committee" was also illegal. 


The effectiveness of these harsh actions in the Arab sector, accompanied by sim- 
ilar policies in the territories and stepped-up military activities against the 
terrorists in Lebanon, remains to be seen. Some are convinced that the restric- 
tions provided an excuse for certain members of the proposed umbrella organiza- 
tion, such as the "Academic Union," to get off the band wagon. 
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There is no dispute, however, on one decisive fact: Rakah, which had gained 
almost 1.5 percent in the Histadrut elections, was badly hurt in the Knesset 
elections. Compared to the 10 percent it had gained in each of the previous 
campaigns, Rakah lost 26 percent in this last election. In the Arab sector, 
support declined from 50 percent to 37 percent, and the Alignment showed an 
impressive increase in support. 


Rakah's decline in the Arab sector, despite direct aid from the PLO, was also 

explained by different people in different ways. The main reason proferred 

was disappointment with Rakah's municipal activities in Nazareth, under Tawfiq 

Ziyad, who was more involved in politics than in municipal problems. Fear of 

the party's radical propensities was also mentioned as a factor, since there 

was talk of abandoning "moderation." | 


If you listen to young Israeli Arabs today and compare what they's saying now 
to the way they were talking a few years ago, you will find that their audacity 
is greater, their style far more harsh, and their desire to make a positive in- 
pression on she Israeli sector has all but disappeared. However, the same 
could be said about their counterparts in the Jewish sector, and not only in 
the context of election campaigns. One must differentiate between what is said 
to the establishment, against the councils or specific government activities, 
and what is said against the State of Israel and the fact of its existence. 


Pessimists within the Jewish ranks project increased polarization, a deteriora- 
tion in the relations between majority and minority groups, and a confusion of 
the struggle for citizens’ rights with the nationalist struggle. They view 
with increasing concern the rising Arab birth rate, 2.5 times higher than the 
birth rate for the Jewish population ("At this rate, by the year 2000 they'11 
be able to place 12 people in the Knesset and if they manage to form a united 
party, they'll be entitled to two seats on the foreign affairs and security 
committee.") The pessimists are therefore sure that the Arab sector will al- 
ways demand special attention, a distinct ‘policy’ and a separate apparatus, 
like the agency for Arab affairs. 


The head of the Histadrut's Arab division, Ya'akov Cohen, on the other hand, is 
convinced that institutional integration is the only way to cultivate better 
relations between the two sectors. Any organization established to meet the 
needs of only one of the nationalities will be radical. There's no getting 
around that. He therefore opposes the existence of the Board of Arab Settle- 
ments, even if its head is a moderate, constructive person. In 1959, he recalls, 
the Histadrut argued the issue of accepting Arab members. People like Shaul 
Avigor warned: "You will create a tragedy. Our Zionist image will be de- 
stroyed." Ya'akov Cohen and Reuven Barakat argued the opposing viewpoint, 
saying: "We are the founders. We are the majority. We will continue to set 
the tone. There is nothing to fear." Today, Arabs make up 10 percent of the 
Histadrut membership and are represented by three members on the central com- 
mittee who "feel at home." 


A similar debate was launched 15 years ago regarding the acceptance of Arabs in 
Jewish youth groups. Cohen believes that they can be provided with alternatives 
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to the Zionist slogans: instead of “work and defense," let them use “community 
work," for example. In the agricultural center there was also a heated discus- 
sion. I claimed that it would be better to argue, even fight over water allo- 
cations and budgets than to see splinter Arab organizations forming and issuing 
declarations about suppression and a Palestinian state. He also recalls that on 
the Alignment's platform committee, Mota Gur argued vociferously with Arab men- 
bers about sensitive issues like military allowances, which are paid only to 
Jewish families with children in the army. 


There was agreement on some subjects, no agreement on others--but the integration 
of Arab members on the list was an unprecedented success. 


Polarization? Majid Haj denies the concept. "There's Palestinization. We are 
not cut off from the West Bank and Lebanon. But there is also Israelization. 
What you see is the process of politization, which only belies a desire to inte- 
grate. The results of the last elections attest to this." 


A young Arabist warns against drawing conclusions based on the tenth Knesset 


elections. He advises to wait until the local elections of 1982. By then the 
situation will be much more clear. 


9811 
CSO: 4423/13 
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KUWAIT 


PAPER EXCORIATES NEW PRESS LAW 
Kuwait AL-RA'Y AL-'AMM in Arabic 5 Nov 81 p 1 
[Editorial by Fahd al-Masa'id: "Who Will Bury the Corpse of Journalism?"] 


[Text] In short we say that the rope has drawn near the throat of journalism... 
and with terse brevity we call out that we are on the verge of announcing the 
death of journalism. We find outselves suddenly, surprisingly in the presence 
of the "corpse" and we can find no one who would usher this corpse to freedom's 
graveyard, 


The new press and publications law is tantamount to a rope despite its leniency, 
a "leniency" which is more painful and more torturous than barbed wire. 


We have been spared repeatedly of Article 35 only to find its apparition looming 
over the horizon baring its fangs to sink them in our necks and extending its 
sharp talons to tear open our breasts. 


The few positive aspects of the law are not even worth mentioning when compared 
with the innumerable and ircalculable negative aspects. Every article of the 
law is vague as was the famous security council resolution which stood for 
more than 14 years with no diplomatic scholar to explain and define it. 


Every clause of the law carries in its words and expressions a thousand and one 
meanings which would allow the government agency comcetned to undertake closings 
on a daily basis of newspapers where they would certainly find tens of reasons 
to support suspension. 


For example, the law forbids attacking any state that has established diplomatic 
relations with Kuwait. This unfortunately means that we could not criticize 
America or attack England. With this regulation the government has only left us 
Israel and South Africa. 


The new law will transform the press into official newspapers without officially 
doing so because the controls that we wanted have come as fetters to bind free 
thought before binding the hand and tw imprison opinions before imprisoning 

the editor-in-chief. This is a much kigher price to pay than the 100 or 500 
[dinar fine] called for in one of the law's articles. 
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It is certain that the law was not drawn up on the spux of the moment for there 
is not one loophole in it through which the press can escape to save itself. 

If in the past the government considered itself a 60-percent partner in 

the press, with this law it has come to dominate the press entirely without 
compensation and to impose its control over the press without an official 
resolution. 


Is it desired by this law that we be left with the choice between two evils, 
either a slow death with poison or a quick death in front of the firing squad? 


This is a question which we unfortunately do not have an answer for, yet this 
is the painful reality. 


We now place this law before His Highness who has announced more than once his 
support for the Kuwaiti press. Will he accept this law? 


Will he accept snuffing out the flame that has participated in lighting the 
way, not only for Kuwait, but for the entire Arab world? 


What we say here to His Highness we say as well to the Crown Prince. 


CSO: 4404/115 
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KUWAIT 


BRIEFS 


USSR EXHIBITION SPACE—Kuwait and the USSR have signed a protocol for the estab- 
lishment of a permanent space exhibition in Kuwait. Under the protocol the USSR 
will sell Kuwait space equipment and vehicles from its space research operations. 
The equipment and its placing in the scientific section of the Kuwait Museum of 
Science are estimated to cost $225,000. However, the USSR has offered to cut 
the cost by half 'in appreciation of Kuwait and its policy, which aims at the 
expansion of cooperation between the two countries in all cultural and scienti- 
fic fields, as well as in response to the feelings of friendship and cooperation 
between the USSR and Kuwait.' Kuwait is the first country outside the Eastern 
bloc to receive such exhibits on a permanent basis. [Text] [London 8 DAYS in 
English No 43, 31 Oct 81 p 41] 


cso: 4400/49 
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ISRAELIS, PALESTINIANS BUILDING UP IN SOUTH 


London 8 DAYS in English 31 Oct 81 p 19 


[Text } 


ON OPPOSITE SIDES of the narrow 
United nations’ buffer zone in Southern 
Lebanon, Palestinian and Isracli soldiers 
are building carthworks and digging in for 
the witter. Neither side appears ready to 
break the three-month-old ceasefire and 
precipitate the kind of massive attacks the 
Israclis staged for two bloody weeks in 
mid-July when more than 400 Lebanese 
and Palestinians, and seven Israelis, died in 
the cross-border shelling and Israel's air 
and sea raids. 

The UN soldiers watching the new fortifi- 
cations from their observation posts say that 
each side seems to be gearing up its 
defences in case the other launches a big 
assault. A Palestinian officer in Tyre, the 
coastal stronghold of the PLO and its 
Lebanese leftist allies from the National 
Movement, confirmed that they were for- 
tifying key sites north of the Litani River 
just above the buffer zone patrolled by 
tzoops from the UN Interim Force in Leba- 
non (Unifil). 

The PLO captain — who requested 
anonymity for security reasons — also said 
that they had replenished their arsenals in 
case of a new Isracli offensive. ‘We have 
many more Katyushas since July,” he said, 
an assertion supported by other people in 
South Lebanon. 

One UN officer speculated that one 
reason for the new Israeli earthworks was 
the heavy rocket barrages the Palestinians 
could mount. ‘I think the Israelis were a 
little surprised by the fire power they (the 
PLO and National Movement) used last 
summer, he said, pointing out that one 
PLO position poured out 130 shells in just 
five minutes last July. 

The Israclis are concentrating on throw- 
ing up new carthworks in the enclave of 
their Lebanese ally. renegade army major 
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Saad Haddad. Outside Marjayoun, the 
‘capital of Haddad’s self-proclaimed 
‘republic of free Lebanon,’ the Israelis are 
building an earthen wall reinforced by con- 
crete, according to UN officers who sug- 
gested it might be designed to serve as a 
shield for tanks. Marjayoun, the northern- 
most town in Haddad’s enclave, is one 
corner of the triangle of artillery flashpoints 
in the, Israeli-Palestin.an confrontation 
area. ' 

Another significant Israeli fortification 
has been spotted by observers south of 
Unifil’s Dutch battalion nearer the 
Mediterranean. The work in progress sug- 
gests to some UN officers that the Israclis 
are building an underground operations 
post which could serve as a command 
centre. 

The officers say current Israeli work in 
the enclave scems to be limited to revet- 
ments. The UN soldiers, who monitor 
activities in the enclave from half a dozen 
observer posts inside Major Haddad's terti- 
tory, as well as from Unifil posts in the 
buffer zone to the north, say they have 
detected no movement of Israeli artillery or 
tanks into the enclave. ‘They pulled out 
their guns in August,’ one UN man said, and 
others concurred. ‘ 

Some South Lebar.~n watchers, however, 
sec an Israeli arms pullout — or buildup — 
in the enclave as more an acdemic point 
than a significant one. Major Haddad’s 
militia is still operating there, with its Israeli 
advisers and Israeli-supplied arms. 
Futhermore, the enclave’s northeramost 
boundary is only 8km from the Israeii bor- 
der. 

Palestinian fears of a new Israeli attack 
after the 24 July ceasefire have changed 
from fears of an outright invasion, following 
this autumn’s spate of bombings which have 
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claimed more than 150 lives in Palestinian 
and leftist controlled areas. 

The most deadly, on 1 October, killed 
nearly 100 people and devastated the nar- 
row Beirut street which is the nerve centre 
of the PLO's bureaucracy. The first, on 17 
September, killed at least 25 people in an 
explosion at the Sidon headquarters of the 
PLO and National Movement. 

A legion of Palestinians and leftists have 
publicly blamed Israel or its ‘agents in 
Lebanon’ for the bombings. PLO Security 
Chief Salah Khalaf, better known as Abu 
lyad, recently suggested that Israel had 
resorted to this type of terrorism because 
international pressure made the Israelis 
reluctant to break the 24 July ceasefire 
overtly. They had therefore resorted to fur- 
tive bombings. 

While a shadowy group called ‘the Front 
for the Liberation of Lebanon from Foreig- 
ners’ has claimed responsibility for the 
blasts in several anonymous telephone calls, 
the PLO maintains that the front is pure 
fiction and a cover for Israeli agents operat- 
ing in Lebanon. 

However, observers point out that the 
PLO has taken no retaliatory actions 
against Israel for the bombings — and that 
there are others whose grudges against the 
PLO could have motivated the bombings. 
including groups in Lebanon as well as some 
outside the country such as the Palestinian 
radicals of Damascus-based Sabri Banna. 

Regardless ot who is behind the bomb- 
ings, the mood in Paiestinian-controlied 
areas is tense, especially in the ‘Tyre pocket’ 
19km north of Israel. The guerrillas man- 
ning checkpoints along the roads are even 
jumpier and more thorough in their car 
searches than they were during and 
immediately after the July offensive. 
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INVESTMENT INSURANCE INCREASING 


LEBANON 


Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English No 45, 2 Nov 81 pp 5-6 


[Article by Dr Paul Huygelen, development consultant: 


The Beginnings of a Success Story"] 


[Text] 


Lebanon's Nationa Investment Guarantee Corporation 
(NIGC) is beginning to come into its own as an clement 
which is helping to generate new investment. An analysis 
last week of the policies underwritten by NIGC up to 
the end of last month showed that 108 companies are 
now covering investments in this country against war 
risks through the NIGC, with the risks including warlike 
operations of the type that continue to bedevil the 
Lebanese cconomy. 

This is a remarkable development. Eighteen months 
ago and three years after NIGC was set up by Legisla- 
tive Decree No 3 of 1977, only 17 policies had been 
underwritten and a mere 20 other applications were 
under review; the value of the investments covered by 
the spring of 1980 was some LL 75 million ($1 = 
LL 4.68); the present figure is LL 433 million. 

The object of the NIGC is to guarantee, for a pre- 
miu, new investments made after the effective date 
of Legislative Decree No 3, ic January 19, 1977. The 
term guarantee is used to distinguish NIGC’s coverage 
of specific political risks from the insurance of com- 
mercial risks handled by private insurance companies 
in Lebanon. NIGC is an autonomous public body set up 
to cover damage caused by the turmoil that has occurred 
in Lebanon in the wake of the traumatic experience of 
many business concerns during the 1975/76 war. 

NIGC was not created to cover such political risks 
as expropriation, nationalisation, and inconvertibility 
of currency. American companies investing in Lebanon 
can. however, cover these additional political risks 
through the US Overseas Private Investment Corpora- 
tion (OPIC) since February 1981 (An-Nahar Arab 
Report & MEMO, February 16). Actually these msks 
are minimal in Lebanon at this stage. 


"Investment Insurance: 


Investments as described in the Decree are under- 
stood to comprise all fixed assets of commercial and 
industrial undertakings as well as those of social, health, 
and cultural establishments or of international or foreign 
diplomatic missions. 

Protection of new investments is available on an 
equal footing to Lebanese and foreigners alike. It is not 
surprising therefore that the first policyholder was the 
British Bank of the Middle East, followed by other 
foreign concerns such as Proctor and Gamble, Honey- 
well Bull and the Moscow Narodny Bank. NIGC coverage 
is not available for housing, though it might be possible 
to cover new premises owned by embassies. At present, 
however, embassies have not approached NIGC, nor 
have other establishments such as the American Unt 
versity of Beirut. But the largest single group of policy- 
holders are hospitals: four of them in Beirut and three 
in the Beqaa recently took out coverage for new equip: 
ment or modernisation projects. 

Fixed assets covered by NIGC comprise not only 
such tangible elements as factory buildings. machinery 
znd equipment, but also enginccring studies related to 
new investments and, broadly speaking. all capitalised 
investments. However, licenses, patents and good will are 
not covered. Inventories, stock-in-trade, raw materials 
and supplies are also excluded from NIGC's coverage 
against war risks and warlike operations. Nevertheless, 
there are some specific exceptions for “strategic’’ parts 
such as spares for computers and spares for commercial 
aircraft. Additions to the list of strategic parts are 
negotiable. 

Among the first local companies to take out coverage 
were a household gas bottling company, whose maxt 
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mum stock level of new empty stcel butane bottles 
proved acceptable under the term fixed assets, a pro 
ducer of louvres, blinds and protective doors, and 
Middle East Airlines for spare parts for its Bocing 
aiscraft. The list has since grown much longer. Indecd, 
the majority of the 108 current policy holders are local 
companies, notably the ncw Sohat mineral water bot- 
tling plant, investments of Coral Oil Company, the major 
expansion of Light Metal Products SAL for produc 
tion lines to manufacture 12-ounce cans for beer and 
soft drinks, flour mills, confectionery manufacturers, 
etc. The new tower of The Arab Libyan Tunisian Bank 
SAL, the new Pepsi-Cola plant, the Sibline cement 
plan, and modernisations at the Chekka cement works 
(a new kiln), are other major investments that might 
have awaited rosier days in Lebanon if NIGC coverage 
had not been available. 

While the existence and implementation of Decree 
No 3 of 1977 have had but a limited effect on bringing 
in new investments by foreign companics, it has greatly 
facilitated new investments by foreign entities already 
in the country. Moreover, it has encouraged other com- 
panics which were planning to move abroad to remain 
in the country. A case in point is that of a Lebanese 
manufacturer of artificial marble, produced under 
Italian license. He was planning to transfer his opera- 
tion to Jordan but, thanks to the availability of NIGC 
coverage, remained in the Beqaa. 

Several hospitals, wary of importing expensive 
advanced radiological equipment and other equip- 
ment, nevertheless went ahead after taking out NIGC 
coverage. Under NIGC coverage, all equipment is co 
vered as from the moment it arrives at the Lebancse 
port or airport. 
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banks in Beirut decline long term loans for industrial 
expansion schemes unless the interested party agrees to 
contract a NIGC policy. 


The annual premium is required to be set at the 
beginning of the year by governmental decree at the 
suggestion of the Minister of Finance. The minister is 
NIGC’s sponsor and he acts after obtaining the opin 
ion of the NIGC Board. By law, however, the premium 
shall not exceed 2 per mil of the guaranteed amount. 
Hence, up to the present the premium has been set year 
after year at 2 per mil. In view of double-edged inflation 
— imported inflation on equipment and inflation gene 
rated locally on real estate and buildings — consideration 
is being given by NIGC to adjust every six months, the 
value of guaraniced investments to enable those covered 
to continue to be insured for a sum closer to the rcplace- 
ment value of the item covered. 

NIGC has had only one claim up to now. It occurred 
in the carly summer of 1981 when a confectioncr's 
plant in Zahle sustained LL 212,000 of insured damage 
during artillery exchanges between militias and Syrian 
Army. Under its policies NIGC is required to compen 
sate those losses exceeding 5 per cent of the aggrcgate 
amount covered. If the NIGC policy covers only part of 
the value of the insured asset, the policyholder shall be 
considered sclf-insured for the remaining part and, 
consequently, has to assume a prorated part of the 
damage. 

As more and more local and foreign companics 
become aware of the covcrage available under NIGC 
policies, there is no doubt that new investments will 
increase as, indeed, has been proven by the substantial 
increase in policyholders over the past few months. 
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LEBANON 


MEA CONSULTANT INTERVIEWED ON AIRLINE'S TROUBLES 


Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English No 45, 2 Nov 81 pp 6-8 


[Interview with George Carayan, industrial adviser to MEA's Chairman Asad 
Nasr, by Birharah Barudi; date and place not given] 


[Text] 


World airlines have becn sustaining huge lusses in the past 
two years and airline representatives have been hearing 
bleak forecasts for the near future at a mecting in 
Cannes last week of the International Air Transport 
Association (IATA). Lebanon's Middle East Airlines 
is no exception to the general rule and, in addition, has 
had to cope with other difficulties such as the closure 
for three years earlicr this year of Beirut International 
Airport because its runways were being shciled. MEA’s 
shareholders last week approved a move to raise the 
company’s capital from LL 100 million ($1 = LL 4.68) 
to LL 150 million to strengthen the company’s financial 
base. But MEA faces yet another challenge: on October 
19, the Lebanese government almost doubled the price 
of jet fuel. The move comes at a time when MEA corm 
fronts a crucial decision on replacing its present ficet of 
aircraft with European Airbuses. 

The increase in jet fuel prices will almost certainly 
lead to higher fares and freight charges, according to 
MEA’s George Carayan in an interview with An-Nahar 
Arab Report & MEMO’s Bisharah Barudi. Mr Carayan, 
who is Industrial Adviser to MEA’s Chairman Asad 
Nasr, scts out how the airline plans to meet the multiple 
challenges it now faces. The interview follows: 


Q: How much will the latest increase in the price of jet 
fuel add to MEA’s opcrating costs? 

A: The cost per 100 gallons of jet fucl at the refinery 
was LL 200.24, not including the cost of transport. With 
this new law, it has gone up to LL 493.23, an increase 
of about 90 per cent. To this price, we normally add 
something like 15 to 18 per cent for the cost of transport 
and drivers’ fees. b :sically, this means a difference for 
us of between 18 million and LL 20 million between 
October 19, when the decree came into effect, and 


the end of this year. The fucl bill will increase by that 
much. 

For 1982, our fuel bill will increase to between LL 90 
million and LL100 million. We are doing things about this. 
We are contacting the authorities to find a way to re- 
cover some ‘he additional cost. But if we do succecd, 
whatever we do will only be a partial success and. ob- 
viously, we will not be able to get back all of the increase 
in our costs. 


Q: ! take that to mean thai you were not warned in 
advance of plans to raise the price of jet fucl? 

A: No. Except for what could be gathered from the 
newspapers, it was a complete surprise. But there was 
no indication of what the authoritics were planning. 
Otherwise, we would have discussed it with them. | 
don't think any of us was aware of the extent of the 
increase, even though one or two of us had received 
indications that the authorities might review prices. As 
1 said, this is such a big problem for us that I am sure 
we would have discussed it befurchand at our mectings 
(if we had known about it) in order to determine what 
effect it would have just as we have done since the 
decree was promulgated. 


Q: How will the extra cost of jet fucl affect your 
operations? Will you keep operating at the present level 
or would you cancel some flights, reduce the frequency 
of some services and reconsider some othrs? 

A: Not really. We will still be operating on the same 
routes, although it might affect one or two of our weak 
sectors. We review the profitability of the sectors every 
three months in order to know whether they pay their 
variable costs. We categorise our sectors into thosc 
that cover variable costs only and those which cover 








variable costs plus other costs One or two sectors which 
are today marginal could become completely unecono- 
mic. The only way that we can recover some of this 
cxlra cost is to pass it on to the passengers. 


Q. That was going to be my next question. How will 
the new fuci costs affect fares? Aren't you bound by 
LATA fare scales? 

A: 1 think we are allowed to increase fares because of 
currency problems. Su | am sure this would come into 
that category of fare increase. 


Q: In the past, when you calculated your fares and 
notified IATA or when IATA decided what fares should 
be, did you make a provision for a possible increase in 
the price of jet fuel to world levels in view of the fact 
that jet fuel prices in Lebanon were well below those of 
other countries so that a future increase would be ap- 
proved by IATA? 

A: In fact, it is the airlines belonging to [ATA which 
decided on fare increases following the increases in the 
price of OPEC oil. There is no need for IATA to be told 
what the cost differential is in Beirut because ~ decision 
to raise air fares to and from Beirut would involve all 
girlines serving Beirut and it is not an MEA decision. 
We have an association of carriers using Beirut which 
will analyse the situation. MEA will probably sponsor 
the increase in fares and the association and all the air- 
lines operating to Beirut will agree on them. Then the 
fares will be published and IATA will accept them. 


Q: When ject fucl prices were relatively cheap in Beirut, 
were the airlines taking advantage of this? 

A: We all have fuel management control .by which the 
airlines decide where to lift their fucl on the basis of 
their contracts with the fuel companies. An arrangement 
that MEA might have with Mobil may not be the same as 
that of British Airways with the same company. If, 
because of the price structure, it pays British Airways to 
pick up its fucl at Timbuctoo, it will do so. But it may 
not pay MEA to do the same. 


Q Thisis therefore a problem for your planning depart- 
ment? 
A Absolutely 


Q: Could the planning department improve the profita- 
bility of some routes by linking them? 

A> 1 don't think you can overcome the problem by 
linking two marginal sectors. Nonnally, you link a strong 
stution or sector with a weak sector. When you link two 
weak sectors you increase the unprofitability. 


Q: Could you specify how much the increase in fares 
will be? 

A: Well, obviously, we must try to pass on as much as 
we can of the increase in fuel prices to passengers. The 


actual increase will be calculated as a percentage of an 
average fare. Whether the full percentage is passed on 
is a matter of commercial policy, which is the domain 
of our commercial or marketing department. It will 
assess whether the market can absorb at one go the 
percentage that is derived from the increase in the price 
of fuel. On an issue like this, we normally bring in the 
Chairman after it has been thoroughly thrashed out by 
executives and the Chairman makes the final decision. 


Q: Is it now true that you have a fairly strong position 
as the only Lebanese passenger airline? 

A: For the time being, we do have a captive market. 
As you know, we are one of the few airlines operating 
into Beirut and we have joint operations with practically 
all the European carriers. We have them with Alitalia, 
Swissair, Lufthansa and Iberia and we are now nego 
tiating to cover the London route with British Airways. 
We have all of the Gulf routes with Gulf Air. We also 
have joint operations to Athens with Olympic Airways 
based on a pooling formula in which they shai: costs 
and revenues. So, because of these arrangements, we do 
have a captive market. But we still have to convince our 
partners about the decisions we take because these affect 
tnem in the long run. 


Q: You mentioned joint operations with British Airways 
to London. There have been difficulties over traffic 
rights to London. What has been done about this? 

A: We still have a problem there. We think the nego- 
tiations will take place on a governmental level before 
the end of the year. The two airlines are studying 
various possibilities and the one that seems most attrac- 
tive is a joint operation with MEA making a daily flight 
in accordance with a formula that would satisfy both 
British Airways and the British authorities. 


Q: There has been talk of a merger between MEA and 
Trans Mediterranean Airways. Will the increase in fuel 
costs promote such a merger? 

A: First of all, you must ask yourself whether it is a 
good thing to merge two companies that are both 
losing money — and here you have differing opinions. 
Is a merger the answer or would it further complicate 
the problem? 

We are in constant touch with TMA and we are 
investigating various ways and means of cooperatine 
with them which may or may not lead to a merger. Up 
until now, we have not found an ideal formula for both 
sides although cach is trying very hard. There alway, 
seems to be sumething that one or the other decs not 
like very much. It is finding a way to prescrve the 
identities of both -ompanics and preserving their traffic 
rights that is causing the most difficulty. 
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Q: Would they lose rights if they merge? 

A: Traffic rights are not something that belong to a 
state. They have to be granted by another state. If, for 
instance, Britain docs not want to grant us traffic rights, 
there is nothing we can do. True, Lebanon can recipro- 
cate. But limits on traffic rights are not a question for 
which the companies are responsible. This is a matter 
for governments. 

It is very difficult to merge two airlines. You have 
manpower problems and a duplication of effort. True, 
there are a lot of savings that can be made. But because 
labour is beoming our most expensive commodity - 
just about as expensive as fuel - you are really burdening 
the merged organisation with a tremendous manpower 
load, virtually an army. 


Q: Is there more over-staffing at TMA than at MEA? 

A: It 1s difficult to say whether there is over-staffing 
or not. We are introducing work measurement to find 
out where we are over-staffed. This is gradually produ- 
cing results and showing us where we have more staff 
than is required. Then we can transfer staff from one 
section to another and train them. But it is a long pro 
cess. 


Q: What about your plans to renew MEA’s fleet of 
aircraft? Will the higher fuel costs affect these plans? 

A: The fuel price increase will expedite a decision 
(on renewing the fleet) because the new aircraft, the 
Airbus, has a much lower fuel consumption than the 
aircraft of the present fleet and therefore a decision to 
go ahead is now more attractive. All airlines nced such 
aircraft to combat fuel price increases. 

There is no probiem about financing the Airbus 
deal. The arrangements that were made wher a decision 
was taken on the Airbus are still in force. Because of the 
situation in Lebanon and the woild-wide recession, what 
we are trying to do is to reinforce our financial position 
in order to go ahead with the Airbus deal. But the Airbus 
offer is there for us to accept. 

We have said: “Wait a minute.” We want to find 
ways of becoming stronger financially so that we can 
take up the Airbuses in a more happy frame of mind 
than that in which we find ourselves right now because 
of our losses. As you know, Intra has agreed to increase 
our capital by LL 50 million. This is a good way of 
showing the banks of the confidence our shareholders 
have in MEA. And tnere are one or two other steps 
which are being taken which we hope will enable us to 
confirm our Airbus order, which is due at the end of 
this month (October). 





LEBANON 


BRIEFS 


MEA SIGNS AIRBUS DEAL--Middle East Airlines has signed a $350 million contract 
for five wide-bodied European-built Airbus airliners, with an option on 14 
others. The contract was signed by MEA Chairman Assad Nasr and Airbus Indus- 
trie Generali Manager Roger Beteille in Paris on October 30. The Beirut-based 
airline will equip the Airbuses with Pratt and Whitney engines. The deal 
includes spare engines and spare parts. Delivery will begin in the spring of 
1984. The aircraft, which will seat 207 persons, including 24 first-class and 
183 economy class passengers, will be more economical in terms of fuel costs 
than the Boeing 707s which form the bulk of MEA's present fleet. The signing 
of the deal was originally due to take place earlier this year, but was post- 
poned as a result of the losses inflicted on the airline by security problems 
in Lebanon (AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO, May 11, October 10). [Text] [Paris 
AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English No 46, 9 Nov 81 p 4] 
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LIBYA 


BRIEFS 


U.S. THREAT--Addis Ababa, 16 Nov (JANA)--The Political Committee of the 
tripartite friendship and cooperation treaty between Ethiopia, Democratic 
Yemen and the Jamahiriyah will start its meeting here today. The three 
countries are represented in the committee by the secretary of the People's 
Committee of the foreign liaison bureau from the Jamahiriyah and the two 
ministers of foreign affairs for both Democratic Yemen and Ethiopia. The 
meeting is aimed at discussing the threats of the U.S. military manoeuvres 
currently taking place in the Arab region. Mr al-'Ubaydi, the Libyan 
foreign liaison secretary, said at his arrival in Addis Ababa, that the 
U.S.A. is trying to draw the attention of threats that do not exist in 

the region, in order to gain control over the Arab region and Africa, and 
to achieve its colonialist goals. He added if there is any threat to 

peace in the region, then its coming from America which undermines people's 
freedom. [Text] [LD161512 Tripoli JANA in English 1418 GMT 16 Nov 81] 


OMAN MESSAGE TO CONGRESS--Tripoli, 16 Nov (JAMAHIRIYAH NEWS AGENCY)--The 
permanent secretariat of the Arab People's Congress received a cable from 

the Central Executive Committee of the Popular Front for the Liberation of 

Oman on the occasion of the emergency session of the Arab People's Congress. 

The text is as follows: "The emergency session of the Arab People's Congress 

in the Jamahiriyah is being held at a time when the Arab nation is witnessing 

a conflict between the revolutionary forces on the one hand and imperialist, 
Zionist and reactionary regimes in Sudan, Solamia and Oman on the other hand. 

The imperialist onslaught is gathering special momentum in the region with 

U.S. military manoeuvres operating freely in the region.... The U.S.A. is deter- 
mined to subjugate the Arab nation and impose its hegemony on its resources. 
Furthermore, these military exercises, in addition to constituting a direct 
threat to progressive Arab regimes on whose borders the manoeuvres are taking 
place, threaten security and stability in the region. They represent an act 

of invasion against these countries and a prelude to actual occupation of 

Arab oil fields, especially those in the Arab Gulf Region and the Arab Peninsula. 
The Arab masses who reject subjugation and capitulationist settlements outlined 
by al-Sadat draw attention to your conference to urge you to take a staunch 

stand against the attack and to abort all capitulationist settlements in the 
Arab region." [Text] [LD160954 Tripoli JANA in English 0852 GMT 16 Nov 81] 
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TURKISH, YEMENI OFFICIALS--This evening the leader of the revolution received 
Turkish deputy prime minister, Turgut Ozal. The leader this evening also 
received Dr Abd al-Wahhab Mahmud, the personal envoy of YAR President 

"Ali ‘Abdallah Salih. [Text] [LD172336 Tripoli Voice of Arab Homeland in Arabic 
2300 GMT 17 Nov 81] 


TALKS WITH SAINT LUCIA--The brother secretary of the People's Committee for 
the People's Bureau for Foreign Liaison today received Peter Josie, foreign 
minister of the state of Saint Lucia, who arrived in Tripoli last night. 
During the meeting they discussed bilateral relations and the means of 
developing them. [Text] [LD111554 Tripoli Domestic Service in Arabic 

1330 GMT 11 Nov 81] 
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BRIEFS 


OIL PRODUCTION LEVELS--Omani Oil and Minerals Minister Said Ahmed al-Shanfari 
has announced that the Sultanate of Oman will maintain its current level of 

oil production, which stands at 320,000 b/d, until the end of the present 1980- 
85 five year development plan. Mr Shanfari was quoted by the Muscat-based 
newspaper OMAN as saying that the strategic position adopted by the Sultanate 
would facilitate the marketing of its oil and permit the production of crude 

to be kept at its present level. [Text] [Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO 

in English No 45, 9 Nov 81 p 11) 
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JAPANESE, FRENCH, SOUTH FOREAN FIRMS WIN DESALINATION CONTRACiS 


Doha GULF TIMES in English 4 Nov 8l p 9 


[Text] 


CSO: 


Doha: Four international 
firms have-been awarded: 
contracts to complete the’ 
final extension to the Ras- 
Abu Fontas desalination. 


pump 
pected to be completed by the , 
end of 1983. 

A Japanese company Kubota. 
will provide seawater pumps 
and associated equipment. It 
will also supply 16km water 

from Ras Abu Fontas to~ 
Doha, to be installed by Daelim. 
__ A French firm Alsthom Atlan- 


tique will supply four 65-MW ' 
gas turbines to be delivered — 


next year. 
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a subsidiary 
tainn’'s Pirelli General Cable — 
Works. 


The contracts follow award of : 


the main Ras Abu Fontas de- 
salination contract worth . 
to a 


QR450m com- | 
pany Sumitomo Heavy Indus- 


tries in tast August for supply of 
four waste-heat boilers and de- 
salination units. 

producing a maximum 32m gal- 
ions of fresh water a day. After 
its extension. the maximum 
ee 


The expanded piant will be 


. able to meet the state’s water 


requirement up to 1986-87. 
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NEW REGULATIONS FOR IRRIGATED FARMING 





Khartoum SUNA DAILY BULLETIN in English 25 Oct 81 pp 9-10 


[Text] Khartoum, Oct 25 (SUNA)--Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources 

Minister Dr. Omer El Amin yesterday held a plenary meeting with the leaderships 
of farmers unions, directors of agricultural corporations and the technical 
committee for the application of the new relations of production in the irrigated 
sector. The meeting was also attended by the SSU Secretary of the Farmers 
Committee Abd El Galil Hassan Abd El Galeel. The minister explained the methods 
to be followed in applying the new relations of production in the irrigated 
projects as decreed by the president on June 1980. The decree abolishes the 
systems of partnership and joint account to be replaced by the irdividual 

account system. 


The Minister said the implementation of the Presidential decree authorizes 

the state to collect fees in exchange of land rent and irrigation. The state 
will offer services and agricultural _.ans to the farmers but the cost will 

be deducted from the value of the produce leaving the net return to the farmer. 


The Minister said the technical committee has estimated the cost of irrigation, 
management, equipment and interest on capital in the irrigated projects at 

L.s 87 million per year according to the prices in 1979-80. He added that the 
study by the technical committee showed that the state should collect fees 

on land rent and on irrigation in order to redeem this cost. 


He said the Ministerial Committee decided to collect fees on pumps irrigated 
projects at 25% rate above the fees on Gezira Scheme. By so doing the state 

will bear a deficit of L.s 37 million. He added that the application of the 
individual account in the present conditions will result in a deficit of 

L.s 72 million. He explained that the state would bear the deficit with the 

aim of creating production incentives but the fees will be revised every two years. 


The Minister assured that the application of the new relations of production 
is a correction of the course of the agricultural sector. 


A meeting will be held next week after the farmers leaderships discuss the issue 
with their bases. 
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SUDAN 


BRIEFS 


EXPLOITATION OF SECURITY CAMPAIGN--Khartoum, Oct 23 (SUNA)--A spokesman of the 
High Committee for the clearance of the Capital from vagrants and illegal 
immigrants announced that some loose individuals had ex, 1oited the recent 
campaigns to harass and intimidate citizens and specially merchants. A 
reliable source told SUNA that to prevent such behaviour it has been decided 
that every person or merchant must ask his approacher for his identification 
and write down the information contained. The source added that the mis- 
behaviour of some loose individuals if left unchecked would jeopardize the 
great positive efforts made by the regular forces [Text] [Khartoum 

SUNA DAILY BULLETIN in English 23 Oct 81 p 9] 


WORKERS PROTEST REJECTIONIST STANCE--Khartoum, Oct 25 (SUNA)--The delegation of 
the Sudan Workers Trade Unions Federation (SWITUF) walked out from the Arab 
Workers Association meeting in Aden, South Yemen in protest against the Arab 
rejectionist association's stance. Those associations blamed the SWTUF for its 
contacts with the Egyptian Workers Union and for offering «ondolences on 

late President Sadat's death. Workers associations in the rejectionist 
countries brought nominal associations into the meeting calling them "workers 
associations in-exile" in Jordan, North Yemen, Bahrain, Oman and Eritria, 
according to SWTUF's Foreign Affairs Secretary, Tag El Sir Abdoun. He said 
delegates from Morocco, Somalia, Mauritania, Tunisia, Djibouti and Egypt 

were not represented. SWIUF is currently contacting some Arab workers associa- 
tions to set up another body keeping it away from rejectionist pressure and 
aimed at serving Arab workers, he added. The SWTUF delegation arrived here 
yesterday from Aden, South Yemen, where the Arab workers association conference 
is being held. [Text] [Khartoum SUNA DAILY BULLETIN in English 25 Oct 81 p 7] 


JOINT SAUDI AGRICJLTURAL PROJECT--Khartoum, Oct 29 (SUNA)~-Central Region's 
Governor, inaugurates next Satuday, on behalf of President Nimeri, the project 

of Ed Damazin Company for Agricultural and Animal Production. The project is 

a Saudi-Sudanese joint venture and is expected to play a vital role in increasing 
the cvuntry's and the region's economic resources and will provide good job 
opportunities. The project has an area of 500,000 feddans licenced for invest- 
ment at Jebel Um Dom, south of Damazin. Some 240,000 feddans were cultivated 
this year with cotton, sorghum and sesame and a high output has been scored. 
[Text] [Khartoum SUNA DAILY BULLETIN in English 29 Oct 81 p 2] 
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BUS PURCHASE FROM SPAIN--Khartoum, Oct 29 (SUNA)--An agreement has been signed 
here yesterday between the Finance and National Planning Ministry and a Spanish 
car industry firm. The agreement provided for the purchase of 150 buses in 
addition to spare parts and other equipment to the value of $12.5 million. 

The agreement comes in the context of the loan extended from Spain to the 
government of Sudan. The Finance Under Secretary Osman El Shikh signed for the 
ministry and the firm's exportation director signed for the other side. 

The Kordofan Trading and Engineering Company will carry the task of executing 
this agreement. The director-general of Kordafan company said that the first 
batch of these buses that reach 30 buses will arrive here next March. The rest 
will be concluded during a five-month time from the date of the agreement 
signing. The 50-passenger-load buses will work in Khartoum province as well 

as in other regions, he added. [Text] [Khartoum SUNA DAILY BULLETIN in English 
29 Oct 81 p 6) 
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MINISTER OF STATE FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS DISCUSSES THWARTING U.S. PLANS 


Kuwait AL-QGABAS in Arabic 19 Aug 81 p 13 


|Report on Interview with Faruq al-Shar', minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs by Khalil al-Taqiy; in Damascus; date of interview not specified: 
"Syria's Minister of State for Foreign Affairs Discusses Five Conditions 
To Thwart U.S., Israeli Plans in Lebanon; European Initiative Is Delusion, 
Presents Danger to U.S. Oil" ] 


(Text | In an interview with AL-QABAS Syria's minister of state for foreign 
affairs, Mr Faruq al-Shar' defined five basic measures that must be put 
into practice to confront the U.S.-Israeli plot in Lebanon. Al-Shar' said 
that the purpose of that plot was to liquidate the Palestinian Resistance, 
to engulf what can be engulfed in Lebanon and to impair Syria's steadfast- 
ness. 


Regarding the objectives of the continued Israeli attack on Lebanon, 
al-Shar' added, "There are two points worth noting when one is engaged 
in any discussion about any Israeli military step after the Camp David 
accords." 


"The first is the U.S. temporary success in taking Egypt out of the Arab- 
Israeli struggle by means of Israeli force and al-Sadat's submission. In 
other words, the U.S. administration is saying that since Israel was able 
to force al-Sadat's regime to capitulate, will it be difficult to force 
Lebanon to do the same? 


"The second point is this: the racist and intricate relationship between 
the United States and Israel, according to which the Israeli soldier dies 
instead of the American soldier in order to execute the American plot and 
protect U.S. interests, must be countered not only by U.S. military and 
economic support for Israel, but also by U.S. acceptance of the fact that 
the United States is serving the goals of the expansionist and colonizing 
Zionist movement. At this stage these goals may be defined in the following 
points: 


"1. Liquidating the Palestinian Resistance as a source of constant worry 


for Israel, and considering the Palestine Liberation Organization a ter- 
rorist organization that must be liquidated. 
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"2. Engulfing what can be engulfed in Lebanon, beginning with south Lebanon 
and avoiding at the same time keeping the heavily populated areas in the 
south, contrary to what happened in the Gaza Strip and in the West Bank. 


"3. Impairing Syria's steadfastness and making it appear as though it were 
directly responsible for abandoning the protection of south Lebanon, des- 
pite the fact that the Arab deterrent forces are to be found only in 
al-Biqa', and this is in accordance with the wishes of the legitimate 
government in Lebanon. 


"These lsraeli-U.S. attempts are being made at a time when Syria has accom- 
plished an honorable standing in its opposition to the imperialist, Zionist 
plor." 


Five Measures tor Opposition 


In the course of his discussion Mr Faruq al-Shar' set forth the measures by 
which these objectives can be impeded. 


He said, "The Israeli-U.S. plot in Lebanon requires the execution cf five 
principal measures. 


"]. More cohesion between the Palestinian Resistance, the Lebanese National 
Movement and Syria and as much coordination and deliberation between them 
as possible. 


"2. Obviating the Zionist plot in Lebanon, whose roots go back to the early 
fifties immediately after Israel came into being, is an Arab respon- 
sibility. It is to be obviated with all the magnitude and capabilities of 
the Arab nation. It is not only a Syrian-Palestinian-Lebanese respon- 
sibility. 


"3. Confronting the problem of some Lebanese forces dealing with Israel 
and settling that problem in favor of unifying Lebanon's territory and its 
people. 


"4. Supporting the Lebanese National Movement's progressive programs of 
Struggle and showing it as the body that truly expresses the hopes and the 
future of the Lebanese people. 

"5. Unifying the factions ot the Resistance within a single strategic objec- 
tive for liberation is essential. Tactical steps are not to prevail over 
this objective because undue emphasis on these tactics causes more loss 

than it causes profit and could replace the strategic objective." 


Evaluating the French Position in the Socialist Administration 
Regarding the French position after the socialist faction assumed the top 
positions of power in France, he said, "It is premature to rely on a final 


evaluation of the new French position now that the socialists have taken 
over the government in France, especially since anyone who has been 
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tollowing the statements made by French socialist officials would perceive 
a clear contradiction in their policy. On the one hand they presented a 
major challenge to the U.S. administration in two fundamental matters. 


"1. The communists' participation in the government, and this participa-— 
tion means that all U.S. statements made from Truman's administration and 
until Reagan's administration are invalidated. 


"2. The French criticized U.S. economic policy bitterly, and they held 
Ronald Reagan's administration in particular responsible for the unemploy- 
ment, the inflation and the economic slump in western Europe. This criti- 
cism was more bitter than the French criticism that was heard during the 
administration of the late President Charles De Gaulle, considering the 
brief period of time during which the socialists have been in power. 


"On the other hand, however, the French socialists announced through Presi- 
dent Francois Mitterand and his minister of foreign affairs, Claude 
Cheysson that they considered the Camp David accords a step forward toward 
a comprehensive settlement and that the destruction of these accords can 
only come from those who believe that the solution will come about as a 
result of an all-out war." 


Mr Faruq al-Shar' added, "In our view Camp David is one of the agreements 
that, on the one hand, provides the most encouragement for the course of 
war and, on the other, firmly establishes the capitalist regime. 


"The area has not experienced tension and volatility of such proportions as 
those it has been experiencing since the Camp David accords were signed. 

The world did not go back to the cold war until after the Camp David 
accords were signed. A rightist expansion of that magnitude did not take 
place in Israel and in Egypt until after the Camp David accords were signed. 


"As far as western Europe is concerned, U.S. economic control [of Europe }, 
which the socialists of France are rejecting, can be achieved by the cata- 
lytic effects of the Camp David accords. 


"A mere quick overview of the economies of western Europe would indicate 
quite clearly that since Camp David unemployment has been getting worse and 
growth rates have been declining more than they were before the Camp David 
accords. 


"Finally, Camp David, which means that the United States will have access, 
free of competition to the resources of the Arab homeland, will most cer- 
tainly not serve the interests of an independent European economy; [it will 
not ensure] the independence which the socialists of France are seeking. 


"One of the United States' primary motivations for signing the Camp David 
accords and refusing the participation of any other international parties 
concerned about peace was to keep the Middle East area a permanent seat of 
tension and a factor in upsetting the international balance [of power] on 
the one hand. On the other hand, the United States wants to control oil 
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exports to the industrial countries and to steer them in a manner tha: is 
consistent with the U.S. economy, at the expense of the European economy. 


Three Maps for the Middle East 
Mr al-Shar' said the following about Arab and international reality: 


"As a matter of fact there is more than one map for the area. There is 

an American map whose lines have been drawn and whose objectives and tools 
were revealed in the Camp David accords. This map is not new as some people 
believe it is. Its early lines appeared when oil was discovered in the 
Arabian Peninsula and U.S. corporations acquired the first concession in 
1933. This concession remains in effect till 1999. Most U.S. adminis- 
trations that came into office since World War II have also played a prin- 
cipal role in realizing the Camp David map. The Truman administration out- 
maneuvered Britain and applied pressure to it to allow Jews to immigrate to 
Palestine and to give them the right to own property there. In Eisenhower's 
administration, during the tri-partite aggression against Egypt in 1956, 
the Americans discovered Israel's military importance and the extent to 
which it would comply with their wishes. In Johnson's administration the 
Americans tested Israel's strength in June 1967. Under Kissinger they put 
the diplomacy of power into practice and achieved the Sinai agreement in 
1975. In Carter's administration they utilized the power of diplomacy to 
get al-Sadat to Jerusalem, to Camp David and then to the [rose] garden in 
the White House to announce proudly his capitulation in front of Begin, 
Carter and the whole world. 


"If we wanted to sum up the American map of the area in one sentence, we 
would say that it represents a U.S. attempt to control singlehandedly the 
resources of the Arab world and to dominate its general strategic location 
as well by means of subjugating one Arab regime after the other. This would 
be done by Israel which has the most advanced U.S. weapons and is the most 
extreme country in its belief in racism and Nazism. 


Mr Faruq al-Shar' added, "To make up for that chere is an Arab map whose 
boundaries are those of the Steadfastness and Confrontation Front and the 
factions of the Arab Liberation Movement. It has a broad popular base in 

the Arab homeland, the support of Liberation movements in the Third World 
and the backing of the socialist camp, especially the Soviet Union. It is 
also joined in solidarity by the progressive labor unions in the west and 

by all those who love peace and freedom in the world. This front, the Stead- 
fastness and Confrontation Front is placing itself in the trenches opposite 
imperialism and Zionism. Its view of the future of the area contradicts 

that which appears in the Camp David map. 


"There is also another map which is not as clear as the two former maps. 
Those who drew that map cannot accept the Camp David map which depicts 
their land, their resources and their dignity as targets of Zionists and 
racists. This is because the Zionists and racists view them as Red Jndians, 
relics of the Middle Ages and, according to Menahem Begin, they are thought 
to have one of the most backward regimes in the world. On the other hand, 
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the people who drew this map do not want to break their ties with the 
United States." 


Regarding the struggle among the three contradictory maps, Mr al-Shar' 
said, "The Reagan administration will continue to stick by Camp David, 

but it will not be able to reap its rewards. The proposition that the 
United States should have no rivals in the area has been rejected among 
Arabs and in the international community even before U.S. allies in the 
western industrial countries rejected it. U.S. allies in western industrial 
countries realized that the unrivaled presence of the United States in the 
area would affect their own economic interests before affecting the 
interests of the Soviets. 


"World War I ard World War II broke out between competing capitalist 
regimes and not between regimes with conflicting ideologies. Furthermore, 
we are saying that the question of Israel's survival with its racist and 
Nazi tendencies is a question that is not to be confronted by the Arabs 
only. It must be confronted by the whole world because of the dangers that 
could ensue [and affect] the Arabs and the world. Hitler's racism and 
Nazism brought ideological enemies tcgether to resist this Nazi threat. 


"All attempts emerging in the area to embark on a struggle lie basically 

in the possibility of winning over the party [that drew] the third map, by 
virtue of U.S. oii interests on the Arab scene. Since the United States is 
producing no results in its efforts to persuade these regimes to form an 
alliance with Israel, it is trying very hard to establish a direct alliance 
between it and these regimes under the slogan of resisting the communist 
threat and ignoring the Zionist threat. 


"If ideologically contradictory regimes formed an alliance during World 
War II to oppose Hitler's Nazi expansion, it goes without saying and it 
would be more realistic for different Arab regimes to form an alliance 
against a racist Zionist expansion. All U.S. attempts seeking to alienate 
the Arabs from their friends, the Soviets, would consequently fail, and 
those involved in this U.S. plot would pay a high price." 


Conditions for Thwarting the U.S. Plot 


Mr al-Shar' defined the conditions that are required to thwart and to do 
away with the U.S. strategy. 


"What is required first before any other consideration is made is further 
Arab solidarity against the Zionist threat, which is the real and basic 
threat to all the Arab countries, regardless of these countries' being 
confrontation or support countries and regardless of their being progres-- 
sive or conservative. 


"What is required second is more cooperation from the socialist camp, and 
especially the Soviet Union. The delusion that is being promoted by the 
United States that the Soviet Union is making preparations to invade the 
oil wells must be dispelled. At the same time, it is the United States 


102 








that is waiting for opportunities to execute this invasion. The example 
we use [to back up this statement] lies in the rapid deployment forces. 

It is known that the Soviet Union has large reserves of oil in its terri- 
tory and that it exports some of this oil. A simple comparison between 
Arab oil reserves at [current] high pumping rates and planned Soviet con- 
sumption of oil affirms that Arab oil will be depleted years before Soviet 
oil is. 


"All the information that is being promoted by the Central Intelligence 
Agency about the Soviet Union's need for oil in the mid-eighties is mis- 
leading, and its purpose is to emphasize the "Soviet threat." 


The European Initiative 


Regarding the European initiative al-Shar' said, "The European position is 
linked with the position of conservative countries. On the one hand, 
Europeans are apprehensive about the United States' absolute singlehan- 
dedness in the Middle East area because European industry in this case 
would be at the mercy of Americans. To put it more clearly, iff U.S. uni- 
lateral control in the area succeeds, Europeans expect their exports to be 
restricted in accordance with the needs of U.S. industry. Americans would ' 
not have to resort then to negotiations or agreements to limit the quan- 
tities of oil exported to western Europe and Japan. On the other hand, 
Europeans do not want to thwart U.S. efforts or expose them to a serious 
setback in the area because they realize the negative consequences that are 
possible if these efforts should fail. Hence we find that the Europeans are 
faced with two difficult choices. They are not behind Camp David 100 per- 
cent, nor are they against it. And here we must mention that the Arab 
position will have an extremely significant negative or positive impact on 
the U.S. position. 


"A careful, meticulous reading of Europe's Venice Declaration proves this. 
On the one hand, Europeans recognize the existence of the PLO, and they 
recognize the right of the Arab people of Palestine to determine their 
destiny. On the other hand, we find them refusing to give the PLO full 
recognition. Europeans are placing restrictions on their understanding of 
the right of self-determination. Therefore, we are not expecting a European 
initiative with clear goals and principles any time soon. 


Commenting on statements which Menahem Begin, the prime minister of Israel 
made after the victory of the Likud bloc in Israel's recent elections in 
which he announced that he was not prepared to give up the occupied Golan 
Heights, Mr Farug al-Shar' said, "We must recall what Begin himself said 
after his party won the ninth elections in [the history of ] the Knesset in 
1977. He announced then that he was prepared to return Sinai and the Golan 
in accordance with bilateral agreements. At that time our immediate res- 
ponse in Syria was Jerusalem must be returned before the Golan Heights. It 
was natural for Begin after his recent victory in the elections, and after 
the Syrian Arab rejection of unilateral or bilateral solutions to announce 
that he would not return the Golan, not even with a bilateral agreement. 
This was an expression of the despair and the failure to draw Syria into | 
the U.S.-Israeli settlement, especially after President Hafiz al-Asad 
announced at the 15th session of the Palestine National Council that | 
Palestine is to be regained before the Golan." 
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SYRIA 


PARATROOPERS' TRAINING COURSE DISCUSSED 
Damascus AL-BA'TH ip Arabic 5 Oct 81 p 5 


[Article by Ahmad Qardan: "AL-BA'TH Looks Into the Graduation of the Third Para- 
troop Class of 7500 Youth; 73 Days Required in the Heroes’ Factories for Para- 
troop Training" ] 


[Text] In view of the Arab Socialist Ba'th Party's interest in and the concern 
of the secretary general, President Hafiz al-Asad for the Revolutionary Youth 
Federation, and because of his desire to ecucate them intellectually and physical- 
ly, pavatroop jumping courses were established. 


For that purpose, five camps were equipped. The Al-Mazhah al-Khalil p*ratrooping 
camp for youth, named after a martyr paratrooper, and four others were prepared to 
receive the young comrades. They were also equipped with everything required for 
military training and preparing them intellectually, politically, socially and 
culturally. That requires a large number of special roons, training areas, land- 
ing areas, paved roads, as well as barracks equipped with means of ensuring mental 
and physical rest for the course personnel. In addition, highly-skilled and 
knowledgeable officers were assigned to draw up plans and programs to prepare them, 
through serious, resolute and continuous training, to plunge into every battle 
required of them and to qualify them to stand up against the foes of the party, the 
revolution and the nation. 


Undoubtedly, behind every action is a goal. If the action is significant, then 
certainly the goal will be even more significant. A few days ago we saw a multi- 
tude of young Ba'thist men and women venturing upon significant actions, whose goal 
was to add another brilliant page to the brilliant achievements of the Revolutionary 
Youth Organization. They are joined by 7500 other young men and women who are aware 
of their nation's decisive issues and battles, believe in the immortal message of 
the Ba'th Party, and are anxious to liberate the Arab will and restore the Arab 
Nation's former culture and glory. 


This glorious work was achieved thanks to the great interest and tireless work of 
the glorious party leadership, its secretary general, Comrade Hafiz al-Asad, and 
the leadership of the Revolutionary Youth Federation who prepared them mentally and 
polished tnem through strenuous military courses and training in various types of 
light and heavy weapons. The youth was given guidance through lectures in all 
social, cultural, political and military fields by trained comrades and experts, 
who spared no effort to provide the Arab nation with a generation fully aware of 
the goals of the Arab Socialist Ba'th Party. 
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Behind the activities that we saw on Youth Day, 1 October 1981, when the young men 
and women comrades displayed their physical capabilities and their resolute 
countenances, one could evidence a lot of self-confidence and iron wills, a com- 
plete understanding of the Arab nation's causes, and a determination to achieve 
its goals to liberate the land and achieve a unified socialist Arab society, free 
from backwardness and imperialism. 


The Course Taught Me a Great Deal 


In our meeting with a young paratrooper, Comtade Usamah Mustafa Rajub, from the 
Idlib branch, he said: "I volunteered for the course. This course taught me a lot 
about things I was ignorant of, especially in military, social and political fields. 
The spirit of cooperation was instilled in us, and love of country was taught to us, 
along with the way to bear difficulties through strict training. How I wish that 
this course was longer, so that I could make more than the five parachute jumps that 
I did make. Despite that, we have become qualified to fulfill any mission in 

defense of the nation's honor and the accomplishments of the revolution and the 
party, thanks to the instructors’ interest in preparing us." 


We then met with a young woman paratrooper, Lama Rifa't al-Asad. She said: "The 
Arab youth group has undergone a great experience. It is also excellent in all 
its phases and goals." 


Comrade Lama referred to the course's importance. "It was a combination of mili- 
tary and physical training and intellectual, mind-building national education, so 
that at the end of the course, a well-rounded person would graduate, with a good 
knowledge of doctrine and with a healthy, strong physique." 


Comrade Lama added: "This course trained us, through instructors who made fantas- 
tic efforts, in various types of heavy and light weapons. We gained a lot of 
expertise in driving various combat vehicles and had difficult training in ground 
parachute jumping, preparatory to the commando course and the actual jump by 
parachute from the most modern military aircraft that had a minimum speed of 500 
km per hour. 


"JT call on all youth groups in the Arab nation, especially the young women comrades, 
to take these training courses, because they enhance the woman's position and 
contribute to liberating her from the darkness of the past.” 


Comrade Lina Mahfuz is from the Damascus branch, the al-Mazra'ah league. She said: 
"TI was nominated by the al-Mazra'ah league at my own desire and with the encourage- 
ment of my family and friends. I joined the course on 19 July 1981. From the first 
day, without relaxation or deviation, we began our training in close combat and 
close order drills, stripping down various weapons and firing them, and setting 
ambushes for the enemy, in addition to difficult ground training in parachute 
jumping and tactics. We also received valuable lectures in cultural, social, 
military and political subjects, qualifying us to take part side by side with the 
men in defense of the country and its honor, and to safeguard the gains of the 
party anc revolution." 


She added: "I am very pleased today, because I have fulfilled my wish for a sixth 
jump, with full field dress and live ammunition, in front of the leader of our des- 
tiny and the symbol of our people's unity, Comrade President Hafiz al-Asad." 
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We Trained a Minimum of 12 Hours a Day 


The young comrade paratrooper, Samir Dhahir, from the Idlib youth branch, the city 
league, said: "I am extremely pleased that I took this course, especially para- 
chute jumping, which we did with confidence and bravery and without fear, because 
we had trained, during the short time we were in the course, in all types of para- 
chute jumps and in the strenuous and difficult ground movements, without deviation 
or relaxation. Each day we trained for 12 hours or more, apart from the day and 
night marches and the diversified lectures which instilled in us affection for the 
country and defense of the homeland." 


The ( ,urse Made Me a New Person 


A young woman paratrooper, Comrade Raja’ Ahmad Zammam, from the Homs branch, the 
Tishrin league, said: "I was nominatediby the league, and I am grateful to my 
family who praised my idea of taking the paratrooper course, because these courses 
deepen the spirit of cooperation and love of country, and foster a commitment to 
the goals and principles of the glorious party and to achieving unity and socialism. 
Indeed, the training we had throughout the 73 days, in various kinds of arms and 
the educational lectures, changed me to a person capable of confronting all the 
traitors, plotters and persons who violate the security and peace of the country 
and the goals of the party and revolution." 


We spoke with Comrade Muhammad Hasan Jabur, one of the youngest comrades who took 
the course. "I am 14 years old, in the ninth grade of al-Shaghur school in 
Damascus. I asked to be nominated, because of my desire to join. I joined the 
course with my comrades. We had training in various types of light and heavy 
weapons, and I was taught to drive some combat vehicles, hand-to-hand combat and 
mine-laying. 


"IT am now ready for any emergency, like any Ba'thist soldier, to defend the gains 
and accomplishments of the revolution, and to stand fast against the agents and 
traitors who want only evil for our country." 


Young paratrooper Comrade Haytham Muhammad Ka'di, from the Jablah league, discussed 
the course and its goals. He said: "These courses are necessary for the country's 
youth because of the physical training we received, as well as the military and 
intellectual preparation that will undoubtedly qualify us to fearlessly confront the 
nation's enemies and that will create a generation conscious of and fully under- 
stands our glorious party's goals, under the leadership of its secretary general, 
Comrade Hafiz al-Asad." 


Next, a young woman paratrooper, Comrade Siham Tawfan, from the Tartus branch, 
stressed the need to offer these courses to all the school youth groups and to make 
them compulsory as any other subject in the curriculum, because of their positive 
contribution to education, physical fitness, military, political and social educa- 
tion, creating high morale and self-confidence. She also thanked the instructors 
for the great efforts they made during the difficult training in various kinds of 
light and heavy weapons, in parachute jumping, and for the emphasis on discipline 
and order. 
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Comrade Wafa' Muhsin al-Mahmud of the Hama branch said: "I joined the course 
impulsively, as a comrade eager to defend the country and our party's goals. This 
course increased our experience in many fields, and gave us a spirit of love and 
cooperation among all comrades. Difficulties can be overcome when we cooperate 
together. This course also raises the morale of Arab women, by giving them 
endurance and courage, and by teaching them to bear unflinchingly all the strenuous 
training that we received without fear or boredom of the training in weapons, 
ground parachute and the actual jump from the most modern, large and high-speed 
aircraft." 


A young woman paratrooper, Comrade Hind Sa'd from Tartus said: "I am less fortunate 
than my comrades, because I did not take part in the practical demonstration which 
was held on 1 October, in the presence of our leader, President Hafiz al-Asad. 

Our number was very large, amounting to about 7500 paratroopers, which required a 
large number of aircrafts. Despite that, I am proud of what we have gained from 
the training in arms and vehicles, and the lectures we received, which helped us 
overcome much of our ignorance of their activities and subjects, and which also 
instilled in us love for the nation and our leader." 


7005 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


COVERNMENT STUDIES POTENTIAL STOCK, BOND MARKET 


Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English No 45, 9 Nov 81 p 12 


[Text ] 


The UAE government is studying the feasibility of setting 
up a bond market and a stock exchange in Abu Dhabi, 
according to Jouan Salim, Undersecretary of the UAE 
Ministry of Finance. Mr Salim told the Dubai daily 
Khaleej Times in an interview last week that the govern- 
ment wanted to expand the UAE's financial market, 
which is at present very small. “We feel the capital 
market in the UAE is second to oil in importance,” 
he said. “There are many positive and favourable factors 
which can help us improve it.” 

Mr Salim said the UAE government had been 
offering banks and other financial institutions attractive 
incentives because “we are keen to improve the efficiency 
of our banking system. We hope to become another 
important financial centre in the Gulf, in addition to 
Bahrain.” Banks and finance houses should take “ag 
gressive steps” to enter financial markets, he added. 

Mr Salim said the recent introduction of Certificates 
of Deposit (CDs) had been a step in the right direction 
and CDs were being purchased large numbers of small 
investors in the UAF. “By having such issues,” he 
declared, “we can attract small investors to channel 
their savings through commercial banks in a more 
profitable way, instead of simply opening deposit 
accounts .. which they eam very low interest.” 


cso: 4400/49 


Development of the CD as an instrument of invest- 
ment was being watched with interest by the govern- 
ment, accuiding to Mr Salim. Its performance would be 
the key to future financial market ventures that could 
pave the way for still more sophisticated opportunities 
for investors. “We hope that in future more commercial 
paper and floating rate notes will enter the market,” Mr 
Salim said. “This could be followed by the establish- 
ment of bond and stock exchange markets in the UAE.” 

Among the possibilities under study, Mr Salim said, 
was the creation of a market in securities issued by 
companies not listed on the stock exchange because this 
would both enhance the efficiency of the market and 
provide other ways of attracting the savings of UAE 
nationals. This was the only way to minimise hoarding 
of cash and other misuses of money, he said. 

Mr Salim claimed that the UAE was in a stron, 
position as a potential financial market by virtue of its’ 
geographical location, excellent means of communica- 
tion and immense financial liquidity. Besides, he added, 
it was not difficult to mobilise the required skill and 
manpower. “Hence, we don't sce any reason why our 
financial market should be inferior to those in other 
countries... If we properly make use of the favourable 
factors, in addition to our oil, we can develop an impor- 
tant financial market in the UAE.” 
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[Text ] 


CSO: 


4400/51 


AL AIN (WAM) The Supreme 
Council decided to extend the present 
provisional Constitution of the UAE 
by another five years from December 
2, 1981. , 

The Council, consisting of Rulers of 
the seven emirates met at A! Maqarn 
Palace here, with Kis Highness 
President Sheikh Zay ‘d bin Sultan Al 
Nahyan. presiding. It decided to 
amend Article 144,ct ‘he provisional 
constitution to extend its life. The 
provisional constitution came into 
force December 2, 1971. 

The Supreme Council agreed to 
consider other amendments to the 
constitution later, taking into account 
the interests of the federation and the 
national aspirations. 

Following the Rulers meeting. 
President Sheikh Zayed \ssued a 
Federal decree, summoning the 
Federal National Council to meet in 
an emergency sitting on Tuesday, 
November 3, to complete the constl- 
tutional procedures in this regard. 

The Supreme Council also 
discussed several internal and external 
issues. 

Following is the text of the 
President decree: 


“We, Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, 
President of the United Arab 
Emirates. after taking cognisance of 
Articles 78 and 144 of the provisional 
Constitution and what has been sub- 
mitted by the Council of Ministers 
and approved by the Cabinet. 

Hereby issue the following decree: 
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Article 1 


The Federal National Council be 
summoned to convene on Tuesday, 
Moharam 1402 Hijri, cor. November 
3, 1981 in an emergency sitting to 
consider the draft amendment to the 
Constitution placed before FNC by 
the Federal Supreme Council. The 
sitting shall conclude as soon as the 
said draft amendment it considered. 


Article 2 


The Prime Minister shall imple-, 
ment this decree, which should be 
published in the official gazette. 


: Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan 
President of the United Arab 
Emirates. 


Issued by us at the Presidential 
palace in Abu Dhabi on 30 Zul Haja 
1401 H., cor. October 28, 1981." 

The meeting was attended by 
Sharjah Ruler His Highness Sheikh 
Sultan bin Mohamed A! Qassimt, Ras 
Al Khaimah Ruler His Highness 
Sheikh Saqgr bin Mohamed Al 
Qassimi; Ajman Ruler His Highness 
Sheikh Humaid bin Rashid Al Nuaimi 
Umm Al Quwain Ruler His 
Highness Sheikh Rashid bin Ahmed 
Al Mualla; Fujetrah Ruler His 
Highness Sheikh Hamad bin 
Mohamed Al! Sharqi; and Dubai 
Crown Prince and Deputy Prime 
Minister Sheikh Maktoum bin Rashid. 

Ras Al Khaimah Crown Prince and 
Deputy Ruler Sheikh Khalid bin Saqr 
Al Qassimi; Deputy Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hamdan bin Mohamed, 
Finance and Industry Minister 
Hamdan bin Rashid: and Minister of 
State for Supreme Council Affairs 
Abdul Aziz bin Humaid A! Qassimi 
participated in the meeting. 
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FIGURES SHOW JAPAN FOREMOST SOURCE OF IMPORTS, FOLLOWED BY UNITED STATES 

Dubai AL-BAYAN in Arabic 15 Sep 81 p 2 

/Acticle: "Dubai's Imports for 5 Months Total 8,436 Billion Dirhams"/ 

/Text/ There has been a noticeable rise in Dubai's imports during the first 5 months 
of this year compared with the same period last year. They totaled 8.436 billion 
dirhams at the end of May 1981, having been 7.890 billion dirhams at the end of May 
1980, a rise of 6.9 percent. 

The latest figures of the Department of Ports and Customs in Dubai show that indus- 
trial goods lead imports, totaling 3.247 billion dirhams from the beginning of the 
year to the end of May, that is, 38.5 percent of total imports during this period. 


In second place are automobiles and transport equipment with a total value of 2.215 
billion dirhams, that is, 26.3 percent. 


Foodstuffs occupy third place with a total value of 1.333 billion dirhams, 15.8 
percent of the total. 


Raw materials and chemicals come at the end of the list of imports with a value of 
about 276 million dirhams for an insignificant 3.3 percent of the total. 


With regard to the sources of these imports, we find Japan holding an uncontested 
lead with total exports of 1.742 billion dirhams, that is, about 21 percent of 
Dubai's total imports during the first 5 months of this year. 


The United States is in second place with a total share of 1.044 billion dirhams 
or about 12 percent. 


The United Kingdom takes third place with a 922 million dirham share, that is about 
ll percent. 


Bahrain occupies fourth place with a 569 million dirham share of Dubai's imports, 
about 7 percent, mostly petroleum byproducts. 


Fifth place is held by West Germany with 375 million dirhams, that is, 4.4 percent. 
Singapore comes next with a share amounting to 371 million dirhams or 4.3 percent. 


Dubai gets the rest of its imports from 100 other countries spread throughout the 
various continents of the world. 
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HUNGARIAN ALUMINUM SALE UNDERSCORES POSSIBLE FUTURE COOPERATION 


Abu Dhabi EMIRATES NEWS in English 3 Nov 81 p 3 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


ABU DHABI (EN» Trial orders for 
300 tons of Hungarian aluminium 
products worth of 750,000 dollars have 
been placed by merchants in Dubai 
and Abu Dhabi with the Budapest- 
based Hungarian Aluminium Cor- 
poration. ‘ 

This was disclosed here by the 
managing director of the corporation 
Ferenc Kaszas who was among the 


- five-member Hungarian aluminium 


delegation which ended a six-day visit 
to the UAE yesterday. 

The aluminium goods for which 
orders have been placed include 
circles, coils, extrusion billets besides 
anodised aluminium products, Kaszas 
told the Emirates News before leaving 
for Kuwait yesterday. 


Kaszas said the delegation’s visit to 
the UAE had three aims: (1) to fook 
Into the possibility of establishing joint 
venture and to find out how Hungary 
could cooperate in the development of 
aluminium industry in this country; 
(2) to take part in projects of higher 
grade of vertical structure, (3) to offer 
to supply customers here with extrud- 
ed billets for architectural purposes 
and ‘for doors and windows produc- 
tion. 
During the Dubai visit the delega- 
lion visited the Dubai aluminium 
smelter and two other companies deal- 
ing in aluminium products. 

Kaszas said the delegation told to 
the Dubai parties, which he did not 
name, that Hungary would be 
interesied in organizing joint 
ventures, either based on production 
from its semi-finished products or 
assembling prefabricated finished 
products, in this country. e 
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In Abu Dhabi, also, the delegation 
had “very interesting’ discussions 
with one large company, which Kaszas 
would not identify for erecting a 
workshop or factory to produce doors 
and windows in a Third World country. 

As a result of his visit here, another 
big company has asked the experts 
from the Hungarian Aluminium Cor- 
porition to make a feasibility study 
and conduct market research within 
this year for selling Hungarian finish- 
ed products with joint participation 
besides studving the possibility of 


erecting a factory for assembling, 


Hungarian pic.ev..cated elements in 
Abu Dhabi. 

Meanwhile secretary of the Arab- 
Hungarian Chamber of Commerce 
Gabor Vida. who was in the Hungarian 
delegation said he had renewed the 
invitation to president of Abu Dhabi 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
Saeed Ahmed Al Oteiba by the 
Hungarian Chamber of Commerce 
vice-president Tamas Beck to visit 
Hungary at the head of a trade 
delegation. 

Vida said his chamber's objective 
was the same as any other chamber in 
the world and that is to promote trade 
relations and to send businessmen 
into each other's country to con- 
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solidate trade and industry. 

Giving his impressions of the six- 
day tour of the UAE, Vida told the 
Emirates News that the delegation 
found that the Gulf area was “very 
important: 


“The Gulf is the most important 
market for us and particularly for our 


aluminium industry,’ Vida said. It. 


was for this reason the chamber decid- 
ed to send this “specialised mission” 
dealing with the aluminium industry. 

The visit has enabled the delegation 
to sell different kinds of aluminium 
products. On its return home the dele- 
gation would be examining ways and 
means of how the corporation could 
join the two existing aluminium 
smelters based in Dubai and Bahrain. 

Vida disclosed that the Hungarian 
Chamber of Commerce is keen on 
opening a representative office of the 
Chamber in the UAE. He said a 
request has been made to the concern- 
ed authorities and the Hungarian 
Ambassador to Kuwait Erno Horvath 
is likely to follow it up during his visit 
here. 

“A permanent Hungarian presefce 
for trade promotion in these markets 
is very important for us,” Vida deciar- 
ed. 
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CHAMBER OF COMMERCE PROBLEMS DISCUSSED 
Abu Dhabi EMIRATES NEWS in English 29 Oct 81 p 3 


[Article by Ibrahim Ahmed: 
Problems" ] 


"Inadequate Staff, Data Blamed for UAE Chambers' 


[Text ] 


- ABU DHABI (ittthady Chambers 
of Commerce and Industry in the 
country face serveral problems which 
prevent them from carrying out their 
responsibilities efficiently. The lack of 
accurate statistics on economic 
activities, the heavy burden on the 
boards of directors and the shortage in 
‘national technical caares are some of 
the problems for which solutions are 
under way. 

Director-General of § Sharjah 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
Abdul Razak Al Hajiri believes that 
chambers of commerce should play a 
significant role in preserving 
the interests of its members and 
promoting cooperation between the 
private business community and the 
government. 

. Al Hajiri said that the chambers can 
be deemed successful if they succeed 
_in attracting investors to contribute in 
industrial projects. But, this, he sald. 
necessitates overcoming all probjems 


which hinder the achtevernent of this _ 


goal. 

He thinks that chambers have 
another significant role in solving the 
problems of their own members 
through arbitration panels instead of 
resort to litigation. 


Nazar Sardast, Director-General of 
Dubai Chamber of Commerce, said 
that the chambers by their very 
structure represent 
industrial and economic interests of 
their members and provide 
consultancy for them but still they do 
not enjoy exectuve powers. Despite 
this fact, some members expect ail 
their problems to be solved by the 
chambers. a 

Sadrast said that the federal law on 
commercial registration made it 
Obligatory only for traders to prove 
their membership in a chamber of 
commerce. But this does not apply to 


industrialists whose activities are very 
important to the chamber, particularly. 


when a study is to be conducted or 
, duta.on them. Such problem of 
membership can be solved by intro- 
ducing some amendments In the law. 
The increasing responsibility of the 
members of board «of directors is yet 
another problem and their partici- 
pation in the meetings of several 


 sommittees deprive them from effec- 


tive participation, he said. 


The non-Arab members and the big 
number of foreign workers constitute 


a special problem to Dubai Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry. This 


compels the chamber to use both 
Arabic and English and, sometimes 
even Asian languages in its 
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commercial, . 


correspondence and transactions, 
Sardast added. 
The shortage of administrative staff 


of chambers cast a heavy pressure on 
the present chambers’ employees 
particularly in regard to the issuing of 
certificates of origin, the endorsement 
of invoices, besides the registration of 
members and daily routine work, he 
said. 

But Hassan bin Idris, Chief of the 
Foreign Relations Section in Sharjah 
Chamber of Commerce, said that lack 
of accurate data was the main problem 
of these chambers. And he thinks that 
any shortage of information ts a big 
obstacle. 

According to Al Hajiri of Sharjah 
Chamber, the problems are being 
sorted out and solutions are in the 
offing. Some steps in this regard will 
be taken by the Federation of 
Chambers of Commerce and Industry, 
with the assistance of legislative and 
administrative institutions in the 
country, he added. 

He believes that economic research, 
the boosting of communication 
between chambers and their 
members, the strengthening of 
cooperation between local, Gulf and 
Arab chambers, the determination of 
the targets of all projects, the provision 
of adequate technical staff and funds 
would help chambers implement their 
objectives. 
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ALIEN LABOR REGULATIONS--Abu Dhabi (AL BAYAN)--The Ministries of Interior and 
Labour and Social Affairs are discussing the new procedures concerning security 
and organisation of foreign labour in the country. A reliable source told AL 
BAYAN that these procedures were discussed at the last meeting of the two min- 
istries' officials which was attended by Labour and Social Affairs Minister Saif 
Al Jarwan and Minister of State for Interior Affairs Hamouda bin Ali. The pro- 
posed procedures make it obligatory for every labourer to obtain a written agree- 
ment from his sponsor for submission to the concerned authorities for permission 
to leave the country. The source disclosed that this issue was referred to a 
joint committee set up by the two ministries. The committee is expected to 

hold its first meeting next week for discussing the proposed procedures besides 
a number of issues including coordination between the two ministries concerning 
the tracing of absconded workers. [Text] [Abu Dhabi EMIRATES NEWS in English 
29 Oct 81 p 3] 


OIL EXTRACTION RESEARCH CORPORATION--Abu Dhabi (WAM)--Yesterday's meeting of the 
Executive Council has approved a draft law for the establishment of Abu Dhabi 
National Corporation for 0il Extraction Research. The Corporation will carry 
out research in the field of oil extraction technology in order to adopt more 
developed techniques in the extraction of oil in the areas allocated for the 
operations of Abu Dhabi Company for Onshore Oil Operations (ADCO). The Execu- 
tive Council also agreed to establish a department at Zayed Port to operate the 
containers terminal there. The Council also approved to nominate specialised 
consultant companies to study the road traffic problems in Al Ain city and ad- 
vise on the proper solutions and the problems likely to occur in the future. 
Further, the council approved construction of labourers’ quarters at Al Mahir, 
Khazna and Al Arabe regions as well as the establishment of an agricultural 
guiding centre at Al Khazna. The meeting was held under its chairman Crown 
Prince Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed. [Text; [Abu Dhabi EMIRATES NEWS in English 

2 Nov 81 p 1] 


FOREIGN WORKERS OUTNUMBER UAE WORKERS--Statistics in the UAE show that none of its 
nationals work in the mineral industry which absorbs 208 workers, including five of 
Arab nationalities and 203 of foreign nationalities. The same figures show that 
there is a total of 445 UAE workers in the oil extraction and refining sector 
compared with 2,487 Arabs anp 64 foreigners. Compared with this small proportion of 
UAE citizens in these sectors, they are overwhelmingly present in the maritime opera- 
tions sector which absorbs 138 citizens, 33 Arab nationals and 27 foreign nationals. 
An overall look at all industrial sectors, including water and electricity, shows 

a total of 918 UAE workers as compared with 3,269 Arab nationals and 3,010 foreign 
nationals. /Text/ /Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic No 242, 10 Oct 81 pp 47-48/ 8389 
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